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The Next Steps – Learner Activity 

 

Level: Beginner 

If you need help understanding difficult words, use the Oxford Learner’s Dictionary 
www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com to find the meaning of new words. 

 

Introduction: Many people learn English. It is used all over the world. Every learner is 
on a journey. Every learner has a story to tell. Beginners are starting their learning 
journeys. Thinking about your journey can help you plan your learning. In this activity, 
you will imagine yourself using English successfully. You will tell what you imagine as a 
story. Then, you will create a plan to help you achieve your goals.   

When you’ve completed the activity, we would love to see the results! You can share 
them with us on social media using #FindTheWords or you can send them to us directly 
using the When you find the words online form.  
 

Getting started: Telling stories helps us understand our lives. Storytelling is important 
for learning a language and using the language. Using our imagination can helps us tell 
stories about the future.  

What stories do you like?  

Can you talk about your learning as a story? 

 
Think about the two questions below. Write down your ideas. Think about examples 
from your life. Use a dictionary if it helps you.  

Why are you learning English? (present) 

What will you do with English in the future? (future)  

 
Sample responses, try starting your sentences with: 

 I learn English because… / I am learning English because… 

 In the future, I will… / In the future, I want to… 

http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/
https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words/share-your-story
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Practice asking and answering these questions. Think about a story you can tell.  

For more practice, ask your friends or family members. Teach them how to answer.  

 

Activity 

1) Draw a line on a sheet of paper or use the line below. This will be the timeline of your 
learning journey. One point is where you are right now. The other point is where you 
want to be. The arrow shows that your learning journey never ends. 

My Language Learning Journey 

 

 

2) Think about what you want to include on your journey. What experiences do you 
want to have? What stories can you tell? Be creative.   

You can use the questions below to help you think. You can also create your own 
questions.     

• How do you learn English? What do you do? Give your idea a title.    
• Think about a future experience. How will you use English in the future? Give your 

idea a title.  

Example: 

My Language Learning Journey 
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3) Think about a short story using your experiences. Put your finger on each point as 
you tell your story. For the line above, here is an example from a beginner:  

Listening a lot: I go to English classes. I also listen to podcasts. I do not understand 
everything, but I listen a lot. I like the sounds. I listen and speak what I hear.  

Using English at work: In the future, I will speak English at work. I will understand 
English, too. It will be easy to talk to people at work in English.   

Write your short story. Add details. Be creative. Use your imagination to talk about the 
future. Include more points on your timeline for more experiences. 

 

4) Read your story silently. Then, read it aloud. Change your story if you have new ideas. 
Create a new timeline if you want. Remember to check the grammar: are you using the 
correct tense (present/future)?  

Now, practice telling your story. Do not look at your writing. It is okay if you cannot 
remember every word. Looking at the timeline will remind you of the ideas you wrote 
about. If you can, practice telling your story to a friend or family member. If you are 
alone, imagine you are telling your story to someone.  

Optional: Record a short video telling your story. Use your timeline to show your 
journey. Watch yourself. Listen to yourself. Try again. Remember to relax. Practice helps 
you speak naturally.  

 

5) Now that you have your story, think about what you need to do to reach the future 
experiences in your journey. What are your next steps? Make a list of things you will do 
so that you can have your future experiences. When you finish, repeat the steps above. 
Create a story to tell about your next steps. Writing these ideas will help you remember. 
Telling them as a story will make them seem real. Imagine yourself using English 
successfully in the future. This should motivate you to focus on the next steps.   

 

 

 

Share your story about your English learning journey with #FindTheWords 


