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The Next Steps - Lesson Plan 

Age: Young Adults / Adults 
Level: Advanced 
Time: 50-75 minutes, but flexible. Can be started in a single class and completed at 
home or split into multiple classes with additional support. Teachers can decide how in 
depth they would like their students to go with this activity. 

Whatever you want to achieve in life, wherever you want to go, or however you want to 
express yourself, learning a language like English can connect you with the world. 
English is one of the most studied languages. It has a become a global language for 
work, education, and many other areas of life. In our internationalized world, learning 
English can serve as a key to open doors: to get to know people you would have 
otherwise never met, to share experiences you have never been able to share, and to 
go as far as you can imagine in your personal, professional, and/or academic life. 
Whether you are a beginner just starting your learning journey or an advanced learner 
with many years of experience, every learner has a story to tell. Reflecting on your 
learning journey can help you document your progress. Imagining the next steps of 
your journey can help you see where you hope to be in the future. Reflecting and 
imagining in the form of a story or timeline can provide a meaningful opportunity to use 
the language you are learning to connect the past, present, and future. 
 
Main Aim: In this lesson, your students will create a timeline that documents where 
they have come from in their language learning journey and where they hope it will take 
them next. They will think about their earliest language learning memories and then 
“story” their experience in the form of a timeline to where they are at present (a central 
point in the timeline). From there, they will share their goals, hopes, and/or dreams for 
their imagined future language learning experiences. This will complete their timeline. 
You can decide how much detail or information you would like for your students to 
include at each stage. Optional extension activities are provided throughout. 
 
If you would like to share the outcomes of these exercises with us, we would love to see 
them!  

• For videos or photos, you can share them with us on our social channels using 
#FindTheWords. (Remember if the video or photo includes the faces of your 
students you should have signed model release forms for all participants before 
you share them, download a form here).   

• For written pieces or your own personal experiences, you can share these on 
social media with #FindTheWords or send them to us directly using our When 
you find the words online form. 

https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words
https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words/tell-us-your-story
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When you find the words: The Next Steps 

 
Warmer: Explain that this lesson will focus on English language learning experience.  

Ask students to think about each of the following questions for one minute individually. 
They may write down some notes to help guide their thinking. Encourage them to think 
of vivid examples to illustrate their ideas.  

Why are you learning English? (present) 

Has learning English improved your life in some way? If yes, how? (past) 

Will learning English benefit your life in the future? If yes, how? (future)  

Ask the students to work in pairs. The students take turns asking their partner each of 
the questions above. Encourage the students to take note of any particularly vivid 
responses.   

After discussing in pairs, ask students to share their responses with the class.  

 

Lead in: Discuss the introduction provided above with the students to inform them of 
the purpose of this lesson. Focus on emphasizing the value of reflection and the 
importance of telling stories as a form of understanding experience. Storytelling is also 
an important tool for learning a language as well as using it.  

 

Stage 1: Draw a timeline on a whiteboard (or use a similar projection tool). Draw a line 
with a clear starting point, a second point, a third/middle point, a fourth point, a fifth 
point, and an arrow pointing forward. These key points represent the start of a 
language learning journey, an important moment from their previous experience, the 
present state, and two points in the future, with an indication that the journey never 
ends. Remember to leave plenty of space between each point. See the example below 
(feel free to adapt it/be creative!):  
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Stage 2: Model the process of adding five experiences to the timeline. If you are a 
second/foreign language learner yourself, you can describe a few formative events that 
represent key moments in your learning journey. Conversely, you may decide to 
describe a “friends’” or “previous students’” experience (can be imagined). You could 
also elicit information from a student to get started. Regardless of who shares, the 
purpose is to provide a model to help students think about what type of experiences 
could be mentioned. Limit your examples to a short story about each experience from 
the past, a description of the present, and one imagined future experience. Do not 
spend much time on these examples. Keep them short and simple for now. Your focus 
should be on providing enough information so that the students know how to construct 
their own timelines. 

You may decide to use some or all of the following questions as prompts. Feel free to 
design your own as well.    

• When did you start your language learning journey? What was it like? Include a brief 
label that represents the theme of your experience at that time (see example below). 

• Describe an early language learning memory. Choose one that had a positive impact 
on your learning journey. Add a point for this memory on the timeline. Include a brief 
label that represents the theme of your experience at that   

• Think about where you are right now in your learning journey. What is learning a 
language like for you right now? Include a brief label that represents the theme of 
your experience right now.   

• Think about a future experience that you hope to have. Imagine what you want to do 
with English and a situation where this might be possible. Include a label as above.  

• Think about another future experience that you hope to have. Imagine what you want 
to do with English and a situation where this might be possible. This experience 
should be in a different context than the one above or at a different point in time 
(before or after the one above). Include a label as above. 
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Example:  

 

 

Stage 3: Tell a short story using the experiences from your example timeline. Point to 
each point on the timeline as you tell your story. For the timeline above, an example 
story may sound like this:  

A typical student in school: When I first started learning English, I was just six years 
old. I studied English for about an hour, once a week, at a government school in 
Chiang Mai (a city in northern Thailand). I think I was a typical student in school. At 
that time, I didn’t think much about English. To me, it was just a class I had to take.  

Preparing to study abroad: In high school, I started preparing to study abroad. I 
want to see the world and attend a university in the UK. To help me prepare, I listened 
to the BBC news podcast every day and tried to learn the words I didn’t know. 
Sometimes it was difficult for me to understand the podcast, but I kept listening and 
improved a lot.  

Studying in the UK: As you can I see, I’m studying in the UK now. It’s difficult because 
all of my classes are in English, but I feel like I’m improving every day. I spend as 
much time as I can talking with people to use English outside of class.  

Using English at work: In the future, I want to work at an international company in 
Thailand. I’ll speak English at work and use English naturally. Speaking with 
international staff members will be easy for me, and I’ll understand them without 
much effort.  
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Teaching English to my children: Finally, I hope to get married and have children. I 
want to speak English to my children so they can learn the language from a very 
young age. I’ll be able to help them with their homework and give them opportunities 
that I never had growing up.  

Optional: Before telling the example story, you may decide to have students guess what 
your description may be like for each point on the timeline. They can use your theme 
labels as hints.   

 

Stage 4: Students create their own timeline individually with at least the five points 
described above (the start, the present, and the future). Remind them to choose an 
informative theme label.  

Optional: You may decide to have students expand their timeline—now or later in the 
activity—to include additional experiences from the past and/or additional imagined 
experiences for the future. Or, you may decide to have them expand their short stories 
into longer, more detailed stories. 

 

Stage 5: Students describe their experiences in detail. There are many ways you can 
have the students do this. Feel free to use any of the ideas below or combine them to 
suit your needs:  

• Students write individual descriptions for each theme label on the timeline.  
• Students describe their experiences in pairs. After sharing, students may ask 

follow-up questions to encourage further discussion.   
• Students work in pairs to interview each other. The students take notes of the 

story they hear. Then, they reconstruct their partner’s story and tell it to the 
class.  

• Students rotate in small groups to share the descriptions of their experiences 
multiple times and with different listeners.  

• Students record a short video telling their story and using the timeline as a visual 
aid.  

These are just a few ideas. The aim of Stage 5 is to ensure that the students’ learning 
journeys are told as stories via their descriptions for each timepoint/theme label. They 
may do this in writing, orally, or a combination of both. Moreover, they may do this 
individually or with others, in class or for homework, synchronously or asynchronously.  
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If time permits, it may be most beneficial to have students write descriptions first and 
then share them orally, taking turns to share their story with multiple students. Using a 
sequence like this provides multiple opportunities to tell their stories (and use the 
language) in different ways.  

 

Stage 6: Conclude the storytelling activity and make explicit links to the future. At this 
point, you may decide to provide instruction on language-related issues that arose 
during the previous activity (e.g., past, present, and/or future verb tenses) or simply 
comment on the content of the stories.  

Most importantly, it is important to draw students’ attention to “the next steps” in their 
journey. You may ask the students to write out a plan, discuss language learning 
strategies that may be useful to enable students to realize their imagined future 
experiences, or another extension activity. Ask your students explicitly: what are you 
next steps? It is important that the activity concludes with forward thinking about how 
they can make their imagined future experiences a reality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Share your student’s stories with #FindTheWords or completing this form  

https://elt.oup.com/feature/global/find-the-words/tell-us-your-story

