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The Magic - Lesson Plan 

Age: Teenagers / Young Adults / Adults 
Level: A2, B1, B1+, B2 
Time: 50-75 minutes 

Language is more than words on a page. It’s how we express ourselves, how we share 
ideas. Like any language, learning English can be challenging. There may be moments 
where you don’t know a word or can’t remember how to pronounce it but there will also 
be moments when find the words and make yourself understood. Those moments are 
magic and, as a teacher, you witness the magic of those moments and how important 
they are to help inspire your students to continue to try.  
 
Main aim: By the end of this lesson students will be able to describe how they feel 
when they achieve their goals in life 
 
If you would like to share the outcomes of these exercises with us, we would love to see 
them!  

• For videos or photos, you can share them with us on our social channels using 
#FindTheWords. (Remember if the video or photo includes the faces of your 
students you should have signed model release forms for all participants before 
you share them, download a form here).   

• For written pieces or your own personal experiences, you can share these on 
social media with #FindTheWords or send them to us directly using our When 
you find the words online form. 

 

 

The Magic lesson plan 
 
Materials: 
Print the following items, all can be found at the end of this document. 
- Memory game (print pairs of flashcards, but smaller), one per pair 
- Flashcards set  
- Handout according to the group level, one per student 
- Bingo cards, one per student 
 
 
 
 

https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words
https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words/tell-us-your-story
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New vocabulary:  
Lexis  Definition   CCQs Suggested  

Commitment  

1. the state or quality of being 
dedicated to a cause, activity, etc   
2. An engagement or obligation 
that restricts freedom of action.  

1. Is it about being dedicated to 
something? YES  
2. Is it about having an obligation to 
something? YES  

Belief  

1. an acceptance that a statement 
is true or that something exists.   
2. trust, faith, or confidence in 
someone or something.  

1. Is it something you think it exists? 
YES  
2. Is it something we have? YES  
3. Is it related to confidence? YES  

Keep up  

1. move or progress at the same 
rate as someone or something 
else.  
2. continue a course of action.  

1. Is it moving at different speed/rate 
as another person? NO - same 
speed/rate   
2. Is it about continuing with the same 
style? YES  

Reach  arrive at; get as far as.  

1. Is it to start your journey? NO  
2. Is it to finish your journey? YES  
3. Is it like arrive at your 
destination/objective? YES  

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/  

 

Stage Procedure  Interaction 

Warmer  
Activate previous 
knowledge and 
review vocab  
5-10 mins  

Activity: Feelings Memory Game  
1. Get students in pairs  
2. Give one set of the memory game to each pair  
3. Let students play for 3-5 minutes 
(Turn the cards face down, students take it in turns to 
choose and reveal a card then replace it face down. 
Students remember where each card is) 
4. After time is up, draw students’ attention to the 
flashcards provided and review vocab. Expand where 
necessary (higher level groups draw attention to extreme 
adjective to replace the ones they know)   

Pair work & 
Whole 
Group   

Lead in  
Set the 
environment to 
the discussion 
ahead through 
activation of 
schemata  
10-15 mins 

Activity: Speed-dating discussion  
1. Provide the questions below on a piece of paper or 
written/displayed on the board:  
- Can you remember your last challenge? What was it?  
- How do you feel when you achieve your objectives?  
- Do you have a goal with learning English? What is it?  
- How do you think you will feel when you achieve this goal?  
2. Standing up, get students in pairs  

Pair work & 
Whole 
Group  

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/
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3. Explain that they have 3 minutes to discuss the 
questions above and, when they hear ‘CHANGE’, they 
should find another person to discuss the same 
questions  
4. After 3 or 4 pair changes, ask students to go back to 
their seats and choose a few to report back on what they 
have heard from their peers.  
5. Ask: Do you all have the same goal with learning 
English? Why/Why not?  

Pre-
listening  
Pre-teach 
important 
vocabulary that 
will appear in 
the video  
5-7 mins  

Activity: Pre-teach words using the flashcards provided   
1. Show the flashcard to students and elicit possible 
vocabulary.   
2. Ask the concept checking questions (CCQs) to check 
comprehension of the words  
3. Write the words on the board so students can see their 
spelling  
4. Drill pronunciation and provide necessary feedback  

Whole 
group  

While-
listening  
Practice listening 
comprehension 
for gist and 
detail   
10-15 mins  

Activity 1: Gist Comprehension  
1. Explain that we are going to watch a video from Oxford 
University Press and students they should choose the 
most appropriate answer from Activity 1 
2. Share the handout provided 
3. Play the video once and ask students to complete their 
answers 
4. In pairs, students can compare their answers 
5. Collect some answers and provide feedback  
  
Activity 2: Detail Comprehension  
1. Explain to students they are going to rewatch the same 
video and answer the questions on Activity 2 
2. Using the previous handout provided, draw students’ 
attention to Activity 2  
3. Play the video and students complete the activity 
4. Ask students to compare their answers 
5. Collect some answers and provide feedback  
  
Answer key 
Activity 1: 
Beginner b. When you find the words 
Intermediate b. The video shows the possibilities you have when you 
speak other languages 

Individual 
Work & 
Pair Work  
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Advanced Answers will vary – Possible answer: The video shows the 
possibilities you have when you speak other languages 
 
Activity 2: 
Beginner Full video script here: 
Character: Morning. How are you?  
Narrator: Language is more than words on a page. It's how we express 
ourselves. How we share ideas. Learning a new language takes 
commitment, takes belief in yourself.  
Student: When he arrived home, he was shocked to discover how much...  
Teacher: Shocked to discover.  
Student: Shocked to discover.  
Teacher: Good.  
Character: I care about the future of climate change. I read lots of articles 
about the environment in English. It helps me keep up with the debate.  
Narrator: Learning English opens the door to new opportunities.   
Character: Speaking English means I can reach customers all over the 
world.  
Narrator: New perspectives. New people.  
Man: Oh sorry, let me help you.  
Woman: It's okay.  
Man: It wasn't my intention.  
Woman: Don’t worry.  
Narrator: Every tiny step forward, is part of something bigger, something 
better.  
Character: My brother makes fun of me, but I believe learning English will 
help me change the world.  
Narrator: The moments when you get it right. Moments when it takes all 
you've got. Moments when you connect.   
Narrator: When you dream. When you grow. When you find the words.  
Man: Hi.  
Woman: Hi.  
Man: Sorry. Were you waiting for a long time?  
Woman: No.  
Man: Okay, so shall we go inside?   
Woman: Yeah.  
Man: How are you?  
Woman: Fine. And you?  
Man: I'm nervous. But it's like... you know.  
Intermediate  
a. F - Language is more than words on a page. It's how we express 
ourselves. How we share ideas.   
b. F - Learning a new language takes commitment, takes belief in yourself.  
c. T   
Advanced 
a. Language is more than words on a page. It's how we express ourselves. 
How we share ideas.   
b. Learning a new language takes commitment, takes belief in yourself.  
c. Helps you keep up with the latest trends, new perspectives, new people, 
reach people all over the world  
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Post-
listening  
Consolidate 
knowledge and 
discuss 
achievements in 
life  
10-15 mins  

Activity: Bingo  
1. Individually, hand one bingo card to each student 
2. Ask students to read their cards and check for any new 
vocabulary  
3. Teach/review any word students are unfamiliar with 
4. Ask students to write other achievements in the blank 
boxes.  
5. Ask everyone to stand up. Demo with a student: 
Student A walks around the room and asks Student B: 
“Have you ever… ACTION ON THE BINGO CARD?” If Student B 
says YES, then Student A marks the action on their bingo 
card with Student B’s name.   
6. To get BINGO, it is the first student to fill out all 
achievements with other students’ names (this rule be 
can adapted locally and depending on time you have in 
your class for this activity) 
7. After completing their cards, student can follow up with 
extra questions provided on the bingo cards  
8. Run the activity until someone wins or the time is up  
9. Collect any kind of language mistake/slip for a delayed 
feedback at the end of the task 
 
For higher level groups, students can create their own 
bingo cards with goals they would like to achieve 

Pair Work &  
Group 
work  

Wrap Up  
Draw the session 
to a close and 
engage students 
with future 
tasks   
5-8 mins  

Activity: Exit Ticket  
1. After the delayed feedback moment, ask students 
‘What have you learned today’?  
2. Let them answer individually to the whole class or set 
them in pairs to discuss  
3. Everyone should have an opportunity to answer it 
before leaving the class  

Pair Work 
&  
Group 
work   

 
 
 
 
Share your student’s stories with #FindTheWords or completing this form  

 

 

https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words/tell-us-your-story
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Hand out - Beginner 

Activity 1: Watch the video and choose the best title for it:  
a. When words are too difficult  b. When you find the words  c. When you try new words 

 
Activity 2: Listen to the video again and organize the excerpts into the correct order  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Character: Speaking English means I can reach customers all over the world.  
Narrator: New perspectives. New people.  
Man: Oh sorry, let me help you.  
Woman: It's okay.  
Man: It wasn't my intention.  
Woman: Don’t worry.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Student: When he arrived home, he was shocked to discover how much...  
Teacher: Shocked to discover.  
Student: Shocked to discover.  
Teacher: Good.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Character: I care about the future of climate change. I read lots of articles about the environment in English. 
It helps me keep up with the debate.  
Narrator: Learning English opens the door to new opportunities.   
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
(  1  )   
Character: Morning. How are you?  
Narrator: Language is more than words on a page. It's how we express ourselves. How we share ideas. Learning a 
new language takes commitment, takes belief in yourself.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Narrator: The moments when you get it right. Moments when it takes all you've got. Moments when you 
connect.   
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Narrator: Every tiny step forward, is part of something bigger, something better.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Character: My brother makes fun of me, but I believe learning English will help me change the world.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Woman: Yeah.  
Man: How are you?  
Woman: Fine. And you?  
Man: I'm nervous. But it's like... you know.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
When you grow. When you find the words.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Man: Hi.  
Woman: Hi.  
Man: Sorry. Were you waiting for a long time?  
Woman: No.  
Man: Okay, so shall we go inside?  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Hand out - Intermediate 

Activity 1: Watch the video and choose the best sentence to summarize it 
  
a. The video is about finding love in other languages  
b. The video shows the possibilities you have when you speak other languages  
c. The video promotes the idea that English is the most important language in the World 
 
Activity 2: Read the sentences below. Then, rewatch the video and mark T for True and 
F for False. Correct the false statements   
 
a. Language is about words only, nothing else 
 
 
b. Learning English is simple and easy 
 
 
c. Learning English allows you to expand your horizon on different areas of life  
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Hand out - Advanced 

Activity 1: Summarize the video in your own words and share with a partner  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Activity 2: Read the questions and write your own answers 
a. According to the video, what is language about?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
b. According to the video, what makes you learn English?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
c. According to the video, how can learning English help you?  
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Bingo Cards 
 
Fill in the blank boxes with your own ideas 
 

Understood a 
video in English  

 
Recorded a 

video speaking 
in English 

Had 80% scores 
in an English test  

Read memes in 
English  

 Debated in 
English  

Read a book in 
English  

Watched a 
presentation in 

English  

Spoken to a 
native English 

speaker  

Watched a movie 
in English and 
understood  

Participated in a 
meeting/class 
discussion in 

English  

  
 Watched a video 
on social media 

in English 

Listened to a text 
and wrote the 

words correctly  

Understood 
most lyrics of a 
song in English  

Written a text in 
English  

Had 80% scores 
at in Online 

Practice  

Talked to a 
person you didn’t 
know in English  

  

Ordered food in 
English  

Presented in 
English in front of 

other people 

Traveled 
abroad and 

spoke English  
  

Told a story in 
English  

 
Blank template for students to complete with their own ideas 
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Commitment 
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Belief 
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Keep up 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



© Oxford University Press – Jonathan Macedo - January 2023  
#findthewords 

 

 
© Oxford University Press – Jonathan Macedo - January 2023  

#FindTheWords 
 

Reach 

 
 


