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Lesson: When you find the words 

Age: Primary 

Level: Beginner 

Time: 45-60 minutes 

 

Language is more than words on a page. It’s how we express ourselves, how we share 
ideas. Like any language, learning English can be challenging. There may be moments 
where you don’t know a word or can’t remember how to pronounce it but there will also 
be moments when you find the words and make yourself understood. Those 
moments are magic and, as a teacher, you witness how important they are to help 
inspire your students.  
 
During this lesson, your students will begin to think about the process and the 
experience of learning another language. Thinking about their favourite words, why 
they like them and what they mean will help them to connect with their broader 
motivations for learning English.   
 
If you would like to share the outcomes of these exercises with us, we would love to see 
them!  

• For videos or photos, you can share them with us on our social channels using 
#findthewords. (Remember if the video or photo includes the faces of your 
students you should have signed model release forms from their parents before 
you share them, download a form here).   

• For written pieces or your own personal experiences, you can share these on 
social media with #findthewords or send them to us directly using our When 
you find the words online form. 

 

Make a ‘My Favourite Word in English’ flower!   
 
Working with words in an abstract way can be challenging for young learners, however, 
it is important for them to build their word and language awareness in class. Through 
this simple word flower activity, learners can become more aware of the emotions 
attached to language and how to reflect on words and improve their thinking skills 
through making choices and justifying their choices. 
 
Materials:   

• Blu-tack or sticky tape  

https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words
https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words/share-your-story
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• Template 1 (page 5): copies of stem and centre of flower (1 flower for every 10-
12 students)   

• Template 2 or 3 (pages 6-7): copies of flower petals (in colour or black and white 
- 1 petal for each student)   

• Scissors, coloured pencils (optional)   
 

Instructions:  
 

• Before the lesson begins, cut out the pieces from Template 1 and place the 
yellow centre of the flower and the stem on one of walls of the classroom. 

 
• Draw the students’ attention to the flower when they come to class. Ask them to 

look at the stem and to count the leaves. Explain that the flower is sad because it 
hasn’t got any petals, but that today in class the flower is going to have lots of 
colourful petals.  
 

• Quickly review ‘favourites’ in class. Ask different students about their favourite 
colour, number, animal, food or hobby. Explain that we can also have favourite 
words. Write your favourite word in English on the board and explain to the 
class why you like this word. Is it because of how the word sounds? (eg: I like the 
word “bee” because I like the sound of this word.). How the word makes you feel? 
(eg: I like the word “summer” because it makes me feel happy.).  The meaning of the 
word (eg: I like the word “hope” because I think it is important to have hope.). The 
shape of the word (do some word shape puzzles on the board if need be, see 
examples below)? (eg: I like the word “yellow” because it has a nice shape and some 
up and down letters.). 

(eg: once)                  (eg: stamp) 
 

Explore these ideas with the students and elicit answers from 4-5 students. Write 
some suggested answers from students on the interactive whiteboard, board or 
a flipchart.  

 
• Ask students to think of their favourite word and to write it in their notebook. If 

need be, they can flick through their classbook or workbook to choose the word 
they like best. Once everyone has written down their favourite word, they can 
share and compare their answers in pairs or small groups.  
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• Copy and hand out cut-out petals or distribute petals and scissors and ask 
student to cut their petal out from Template 2 or 3. In the case of the black and 
white petals, students can colour or decorate their petals before sticking them 
on the flower.  

 
• Once the petals are ready, explain that they need to write their favourite word 

on their petal. When they finish, they can place their word on the flower and can 
take a look at the words other classmates have posted. NOTE: For younger 
learners, they can write and draw or simply draw their favourite word. For older 
learners they can write the word and a sentence below with the word in context 
or a short sentence about why this is their favourite word.  
 

 
 

Example: Partially completed ‘My favourite word in English’ flower 
 

• Leave the flowers on the walls a few days and encourage students to look 
at/read the information on the flowers, for example, before class begins or if 
they finish a task early.  
 

• When the flower is completed, get feedback from the students. If they enjoyed 
making the word flower ask them to show ‘thumbs up’. If they didn’t enjoy the 
activity, ask them to show ‘thumbs down’. Say:  

o Did you like making the word flower?  
Thumbs up (action: thumb up, smiling) if you liked the activity 
Or thumbs down (action: thumb down, frowning) if you didn’t. 
Let’s see…1, 2, 3 – Thumbs up or thumbs down?  
 

 
Please use the templates on pages 5 - 7 for this activity. 
 

Share your student’s word flowers with #findthewords 
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Additional ideas:  
 
CLIL connection: talk to the students about plants (part of a plant, life cycle of 
plant, what plants need to live, flowering/non-flowering plants, different types of 
plants, bushes and trees) or have them carry out a dramatic play activity by 
listening to quiet music as they pretend to ‘grow like a plant’ or ‘grow like a tree’.  

 
Values: reflect on the importance of showing tolerance and respect towards 
other people’s opinions. Look at different ways to express agreement or 
disagreement using age-appropriate language.  
 
Adapatations to the ‘My Favourite Word Flower’:  

• Rhyming word flowers – place 2 or 3 petal-less flowers on the wall with a 
word in the centre that has different rhyming words. For example, blue 
(shoe, new, you, knew, two, flew, grew, who, few…). Ask the students to read 
the words in the centre and to work in pairs or groups to think of rhyming 
words for each flower. Each group writes an idea of the petal and places 
them on the correct flower according to the sound of the word.  

• Phonics – place 3 petal-less flower on the board with diagraphs (for 
example, SH CH TH). Ask students to write words on petals that start or 
end with these sounds (share, chair, there, fish, beach, with) and to place 
the words on the correct flower.  

• Parts of speech – place petal-less flowers on the wall with parts of speech 
in the centre (noun, verb, adjective, adverb….). Analyse sentences looking 
at different parts of speech then place students in groups and to write a 
petal for each of the categories and add petals on the correct flower.  

• …..make(s) me feel …… - Place 2 or 3 petal-less flower on the well with 
different sentences, for example, Spring makes me feel ……, Tests make me 
feel…., Thunderstorms make me feel …. Students reflect on different 
emotional response to different situations then fill in their flower petals 
and place them on the correct flower.  

• Feedback flowers – Place petal-less flowers on the walls of the class with 
texts in the centre like: The best part of class today was…, I would like to ….. 
in class, Today’s lesson was … Brainstorm different possible answers for 
the flowers then give each student a petal to fill in a place on the correct 
flower. Use the petals to get feedback on how students are feeling in class 
or what they would like to do more or less of during lessons.  

 


