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The Next Steps – Learner Activity 

 

Level: Advanced 

If you need help understanding any unfamiliar words, use the Oxford Learner’s 
Dictionary www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com to find out their meanings. 

 

Introduction: Whatever you want to achieve in life, wherever you want to go, or 
however you want to express yourself, learning a language like English can connect you 
with the world. English is one of the most studied languages. It has a become a global 
language for work, education, and many other areas of life. In our internationalized 
world, learning English can serve as a key to open doors: to get to know people you 
would have otherwise never met, to share experiences you have never been able to 
share, and to go as far as you can imagine in your personal, professional, and/or 
academic life. As an advanced learner, you have been on a long learning journey. 
Reflecting on your learning journey can help you document your progress. Imagining 
the next steps of your journey can help you see where you hope to be in the future. 
Reflecting and imagining in the form of a story with a written timeline can provide a 
meaningful opportunity to use the language you are learning to connect the past, 
present, and future.  

In this activity, you will create a timeline that documents where you have come from in 
your language learning journey and where you hope it will take you next. You will think 
about your earliest language learning memories and then “story” your experience in the 
form of a timeline to where you are at present (a central point in the timeline). From 
there, you will share your goals, hopes, and/or dreams for your imagined future 
language learning experiences. This will complete your timeline. Then, you will create a 
plan to help you achieve your goals.  

When you’ve completed the activity, we would love to see the results! You can share 
them with us on social media using #FindTheWords or you can send them to us directly 
using the When you find the words online form.  
 

 

 

http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/
https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words/share-your-story
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Getting started: Telling stories helps us understand our lives. Storytelling is important 
for learning a language and using the language. Using our imagination helps us tell 
stories about the future.  

What kind of stories do you like?  

What makes a good story? 

Can you talk about your learning as a story? 

This activity will focus on English language learning experience. Think about each of the 
following questions. Write down your responses. Think of vivid examples to illustrate 
your ideas.  

Why are you learning English? (present) 

Has learning English improved your life in some way? If yes, how? (past) 

Will learning English benefit your life in the future? If yes, how? (future)  

Practice asking and answering these questions. Think about an experience you can 
share for each response.  

Optional: Ask your friends or family members. As an advanced learner, you can teach 
them how to answer. Many scholars say that we learn best from teaching others. 

 

Activity 

1) Draw a long line on a sheet of paper or use the line below. This will be the timeline of 
your learning journey. The line should have a clear starting point, a second point, a 
third/middle point, a fourth point, a fifth point, and an arrow pointing forward. These 
key points represent the start of your language learning journey, an important moment 
from your previous experience, the present state, and two points in the future, with an 
indication that the journey never ends. Remember to leave plenty of space between 
each point. See the example below (feel free to adapt it and be creative!):  

My Language Learning Journey 

 



 

 
 

© Oxford University Press – Nathan Thomas - February 2023  
#FindTheWords 

 

2) Think about what you want to include on your timeline. What you include should 
outline key experiences in your learning journey. Remember to include two experiences 
from the past, a description of the present, and two imagined future experiences. The 
future experiences should be in different contexts. What stories can you tell about your 
experiences? Be creative.  

You may decide to use some or all of the following questions to guide your thinking. You 
can also create your own questions to use as prompts.     

• When did you start your language learning journey? What was it like? Include a brief 
label that represents the theme of your experience at that time (see example below).  

• Describe an early language learning memory. Choose a memory that had a positive 
impact on your learning journey. Add a point for this memory on the timeline. Include 
a brief label that represents the theme of your experience at that time. 

• Think about where you are right now in your learning journey. What is learning a 
language like for you right now? Include a brief label that represents the theme of 
your experience right now.   

• Think about a future experience that you hope to have. Imagine what you want to do 
with English and a situation where this might be possible. Include a label as above.  

• Think about another future experience that you hope to have. Imagine what you want 
to do with English and a situation where this might be possible. This experience 
should be in a different context than the one above or at a different point in time 
(before or after the one above). Include a label as above. 

Example: 

My Language Learning Journey 

 

 

3): Think about a story that pulls together your experiences. Put your finger on each 
point on the timeline as you tell your story. For the timeline above, here is an example 
story from an advanced learner:  
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A typical student in school: When I first started learning English, I was just six years 
old. I studied English for about an hour, once a week, at a government school in 
Chiang Mai (a city in northern Thailand). I think I was a typical student in school. At 
that time, I didn’t think much about English. To me, it was just a class I had to take.  

Preparing to study abroad: In high school, I started preparing to study abroad. I 
wanted to see the world and attend a university in the UK. To help me prepare, I 
listened to the BBC news podcast every day and tried to learn the words I didn’t know. 
Sometimes it was difficult for me to understand the podcast, but I kept listening and 
improved a lot.  

Studying in the UK: As you can I see, I’m studying in the UK now. It’s difficult because 
all of my classes are in English, but I feel like I’m improving every day. I spend as 
much time as I can talking with people to use English outside of class.  

Using English at work: In the future, I want to work at an international company in 
Thailand. I’ll speak English at work and use English naturally. Speaking with 
international staff members will be easy for me, and I’ll understand them without 
much effort.  

Teaching English to my children: Finally, I hope to get married and have children. I 
want to speak English to my children so they can learn the language from a very 
young age. I’ll be able to help them with their homework and give them opportunities 
that I never had growing up.  

Write your story with lots of details. Challenge yourself. Use your imagination to talk 
about the future.  

Optional: Include more points on your timeline for additional experiences from the past 
and/or additional imagined experiences for the future. You may also want to challenge 
yourself to extend the short stories and experiences you have written into longer 
stories. 

 

4) Read your story silently. Then, read it aloud. Modify your story if you have new ideas. 
Create a new timeline if you want. Remember to check the grammar: are you using the 
correct verb tenses (past / present / future)? Are you using descriptive language? 

Now, practice telling your story. Do not look at your writing. It is okay if you cannot 
remember every word. Looking at the timeline will remind you of the ideas you wrote 
about when you had more time to craft your story. If you can, practice telling your story 
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to a friend or family member. If you are alone, imagine you are telling your story to 
someone. Writing and revising your story gives you an opportunity to say exactly what 
you want. Telling your story without looking at the writing gives you an opportunity to 
practice telling your story in spoken form. Naturally, these will be different. However, 
this sequence provides multiple opportunities for you to tell your story (and use English) 
in different ways.  

Optional: Record a short video telling your story. Use your timeline to show your 
journey. Watch yourself. Listen closely. Did you hear any mistakes? Is there anything you 
could do better? Try again. Remember to relax. Practice until telling your story feels 
natural.  

 

5) Now that you have your story, think about what you need to do to reach the future 
experiences in your journey. What are your next steps? Make a list of things you will do 
so that you can achieve your future experiences. When you finish, repeat the steps 
above. Create a story about your next steps. Writing these ideas will help you 
remember. Telling them as a story will make them seem real. Imagine yourself using 
English even more successfully than you do now. Imagining the future should motivate 
you to focus on the next steps.   

Optional: Repeat the steps above. This time, interview another learner. Take notes 
about their learning journey and key experiences. Write their story. Tell their story. 
Compare the way you tell their story to how they would tell it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Share your story about your English learning journey with #FindTheWords 


