
READING AND SPEAKING
The writer and the painter

1 Who are or were the most famous writers
and painters in your country? 

2 You are going to read about the lives of
Ernest Hemingway and Pablo Picasso.
Discuss these questions.

• Why are they famous? 

• What nationality were they? 

• Which century were they born in? 

• Do you know the names of any of their works?

• Do you know anything about their lives?

3 The sentences below appear in the texts.
Which sentences go with which man?
Write P or H next to each one.

1. He had wanted to become a
soldier, but couldn’t because he
had poor eyesight.

2. His first word was lapiz (Spanish
for pencil) and he could draw
before he could talk.

3. His portraits of people were often
made up of triangles and squares
with their features in the wrong
places.

4. In the 1930s, he became a war
correspondent in the Spanish
Civil War and World War II.

5. He was awarded the Nobel Prize
in literature, but he was too sick
to receive it in person.

6. At the age of 90 he was honored
by an exhibition in the Louvre in
Paris.

4 Work in two groups.

Group A Read about Ernest Hemingway.
Group B Read about Pablo Picasso.

Read about your person and check your
answers to Exercise 3.

H 
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His early life
ERNEST HEMINGWAY was one of the great
American writers of the twentieth century.
He was born on July 21, 1899, in Oak Park,
Illinois, the second of six children. His family
was strict and very religious. His father taught
his children a love of nature and the outdoor

life. Ernest caught his first fish at the age of three, and was given a
shotgun for his twelfth birthday. His mother taught him a love of music
and art. At school, he was good at English and wrote for the school
newspaper. He graduated in 1917, but he didn’t go to college. He went
to Kansas City and worked as a journalist for the Star newspaper. He
learned a lot, but left after only six months to go to war.

Hemingway and war
Hemingway was fascinated by war. He had wanted to become a soldier,
but couldn’t because he had poor eyesight. Instead, in the First World
War, he became an ambulance driver and was sent to Italy, where he was
wounded in 1918. After the war, he went to live in Paris, where he was
encouraged in his work by the American writer Gertrude Stein. In the
1930s, he became a war correspondent in the Spanish Civil War and
World War II. Many of his books were about war. His most successful book,
For Whom the Bell Tolls, was written in 1940 and is about the Spanish Civil
War. Another novel, A Farewell to Arms, is about the futility of war.

His personal life
Hemingway’s success in writing was not mirrored by similar success in his
personal life. He married four times. His first wife divorced him in 1927.
He immediately married again and moved to Key West, Florida, where he
enjoyed hunting, fishing, and drinking, but he also suffered from
depression. This wasn’t helped when, in 1928, his father committed
suicide. Hemingway’s health was not good and he had many accidents.
Two more marriages failed and he began to drink heavily. In 1954, he had
two plane crashes. In October of the same year he was awarded the
Nobel Prize in literature, but he was too sick to receive it in person.

His final years 
His final years were taken up with health problems and alcohol. He began
to lose his memory and he couldn’t write anymore. On Sunday, July 2,
1961, Hemingway killed himself with a shotgun, just as his father had
done before him.

THE WRITER
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5 Answer the questions.

1. Where and when was he born? When
and how did he die?

2. What kind of family life did he have?
3. How did his parents play a part in 

his career?
4. What do you think were the most

important events in his early life?
5. When did he move to Paris? Who did

he meet there?
6. How did war play a part in his life?
7. What did you learn about his personal

relationships?
8. Which of the following dates relate to

your person? What do they refer to?

1891 1904 1917 1918 1927
1928 1937 1940 1949 1954

6 Find a partner from the other group and
go through the questions in Exercise 5
together. What similarities and differences
can you find between the two men?

They were both born in the nineteenth century.
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His early life
On October 25, 1881, a baby boy was 
born in Malaga, Spain. It was a difficult
birth and to help him breathe, cigar smoke
was blown into his nose! This baby grew up
to be one of the twentieth century’s
greatest painters—PABLO PICASSO. 

Picasso showed his genius from a very young age. His first word was
lapiz (Spanish for pencil) and he could draw before he could talk. He was
the only son in the family, so he was thoroughly spoiled. He hated school
and often refused to go unless he was allowed to take one of his father’s
pet pigeons with him! 

Apart from pigeons, his great love was art. When in 1891 his father got
a job as an art teacher, Pablo went with him to work and watched him
paint. Sometimes he was allowed to help. One evening, his father was
painting a picture of their pigeons when he had to leave the room. When
he returned, Pablo had completed the picture. It was so beautiful and
lifelike that he gave his son his palette and brushes and never painted
again. Pablo was just 13. 

His life as an artist
His genius as an artist was soon recognized by many people, but others
were shocked by his strange and powerful paintings. He is probably best
known for his Cubist pictures. His portraits of people were often made up
of triangles and squares with their features in the wrong places. One of
his most famous portraits was of the American writer Gertrude Stein,
who he met after he’d moved to Paris in 1904.

His work changed ideas about art around the world, and to millions of
people, modern art means the work of Picasso. Guernica, which he
painted in 1937, records the bombing of that small Basque town during
the Spanish Civil War, and is undoubtedly one of the masterpieces of
modern painting.

His final years
Picasso married twice and also had many girlfriends. He had four children.
The last, Paloma, was born in 1949 when he was 68 years old. At the age
of 90 he was honored by an exhibition in the Louvre in Paris. He was the
first living artist to be shown there. 

Picasso created over 6,000 paintings, drawings, and sculptures. Today,
a Picasso costs millions of dollars. Once when the French Minister of Culture
was visiting Picasso, the artist accidentally spilled some paint on the Minister’s
pants. Picasso apologized and wanted to pay for them to be cleaned, but
the Minister said, “Non! Please. Monsieur Picasso, just sign my pants!”

Picasso died of heart failure during an attack of influenza in 1973.

Guernica

GRAMMAR SPOT

1 What tense are these verb forms?

Guernica was painted by Pablo
Picasso.

A Farewell to Arms and For Whom
the Bell Tolls were written by Ernest
Hemingway.

Find more examples of this tense in the
texts and underline them.

2 Put the auxiliaries was, were, or had into
the blanks.

a. Pablo’s father left the room. When he
returned, Pablo completed the
painting.

b. Picasso given his father’s palette
and brushes.

c. Both Hemingway and Picasso 
living in Paris when they met
Gertrude Stein.

d. Both men honored in their
lifetimes.

Grammar Reference 3.5 p. 141
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LISTENING AND WRITING
Books and movies

1 Work in groups. Do you have a favorite book or movie?
Why do you like it? Think about it for a minute. Tell
your group about it.

2 Look at the list of books and movies. Which ones do
you know? 

� Ragtime � Titanic

� The Godfather � Angela’s Ashes

� The Old Man and the Sea � A Farewell to Arms

� A Tree Grows in Brooklyn � Toy Story

� Star Wars � Harry Potter and the 

� Lord of the Rings Sorcerer’s Stone

3 A T 3.6 Listen to four friends having lunch together.
Their conversation turns to their favorite books and
movies. Put a check (�) next to the titles in Exercise 2
that they mention. What do they say about these titles?
Discuss with your group, then with the class.

4 Choose a book or movie that you know and like. Write
some notes about it. Use these questions to help you.
Discuss your notes with a partner.

• What’s it called?

• Who wrote it?/Who starred in it?

• Where does it take place?

• Who and what is it about?

• Why do you like it?

5 Write about the book or movie that you chose.
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EVERYDAY ENGLISH 
Giving opinions

1 What do the underlined words refer to in the sentences
below?

a. It was really boring! I fell asleep during the first act.
a play

b. I didn’t like his last one, but I couldn’t put his new one
down until the last page.

c. It was excellent. Have you seen it yet? It stars Julia Roberts
and Antonio Banderas.

d. She’s usually good, but I don’t think she was right for this
part.

e. I think they spoil them. They always give them whatever
they want.

f. It was a nice break, but the weather wasn’t very good.
g. They were delicious. John had turkey and cheese and I

had tuna salad.
h. It was really exciting, especially when Michael Jordan

scored in the last second.

2 The following questions all ask for opinions. Match them
with the opinions in Exercise 1.

1. Did you like the movie?

2. What did you think of the play?

3. Did you like your sandwiches?

4. Do you like Stephen King’s novels?

5. What do you think of their children?

6. What was your vacation like?

7. What did you think of Jennifer Lopez?

8. How was the game?

A T 3.7 Listen and check. Practice the questions and answers
with a partner.

c  
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3 Write down some things you did, places you
went, and people you met last week. Work
with a partner and ask for and give opinions
about them.

Great! I really enjoyed it.

I went to a party.

What did you think of her?

Really? How was it?

I met Maria’s sister.

She’s really nice. I liked her a lot.
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