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Lesson: When you find the words 

 

Age: Secondary  
Level: Intermediate  
Time: 45-60 minutes 

 
Language is more than words on a page. It’s how we express ourselves, how we share 
ideas. Like any language, learning English can be challenging. There may be moments 
where you don’t know a word or can’t remember how to pronounce it but there will also 
be moments when you find the words and make yourself understood. Those moments 
are magic and, as a teacher, you witness them and how important they are to help 
inspire your students.  
 
During this lesson, your students will begin to think about the process and the 
experience of learning another language. Thinking about their favourite words, why 
they like them and what they mean will help them to connect with their broader 
motivations for learning English.   
 
If you would like to share the outcomes of these exercises with us, we would love to see 
them!  

• For videos or photos, you can share them with us on our social channels using 
#findthewords. (Remember to make sure you have signed model release forms 
for all participants before you share them, download a form here).   

• For written pieces or your own personal experiences, you can share these on 
social media with #findthewords or send them to us directly using our When 
you find the words online form. 

 

Materials:   
Teacher: YouTube video of a clip from The Sound of Music 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2G6dd7ikrXs (set the subtitles on auto-generate)  
 
Students: Pen and paper; poster paper and marker pens / digital technology to make a 
visual display/video/presentation 
 

 

 

 

https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words
https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words/share-your-story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2G6dd7ikrXs
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Stage  Procedure  
Warmer  
(10 mins)  

Have the video ready and on pause. Show the first scene of the video 
(everyone on the nanny’s bed). Mute the sound.   
Ask: Where are they? (in a bedroom, on the bed, with their mother, with their 
nanny,)  
How do you think the children are feeling? (Afraid, scared, worried, sleepless, 
restless)  
Play until 0:35 of the video, still on mute.  
Ask: Why are they afraid? (thunder and lightening; loud crack of thunder; a 
storm; bad weather)  
Explain that the woman is a nanny, who is paid to look after the children. 
Play the rest of the video till the end, still with no sound. Get students to 
guess:  
What is the nanny trying to do? (make the children forget about the storm; calm 
the children down; help them use ways of dealing with their anxiety/fear)  
Does she succeed? If so, how?  
Tell them that the clip is from a film called The Sound of Music.  
Ask: Has anyone ever heard of it or watched it?   
  
Explain it’s a musical. Elicit what a musical means. (A play or a film with songs 
and some dance that is choreographed to fit into the storyline.)   
Play the video again from the beginning, but this time with the sound turned 
up. Instruct students to listen and try to figure out what they think is the title 
of the song, while they are listening. Allow a discussion in pairs before 
eliciting the title.  
(“These are a few of my favourite things.”)  
Elicit the situation in the clip – the woman is the nanny looking after all the 
children, who have come to her room because they were woken up by and are 
scared of the storm. So, she is trying to make them feel better.  
  

Stage 1  
(5 mins)  

Ask each group to write down 4-5 of the ‘favourite things’ mentioned in the 
song.  
Play the song again, while students take notes.  
Allow students (in groups of 4-5) to share what they noted.  
Each group names one item on their list, while you write it up on the board.  
Play the song again and pause after each ‘favourite thing’ is mentioned to 
check if they had it on their lists, or if it was on the board.  
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Ask students: What word/words, mentioned in the song, did you like the sound 
of most? What words did you find challenging to remember? Why?  
  

Stage 2  
(10 mins)  

Summarise that the nanny in the song was singing about some of her 
favourite things. Ask students:   
What are some of your favourite words in English?  
Write up their responses.  
Ask students to discuss in groups:  
What makes the word your favourite – is it when you learnt it; the sound; the 
shape you have to make with your mouth; the fact that it’s difficult to remember 
but you’re proud you can?  
Monitor the group discussions, noting anything interesting that you could 
share with the class later (without revealing who said it!). Also note if there 
are any common thoughts being shared, because it will be useful for 
students to know that they are not alone.  
  

Stage 3  
(10 mins)  

On the blackboard/whiteboard/digital board, write:  
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
Get students to discuss the question in groups, and write their group 
thinking as a mind map.   
  

Stage 4  
(25 mins)  

Ask: How do you feel when you manage to learn a difficult word in English? 
How do you feel when you’re able to express a thought or feeling in English? 
In the future, how would you like to use English? 
Instruct students to work in groups of 4-5 and create a summary of their:  

• successes in learning English (big or small!)  
• favourite things about learning English   
• favourite words in English  
• feelings when they remember a word they were looking for in 
English.  

There are 4 points, so one person could be responsible for each and the 5th 
person is responsible for linking the 4 points together.  
It could be a poster, a video, a short play with narration, a dance with music 
and words, a short presentation, or a written paragraph.  
(The final touches could be made as a group homework, project, or in the 
next class before presenting their work. They could also be used in their 

What is my favourite 
thing about learning 

English? 
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portfolios, either physical or digital ones.)  
  

 

Share your student’s stories with #findthewords or completing this form 

https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words/share-your-story

