
Impact Study

How do you motivate your 
students to learn and  
think in English?



Oxford Discover is designed to create  
young thinkers with great futures
The course uses a unique inquiry-based learning approach which taps into students’ natural curiosity and enables them to ask 
their own questions, find their own answers and explore the world around them.

All the way through, students are also encouraged to develop the important skills of critical thinking, creativity, and 
collaboration, preparing them for the demands of the 21st century.

In order for students to learn language effectively, it is important that they are engaged and actively participating  
in the classroom. 

Research Objective
We undertook an impact study to find out if Oxford Discover is perceived to improve student engagement and 
participation in the primary classroom through its inquiry-based learning approach and 21st century skills methodology.

Methodology
Oxford Impact is Oxford University Press’s approach to evaluating the impact that our educational products and services have on 
teaching and learning. An impact study investigates a particular change or outcome that a product or service has on the group of 
people it is intended to help or benefit.

We reached out to 198 teachers in 49 different countries, all having used Oxford Discover for one year or more. 

Key Findings 

97% agreed that Oxford Discover enables students 
to engage and participate in learning through 21st 
century skills development 

96% believe that Oxford Discover enables students to 
engage and participate in learning through an  
inquiry-based learning approach

99% are satisfied or very satisfied with  
Oxford Discover.
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21st Century  
Skills Development
We asked teachers to what extent they agree 
with the statement ‘Oxford Discover enables 
students’ engagement and participation 
through developing all four skills in critical 
thinking, communication, collaboration and 
creativity’. 

97% of teachers reported that using Oxford 
Discover helps their students to improve in the 
full range of 21st century skills, with critical 
thinking and communication scoring  
the highest.

How does Oxford 
Discover develop  
21st Century Skills? 
Teachers provided some specific  
examples of how using Oxford Discover helps 
their students to develop the four  
21st century skills:

Inquiry-based learning 

96% of participants agreed with the statement: 
‘Oxford Discover enables students to engage 
and participate in learning through an 
inquiry-based learning approach’. Teachers 
perceive that Oxford Discover helps students 
to develop in the full range of inquiry-based 
learning skills, in particular encouraging 
inquiry owned by the student and encouraging 
students to explore the world around them. 

How does Oxford Discover’s inquiry-based learning approach 
improve engagement and participation?

Participants who agree that Oxford Discover enables  
students’ engagement and participation through  

developing 21st century skills

  Agree            Strongly agree

In creativity 

92%
In collaboration  

94%

In critical 
thinking 

98%
In communication 

97% %
55

43

‘What made me go for this material is how relevant and real life the 
production (speaking) activities are. In Unit 1, for example, students are 
asked to introduce their family members and describe their friends.’ 

Teacher, Brazil, using Oxford Discover for 1–2 years

‘The Big Questions at the beginning of the modules are excellent tools  
to foster communication and collaboration with the students.’  

Teaching Coordinator, Mexico, using Oxford Discover for 1–2 years

Inquiry-based learning skills students have developed (%)

Enabling 
students  
to ask  
their own  
questions

%
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Enabling 
students  
to find  
their own 
answers

%
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Tapping into 
students’ 
natural 
curiosity

%

Encouraging 
inquiry  
owned by  
the student

Encouraging 
students  
to explore  
the world  
around them

‘The topics are of real interest to them. Hence they would like to 
participate and share their own experience as well.’   

Head of Department, Egypt, using Oxford Discover for 3–4 years

‘In our school we have used Oxford Discover as a trampoline to engage 
students in discovering knowledge and make it their own.’

 Director of Studies, Mexico, using Oxford Discover for 1–2 years
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Teachers told  
us that:



How satisfied are teachers with Oxford Discover?
We also asked teachers to rate their general satisfaction with Oxford Discover as a teaching resource.  
99% reported that they were satisfied. Of these, 46% were very satisfied. 

 

Conclusion
This impact study found that Oxford Discover is widely perceived to improve student engagement and participation in the 
primary classroom through its inquiry-based learning approach and 21st century skills methodology. 

95% of the teachers surveyed agreed that Oxford Discover has had a positive impact on student’s engagement and participation 
in the classroom with a high majority reporting that using Oxford Discover has helped their students develop the full range of 
skills in critical thinking, communication, collaboration and creativity. 

Visit www.oup.com/elt/oxford_discover for more information
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