
Case study: Ahlam’s story 

   It’s easy  
to deploy, clear  
and accurate.
“

”

Ahlam Alfouaim,  
English Language  

Lecturer,  
Saudi Electronic  

University, Riyadh,  
Saudi Arabia.



Accuracy meets simplicity 
Ahlam has complete confidence in the 
Oxford Placement Test’s accuracy due to 
her first-hand experience of working with 
students that have been placed in her 
classes using the test. She says:

“You can definitely tell that 
students have been placed in  
the correct level!”
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Ahlam has been an English Language 
Lecturer at Saudi Electronic University 
(SEU) since the institution first adopted 
the Oxford Placement Test in 2018.  
Here she explains how they use the  
test to place thousands of students  
in the right level every year. 

SEU is a government university with 
campuses across Saudi Arabia. It specializes 
in distance education for graduate and 
undergraduate degree programs, along 
with life-long education. It focuses on 
information-related skills and follows a 
blended learning approach to suit the 
development needs of the Saudi labour 
market.

SEU uses the Oxford Placement Test to 
place all incoming first year students into 
the right level class. That’s about 9000 test 
takers across all the branches!

Meet Ahlam



Ahlam’s students also praise the simplicity 
of the Oxford Placement Test. It stands out 
from tests they have used before because 
it is quick to complete, and they find it 
“straight forward and easy to use.” 

Her students also appreciate taking the test 
at home. They receive the test by email 
to complete within a week, and SEU then 
places them into one of three levels, to 
follow Q: Skills for Success.

A flexible choice  
SEU’s teaching staff on the other hand 
focus on the test’s adaptability. Ahlam 
explains: “If a student is finding it easy, 
then the test automatically adapts, giving 
them more challenging questions.”

This computer adaptivity makes it more 
motivating and ensures that it gives a 
more precise measurement than traditional 
placement tests.   

Teachers at SEU also appreciate the way 
they can choose from British English, 
American English or a mix to suit their 
students. For total flexibility, they don’t 
have to choose the combination until they 
set up the test. 

Reflecting on her overall experience with 
Oxford, Ahlam confirms that she is “very 
pleased” with both the Oxford Placement 
Test and Q: Skills for Success. We wish her 
students well with their future studies.

Discover how your  
institution could benefit from  
the Oxford Placement Test.
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