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Lesson: When you find the words 

Age: Adult 
Level: Advanced  
Time: 45-60 minutes 

 

Language is more than words on a page. It’s how we express ourselves, how we share 
ideas. Like any language, learning English can be challenging. There may be moments 
where you don’t know a word or can’t remember how to pronounce it but there will also 
be moments when you find the words and make yourself understood. Those moments 
are magic and, as a teacher, you witness the magic of those moments and how 
important they are to help inspire your students.  
 
During this lesson, your students will begin to think about the process and the 
experience of learning another language. Thinking about their favourite words, why 
they like them and what they mean will help them to connect with their broader 
motivations for learning English.   
 
If you would like to share the outcomes of these exercises with us, we would love to see 
them!  

• For videos or photos, you can share them with us on our social channels using 
#findthewords. (Remember to make sure you have signed model release forms 
for all participants before you share them, download a form here).   

• For written pieces or your own personal experiences, you can share these on 
social media with #findthewords or send them to us directly using our When 
you find the words online form. 

 

Learning outcomes:  
• Reflect on feelings associated with finding the right word  
• Listen for coping strategies when able to answer a question  
• Practise writing closed survey responses  
• Conduct a survey to collect peer’s feelings about learning English 

 
Materials:   
YouTube video of a song called “Words” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTsSk0r_Tq8  
YouTube video from Questions with Chris Davies (have the clip ready to play from 1:50) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDVO3OReZcQ&t=8s   
 

https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words
https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words/share-your-story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTsSk0r_Tq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDVO3OReZcQ&t=8s
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Stage  Procedure  
Warmer  
(5 mins)  

Play the video of the song ‘Words’.  
Ask students: “What is he finding difficult?” “Why?” (Can’t find the right words 
to say; can’t express himself; his tongue feels twisted; speaking when 
nervous; trying not to say the wrong thing)  
“How do you think he feels?” (Hesitant, frustrated, nervous, annoyed, helpless, 
anxious, pathetic, disappointed, incapable, tongue-tied, in love!)  
“What kind of situations give you a similar feeling?” (Speaking in public, giving 
presentations, talking to my boss, talking on the telephone in English, being 
asked for an opinion in a meeting, talking when I haven’t prepared or 
thought about what to say, my English teacher asking me for an answer in 
front of the whole class!)  
“Have you ever been in a situation when you were lost for words?”  
  

Stage 1  
(10 mins)  

Instruct students to form pairs and interview each other about their 
experiences of when they found they were lost for words. Remind them to 
ask questions about the experience to find out as much as possible and not 
just to listen.  
 
Share as a whole class by asking students to volunteer some of their 
experiences. If ‘an interview’ is mentioned, pick this up to connect with the 
next activity. If not, elicit it by asking:  
“When you are looking for a job, what kind of formal situation makes most 
people nervous?”  
“Who has had an interview, or part of an interview, in English?” – “How did it go? 
Did you get the job?”  
Instruct students to work in pairs and brainstorm some strategies for dealing 
with difficult questions in a job interview.  
Tell students that the video you will play next provides some techniques to 
help in an interview. Instruct them to take notes on what they hear.  
Play the video ‘Questions with Chris Davies’, starting from 1:50.  
 
In pairs, students compare their notes and share anything they missed with 
each other. Check to make sure the class as a whole have all the points that 
were mentioned.  
  

Stage 2  
(15 mins)  

Ask, in an interview situation: “What strategies can we use when we can’t 
remember a particular word?”  
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(say: “umm”, “err”, “what’s the word?”, “how do you say it in English?”, think of 
an alternative way to say the same thing, find a synonym, explain what you 
want to say instead of finding the word)  
In groups of 3-4, ask students to answer the following questions. Display 
them, for reference:  

• How does it feel when you find the word you’ve been searching for?  
• What helps you to find the word?  
• Do you remember how it felt when you first started learning English?  
• How does it feel now, compared to then?  
• Why did you start learning English?  
• Why are you learning it now?  
• What do you hope to use your English for in the future?  
• What do you find most difficult about learning English?  
• What do you like about learning English?  
• What is your favourite word/phrase in English?  

  
Stage 3  
(20 mins)  

Instruct students to make a questionnaire by using the above questions. 
Working in groups of 3-4, each group chooses from one of the following type 
of question  

a) Ranking statements (4 different options per question: 1 = lowest; 4 = 
highest)  

b) Agree – Disagree continuum (4 statements on the continuum for each 
question)  

c) Choose 1 statement you agree with the most (4 different statements)  
d) Multiple choice (can choose at least 2 out of 4)  

  
Stage 4  
(10 mins)  

Pairs of students from different groups interview another pair of students 
(from a different group) using the question types they have been working 
on.   
One of each pair conducts the interview; the other videos the interview and 
then they swap roles for the next interview.  
This part can be done outside of class, if there is not enough time, or in the 
next class.   

 For homework ask students to think about their English learning journey. 
Write a short story about a key moment they experienced when they found 
the right words to communicate something and of the emotion they felt.  

 

Share your student’s stories with #findthewords or completing this form 

https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words/share-your-story

