
Case study: Jessica’s story

   It offers  
great accuracy  
when testing 
the general 

English of our  
students.

“

”
Jessica Downie,  
Head of English,  
CBS International  
Business School,  

Cologne.



CBS has been using the Oxford 
Placement Test for more than five 
years. It is used as a placement test in the 
admissions process, where it plays a central 
role in deciding whether or not a student 
is accepted onto their chosen course, and 
is a vital tool for CBS in processing large 
numbers of applications. 

The Oxford Placement Test is also used 
to place students following the English 
Track of the Bachelor’s and Master’s 
programmes, or for students that would 
like to spend a year abroad.  
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In her role as Head of English at CBS in 
Cologne, Jessica tells us why she would  
recommend the Oxford Placement Test  
to institutions looking for a fast and 
accurate solution to testing large 
numbers of students. 

CBS International Business School has  
more than 1,900 students, 30% of whom 
are international, from 75 different 
countries. CBS offers accredited Bachelor’s, 
Master’s and MBA degree programmes 
in German and English. It has 120 partner 
universities internationally and offers 
students the option to study for one 
semester abroad (www.cbs.de/en/).

Meet Jessica



Accurate and easy to use
Jessica tells us that her CBS colleagues  
find the test reliable and easy to use.  
She says: 

“The ease of administering the 
test, the way students can take  
it remotely, and its accuracy  
are reasons we use the  
Oxford Placement Test.”
This accuracy allows CBS to successfully 
place students into the most appropriate 
English course, ensuring they can 
solidify and develop their language skills 
throughout their studies.

Jessica believes that the teaching staff 
also appreciate the computer adaptive 
technology at the heart of the test, which 
makes it more motivating and gives a more 
precise measurement than the traditional 
placement tests they have used in the past.

Ideal for remote testing 
The Oxford Placement Test has remained 
a significant part of the school’s placement 
process, even during lockdown. Jessica 
highlights: 

“During lockdown especially, 
using the Oxford Placement Test 
remotely allowed us to uphold 
the quality and standards we 
provide to students throughout 
their studies.”
As a result, Jessica believes that her 
students have benefited from the security 
and routine they might have lost at the 
beginning of lockdown and are well 
prepared for the future.

Discover how your  
institution could benefit from  
the Oxford Placement Test.

https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/oxford-online-placement/?uhttps://elt.oup.com/feature/global/oxford-online-placement/?utm_campaign=assessment-opt-growthcampaign&utm_source=teacher-resource&utm_medium=flyer&utm_content=Jessicacasestudy&cc=gb&selLanguage=en
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