
How can I better support 
students’ moving to the 
next level of study?
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Netherlands
UK & Ireland
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Discover how other teachers have found Headway helps  
them and their students. 

We reached out to teachers like you around the world, through 
an Impact Study, to find out how they feel HEADWAY has 
delivered the learning outcomes that supported students  
moving to the next level of study. 

HEADWAY has helped 
millions of students 
progress in English  
for over 30 years. 
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Saudi Arabia
Italy

Switzerland
Germany 

Netherlands
UK & Ireland

Belgium

Kuwait
Czech Republic

Hungary
Austria
Poland
Spain
Turkey

Brazil
Mexico
Thailand
Taiwan
Japan
USA
Chile

Canada 
Vietnam
Colombia

Peru
Iran

Arab Emirates
Iraq

We asked 170 HEADWAY teachers in 28 countries

Who did we ask? 

How many years have they been teaching English for? 

5–10

Less 
than 5

More 
than 10

76%

6%

18%

3
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believe HEADWAY has helped their students progress 
to the next level of study. 

What do teachers think has the biggest 
influence on students’ ability to progress 

to the next level of study?

96%
said SPEAKING

98%
said LISTENING

98%
said READING 

93%
said WRITING

With HEADWAY,  
students achieve their goals

Which skills was HEADWAY found to help improve? 

9
out of

10

say HEADWAY supports 
students’ performance in one 
or more of the four skills.69%

teachers

4
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Why teachers choose HEADWAY.

say they are satisfied 
with HEADWAY97%

70% The approach to grammar

The range of components

Reading texts are interesting for students

Topics feature a wide range of  
authentic content

The approach to vocabulary

64%

62%

60%

66%

5
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6 Unit 1 • Home sweet home

12:31TYLER’S TWEETS

I’m spending a 
year in London!

1 The tense system • Informal language • Compound words • Casual conversations

Home and away!

TEST YOUR GRAMMAR

1 Which time expressions from the  
box can be used with the sentences  
below? Make sure the sentences  
sound natural.

when I was born never for ages
tonight frequently in the 1980s
ages ago the other day 
in a fortnight’s time recently 
during a snowstorm for a year
since 1972 later sometimes

1 My parents met in Paris.
2 They travel abroad.
3 They were working in Canada.
4 I was born in Montreal.
5 My grandparents have lived in Ireland.
6 I wrote to my grandmother.
7 My brother’s flying to Brazil on business.
8 He’s been learning Portuguese.
9 I’ll see you.

2 Talk to a partner about yourself and your 
family using some of the time expressions.
My parents met at a party thirty years ago.
Tell the class some things about each other.

AWAY FROM HOME
Tense review and informal language

1 T 1.1  Listen and read ‘Tyler’s Tweets’. 
Is the style formal or informal?  
Where is Tyler from? What does  
he find strange in London?

Tuesday, September 4, 1:42 p.m.  

Still sitting in the airport in NYC. Been waiting three hours but seems 
like FOREVER!

Tuesday, September 4, 3:20 p.m.  

Just boarded the plane for London. My first trip  
abroad except for a week in Mexico last year. I’m  
going to stay with my buddy Dave for a few days  
in north London before I meet my host family.  
Dave lives in a place called ‘Chalk Farm’. I don’t 
get it – a farm in London?

Thursday, September 6, 4:35 p.m.  

It’s fun here but kind of weird. Dave doesn’t live on a farm. His folks 
have a large apartment in a big old house. They call it a ‘flat’. I asked 
for the ‘bathroom’ – they thought I wanted a bath. I’m learning fast. 

Friday, September 7, 10:30 a.m.

Dave and I are hanging out together today. We’re on a bus! Upstairs! 
OMG! Just drove past Buckingham Palace. But they drive on the 
WRONG side of the road here. Crazy! Also, people say ‘cheers’ all 
the time. Isn’t that for making toasts? A guy just said it to me because 
I’d let him pass. 

Saturday, September 8, 7:19 p.m.

First night with my host family, the Wilsons. They seem very nice, 
but their house is a million-mile walk to the subway! (They call it the 
‘Tube’ here!) 

Saturday, September 8, 11:10 p.m.

Big day tomorrow. We’re visiting Shakespeare’s hometown. He wrote 
plays and stuff hundreds of years ago. He’s mega famous.

01 4NH UI SB U01.indd   6 19/09/2017   11:32

HEADWAY FOURTH EDITION Unit 1, Upper-Intermediate 

HEADWAY THIRD EDITION Unit 1, Intermediate 

The focus on formal and informal English 
and the inclusion of common modern 

expressions such as OMG has helped my 
students understand better the flow of 

these types of conversations.

It takes a global view of English by 
focusing on the auxiliary verbs which form 
the different tenses students should be 

familiar with, but which they may have 
difficulty using correctly. We started 

talking about some of the wonders of our 
country and some aspects of our lives here. 

The unit gives the opportunity to have 
students provide examples of different 

discoveries and inventions they may know 
of, this also allows the teacher to 

assess the students’ knowledge of the 
terms discoveries and inventions as well.

Which lessons did HEADWAY teachers feel 
helped their students the most? 

10 Unit 1 . It’s a wonderful world!

READING AND SPEAKING
Wonders of the modern world

1 Match each topic in A with two items in B.

A B

International travel solar system
airlines

Medical science competition
online

The Internet corn
health care

Agriculture drug abuse
penicillin

Space travel famine
galaxies

The Olympic Games abroad
website

2 Read the text about the wonders 
of the world. Write a topic from A
in the paragraph headings 1–6.

3 Answer the questions.

1 What has changed because of the
Internet? What will happen with 
the Internet?

2 What has happened in space
exploration since 1969?

3 What is the most noticeable result of
better health care?

4 ✗ = the number of people who
travelled abroad in the nineteenth
century. What does ✗ also equal?

5 What are the good and bad things
about the Olympics?

6 What point was Jonathan Swift
making about farmers and politicians?

7 ‘We are still here!’ Why is this a wonder?
8 What do these numbers refer to?

100 million a few hundred 1969
millions of people 47 four 1709 50

Talking about you

4 In groups, discuss one of these questions.

• What are your favourite websites?
• When did you last travel by plane? Where

were you going?
• Are there any stories about health care in the

news at the moment?
• What sporting events are taking place now or

in the near future?

WONDERS OF T
I don’t believe that today’s wonders are similar in 
kind to the wonders of the Ancient World. They were
all buildings, such as the Pyramids in Egypt, or other
architectural structures. Over the past 100 years, 
we have seen amazing technological and scientific
achievements. These are surely our modern wonders.

1

It is everywhere. More than half a billion people use it, and the number
of people who are online increases by 100 million every year. In 1994
there were only a few hundred web pages. Today there are billions.

It has revolutionized the way we live and work. But we are still in the
early days. Soon there will be more and more interactivity between the
user and the website, and we will be able to give instructions using speech.

2
In 1969, Neil Armstrong stepped out of his space capsule onto the
surface of the moon and made his famous statement: ‘That’s one small
step for a man, one giant leap for mankind’. Since then, there have been
space probes to Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, and even to the sun. One day, a
space observatory will study how the first stars and galaxies began.

So far, it seems that we are alone in the universe. There are no signs
yet that there is intelligent life outside our own solar system. But who
knows what the future holds?

03_NHW_INT_SB_01_pp6-13.qxd  13/9/10  10:24  Page 10
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7 Then and now

grammar: Past Simple 1 – Regular 
verbs • Irregular verbs

Vocabulary: Words that go 
together

everyday english: What’s the 
date? 

A l ife past and present
Past Simple – regular verbs

1  Look at the photos. Do you  
know anything about the TV star,  
Oprah Winfrey?

2  cd2 20  Read and listen to Oprah 
Winfrey’s life now. Complete Text A with 
the verbs you hear. Answer the questions.

How many people watch her show?1. 
Where does she live?2. 
Does she earn a lot of money? 3. 

3  cd2 21  Read and listen to Text B  
about Oprah’s childhood. Answer  
the questions.

Where and when was she born?1. 
Were her parents rich? 2. 
Was she smart? What could she do?3. 

grammar spot
1 Complete the sentences about Oprah.

Now she  in California.
When she was a child she  with 
her grandmother.

2  Look at Text b. Find the Past Simple of 
the verbs work, clean, receive, study, and 
start. How is it formed?

 grammar reference 7.1 p. 118

starter When were your grandparents and great-grandparents born? Where were they born? 
Do you know all their names? What were their jobs? If you know, tell the class.

Oprah Winfrey
TV star and billionaire

	 Oprah’s	childhood
She was born on January 29th, 1954 
in Kosciusko, Mississippi. Her parents 

were very poor.  Her father, Vernon 
Winfrey, worked in a coal mine and 
her mother, Vernita, cleaned houses. 
They couldn’t look after Oprah so she 
lived with her grandmother, Hattie 
Mae. Oprah was clever, she could read 
before she was three and when she 
was 17 she received a scholarship to 
Tennessee State University, where she 
studied drama. She also started reading 
the news at the local radio station.

	 Who	is	she?
Oprah Winfrey (1) is  a famous 

American TV talk show host. 
Forty-nine million people in 134 
countries (2)  her show 
every week. She (3)   

in California but she also  
(4)  an apartment in 

Chicago, where she (5) . 
Oprah is one of the richest women in 
America. She (6)  millions of 
dollars every year. She (7)  a lot 
of money to charity.

B

A

48 Unit 7 . Then and now
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7 Fame!

Grammar: Present Perfect •  
for and since

Vocabulary: Word endings
Everyday English: Making 

conversation (2)

stARtER bA

dc

FE

hG

FAMOUS FAMILIES
Present Perfect and Past Simple

1 Look at the photographs. How do you think 
the people are related?

2 Who are the sentences referring to?  
Write the names.

1.   started wrestling crocodiles at the age 
of nine.

2.   had two sons, Princes William and 
Harry.

3.   has hosted TV shows and is a “tourism 
ambassador” for Australia.

4.   wrote songs with fellow Beatle, Paul 
McCartney.

5.   has worked for CNN, NBC, and other 
TV networks.

6.   has not had as much success as a 
songwriter as his father.

7.   was the youngest U.S. president.

8.   has been in the army since he was 20.

  cd2 28  Listen and check.

What is the Past Simple and the past participle  
of these verbs? Are they regular or irregular?

write be make marry have 
come fight get speak become

  irregular Verbs on p. 153
Julian lennon (1965– ) musicianJohn lennon (1940–1980) musician

Maria shriver (1955–  ) TV news reporterJohn F. kennedy  (1917–1963) politician

bindi irwin (1998– ) TV personalitysteve irwin (1962–2006) wildlife expert

prince harry (1984– )princess diana (1961–1997)

50 Unit 7 . Fame!
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AMERICAN HEADWAY SECOND EDITION 
Unit 7, Level 1

AMERICAN HEADWAY SECOND EDITION
Unit 7, Level 2

There is a lesson about Oprah Winfrey’s life. 
The grammar to teach is the simple past and 

my students really connected the use 
and importance of this tense with the 

grammar taught in previous classes. They 
learned past tense verbs and started using 
them when talking about their childhood. I 

love this lesson!!

I like working with Unit 7 of AMERICAN 
HEADWAY Level 2, because of the choice of 

characters and pictures provided. They engage 
the learners because usually they like the 
celebrities and their lives, not to mention 
that it is very illustrative in contrasting 
present perfect versus simple present. 
I believe that students can relate better to 

language when they see familiar faces on the 
course books and have the chance to “gossip” a 

bit about them.

7
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Find out more about HEADWAY 5th 
edition here…

www.oup.com/elt 

40HW5IMPBRO18

Impact Brochure HW.indd   8 08/04/2019   10:17


