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The more you read, 
the better your English becomes.

Teacher’s Guide
The Oxford Big Read and Extensive Reading

What is Extensive Reading?
Extensive Reading is reading interesting books, at a comfortable language 
level, for pleasure.

Why is Extensive Reading so important?
Extensive Reading allows students to improve their English without 
spending more time in the classroom. Research shows that students who 
read in English increase their exposure to the language significantly. Their 
vocabulary, grammar and language skills, such as writing, listening, and 
speaking, all improve – while they are enjoying a good story! Reading for 
pleasure also gives students an enjoyable, confidence-boosting encounter 
with English. They’ll want to keep learning…

What is the Extensive Reading Foundation?
The Extensive Reading Foundation is a not-for-profit, charitable 
organization whose purpose is to support and promote extensive reading. 
Included on its board are world-renowned Extensive Reading experts 
Richard R Day, Thomas Robb and Rob Waring.

Where does Oxford University Press fit into this picture?
To help you motivate your students to read, and read more, we’ve compiled 
this Big Read pack. Keep reading for instructions on how to run an 
exciting Big Read for your students, and stand the chance of winning some 
fantastic prizes!

Calendar
September 2013: The campaign starts.

Have you got your Big Read pack from your local Oxford office?

Have you signed up? Send an email with your name, school and city to: 

info.switzerland@oup.com.

1 October – 31 December 2013: Recognise progress.

Get your students to start writing book reviews of the books they have 

been reading and decide the best five to submit in January.

Why not send in pictures of your wallchart to info.switzerland@oup.com 

and see how well your class is doing compared to other classes in 

Switzerland?

We’ll send you emails about Extensive Reading and certificates to award 

to your best students.

15 January 2014: 

The best five book reviews from your class must be received by your 

OUP Switzerland office by this date. We’ll submit our ten favourite 

reviews to Verissimo Toste for final judging. We’ll also be asking you for 

the total number of words read by your students from 1 October to 31 

December.

End of January: Recognise progress!

We’ll announce the student and class winners! 

February 2014: Prize-giving

We’ll visit the schools of the winning classes and the winning student 

for an Oxford Big Read prize-giving!
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Welcome to the Oxford Big Read!
In this pack, you will find several tools for you to run your very own Big 
Read campaign in your class or in your school. These tools include:
A Wallchart: Use this chart with your students to track reading progress 
and achievements.
A Reading Diary: This photocopiable sheet can be used by students at 
home to track progress on a daily basis.
A Book Review Form: This sheet explains how to write a good book review. 
Book reviews are an important way of ensuring that students understand 
the books they read.
A Book Order Form: A simple-to-use form for you to order your favourite 
Readers from your local Swiss bookshop.

How it Works:
Step 1: Sign up!
Send an email to info.switzerland@oup.com to register for the Oxford Big 
Read. All we need is your name, email address, school name and city!

Step 2: Decide on a final word or book target for your class.
Use the table below to help you work out how many words your students 
could read during the campaign period. Write this target in the top box on 
the chart.

Example: If the majority of students are reading Bookworms Level 3 and 
will typically read 2 books per month, the target could be: 2 books x 10,395 
words x 3 months = 62,370 words. To make this more challenging, you 
could round this up to 65,000 words or 7 books.

Step 3: Divide the total into mini-targets. 
Don’t divide the main target equally! Start with some smaller mini-targets 
to get students achieving results quickly!

Step 4: Get the books!
Take advantage of ’buy one get one free’ on all Oxford Bookworms, 
Dominoes, and Read and Discover readers. Contact your local Oxford 
University Press office for details.

You will be rewarded with a Bringing Extensive Reading into the Classroom 
book for every 50 Oxford readers bought by your students.

Step 5: Record students’ progress on the chart!
Write students’ names across the bottom of the chart… they colour in the 
boxes to match their progress. Use the online wordcounter (http://www.
oup-bookworms.com/bookworms-big-read.cfm) and the backs of the 
books to calculate wordcounts, and the Reading Diaries to track progress 
on a day by day basis and the time taken to read. This is also a good way of 
checking progress – good readers read faster! 

We will send you Oxford Big Read certificates to award to your students 
who are reading well.

Step 6: Get your students writing about their reading!
Book reviews are a great way of developing students’ reading and other 
English skills. Using the enclosed form, choose the best three reviews 
from your class and send them to us.

Step 7: WIN Prizes!
At the end of the campaign (in December), we’ll find out  
which class read the most words in English, and we’ll send our ten 
favourite student book reviews to Verissimo Toste, our Extensive 
Reading expert in Oxford for a final round of judging. Prizes will go to:
n A student for the best book review
n A class: for reading the most words in English during the period of 

the Oxford Big Read
n A class: for producing the most creative class video connected to a 

Bookworm/Domino (see the Big Read pack for more information) 

Prizes:
Student Prize Best Review: Manor Gift Voucher – CHF200
Class prize (for most words read) – 

250 Bookworms at the level of your choice
Class prize (for most  creative class video (max. 5 mins in length) 

connected to a Bookworm/Domino) – 
250 Bookworms at the level of your choice

Everyone Can Win! 
Remember, for every 50 books bought by your students you will win  
1 Bringing Extensive Reading into the Classroom book.
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