
New for Oxford Discover second edition 
are the Big Question Cards, which have  
been created to support you as you 
introduce each new module to the class.  
The Big Question Cards stimulate 
interest in the topic of the module, 

helping students to 
predict, infer, and  

check the meaning  
of the main learning 

points. 

1. Information Race
Aim: To introduce the module topic, to encourage discussion

a) Stick the Big Question Card on the wall at the front  
of the classroom.

b) Arrange students in groups of four. 

c) Set a time limit (3 – 5 minutes) and ask the groups to  
discuss the question. 

d) Tell students that you will help them think of ideas. They can 
come and ask you for information when they need a new idea, 
but only one student from each group can go at a time. 

e) Each group takes turns to explain their answers to the  
rest of the class.

f ) After each group’s explanation, encourage the rest of the 
children to add one more idea to the answer.
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2. Classify Me
Aim: To record new vocabulary, to practice thinking skills

a) Arrange students in groups of four or five. 

b) Give each group a copy of the Big Question Card and ask them to 
work together to make a list of vocabulary items connected to the 
question. Get the children to work together to check their spelling.

c) Ask the children to classify the words into groups or pairs 
(depending on the number of words). They should work together 
to decide how they want to classify the words. For example, 
according to topic (e.g. uncle, niece), the same number of 
syllables (e.g. uncle, rabbit), or the same number of letters (e.g. 
uncle, paper). How they do this is their choice.

d) Each group takes turns to explain to the rest of the class how 
they have classified their words.

e) After each group’s explanation, the rest of the children add one 
more word to each group.

3. The Picture in my Mind
Aim: To build vocabulary and ideas, to practice thinking skills

a) Arrange students in semi-circle and show them the Big Question 
Card. Elicit a few answers to check that they understand the question.

b) Hand out paper and colouring pens to each student. 

c) Now tell students that you want them to draw a picture to 
answer the question. Encourage students to think about what 
the question means to them. There is no correct answer, so 
encourage students to use their own knowledge of the world to 
compete their pictures. Set a time limit of four or five minutes for 
the children to draw.

d) Monitor the students as they draw and try to find one thing 
that is common among the pictures, for example in the module 
Where do we live? (Oxford Discover 1) students may draw a street 
with cars on it. When the students are finished ask Who drew  
(a car)? and encourage students to raise their hands, then ask 
What else did you draw?

e) Encourage students to share their drawings with their 
classmates. Encourage students to explain why they chose  
the things that they drew. 
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4. Pass the Question
Aim: To build vocabulary and ideas, to encourage  
speaking in the classroom

a) Ask your learners to stand or sit in a circle. Show the Big Question 
Card and explain that they should start thinking of some 
answers.

b) Put on some music and tell the students that, while the music 
plays, they should pass the card around the circle. 

c) When the music stops, the child with the Big Question Card has 
to share their answer with the class. 

d) If a child can’t think of an answer they can say pass and wait 
until the card comes back to them.

e) When the music restarts, the children continue to pass the card 
around the circle.

f ) You can say change at any time and the card will go in the 
opposite direction.

5. What’s the Connection?
Aim: To encourage children to think about the topic, to practice 
thinking skills

a) Arrange the children in small groups of four or five. 

b) Give each group an image that connects to the Big Question 
Card. For example, with Oxford Discover 3 module 1 How do 
people have fun? you could prepare images of a park, a school 
playground, sports, etc. Ensure you have enough images so that 
each group has a picture to work with.

c) Show the Big Question Card to the class and check they 
understand the question.

d) In groups, children discuss how the picture they have connects to 
the Big Question Card. Set a time limit of four or five minutes for 
the discussion.

e) Encourage the groups to share their ideas with their classmates. 
Encourage students to give as much information as they can.  
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Who are your family  
and  friends?

Where can we  
see colors?



Where do  
animals live?

How are seasons 
different?



How do numbers 
help us?

What do we  
need?



Where do we  
live?

How can we make 
music?



What are living 
things?

How are animals 
different from one 

another?



How do things 
change?

How are things 
different now from 

long ago?



When do we use 
subtraction?

How do people get 
along with each 

other?



Why should we take 
care of the Earth?

How does music 
make us feel?



What makes  
things move?

How do we  
make art?



How do people  
have fun?

Why do people move 
to new places?



Why do people  
write poems?

How do we  
measure time?



Where does energy 
come from?

How do people 
make music?



How do inventions 
change our lives?

Why do we need 
plants?



Why do we explore?

Where are we  
in the universe?



How do we know 
what happened 

long ago?

Where does food 
come from?



Why do we  
make art?

What is a city?



How do our  
bodies work?

What is the  
mass media?



What can we learn 
from nature’s 

power?

Why are biomes 
important?



Why do we protect 
animals?

What are teeth 
for?



Why are wheels 
important?

How do animals 
communicate?



What do different 
cultures give to  

the world?

Why are mountains 
important?



Why do we use 
money?

How do we express 
ourselves?



Why do we make 
buildings?

Why do we build 
bridges and 

tunnels?



What is the Earth 
made of?

Why do we wear 
masks?



Why do we like 
symmetry?

How do we use 
language?



Why do we record 
history?

What makes birds 
special?



What are we  
afraid of?

Why are stories 
important?


