
 
 

Antarctic Explorers 
These days we know a lot about our southernmost continent thanks to the work of early explorers like these: 
 

Jules Dumont (1790-1842) 
On 22nd January 1840, French explorer Jules Dumont reached the Antarctic. He named the place Adélie Land, 
after his wife, Adèle. Landing, he claimed that part of Antarctica for France. He discovered a new type of penguin 
there with a long tail, and white-ringed eyes. Adélie penguins eat krill and fish. Leopard seals eat the adult birds.   
 

Charles Wilkes (1798-1877) 
Charles Wilkes was a US Navy officer. In 1838, he led an American expedition to the Southern Ocean. He travelled 
with five ships, artists to draw things, and scientific experts in animals, plants, minerals and languages to record 
new discoveries. On 25th January 1840, Wilkes reached Antarctica. He mapped 2,400 kilometres of its coastline. 
 

James Clark Ross (1800-1862) 
Ross, a British navy officer, led an expedition to Antarctica in 1839 with two ships HMS Erebus and HMS Terror. In 
1841, he discovered the Antarctic sea now named after him. His voyage lasted until 1843. During this time, he 
mapped a large part of the Antarctic coastline. He named two volcanoes in Antarctica after his two ships. He also 
discovered the Ross seal, one of the four types of Antarctic seal. In 1847, he published a book about his journey. 
A crater on the moon is named in his honour. 
 

Roald Amundsen (1872-1928) 
From 1910 to 1912, Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen led his carefully planned Antarctic expedition. On 19th 
October 1911, he and his men left base camp. They reached the South Pole on 14th December that year. They 
wore light and loose fur clothes like the Inuit. They were all good skiers and used  huskies to pull their sledges, so 
they travelled fast. Amundsen chose a short route from coast to Pole, with eight depots of supplies. His huskies 
had no problem with the cold, and Amundsen killed the weaker animals to feed the other dogs and men on the 
journey. Everyone on Amundsen’s expedition returned to Norway alive. The Amundsen Sea is named after him. 
 

Robert Falcon Scott (1868-1912) 
A British Navy captain, Robert Falcon Scott established that Antarctica was a continent on his first expedition. His 
second Antarctic expedition began in 1910. Scott used huskies, sledges with sails, motor-sledges and ponies on 
this trip. Mears went to Siberia to buy the ponies, not the horse expert, Oates. Without snowshoes, the ponies 
sank into soft snow and this made progress slow. The ponies also suffered in the low Antarctic temperatures and 
needed to rest under blankets when sweaty after pulling the sledges. Scott killed them early on, feeding their 
meat to his dogs. Scott’s men wore heavy woollen clothes and couldn’t ski well, so they walked. Scott didn’t take 
a motor-sledge engineer with him. He travelled a longer route than Amundsen with only two depots. He and his 
men reached the South Pole on 17th January 1912. On their return, the wind was against them and this stopped 
them using sails. Oates also had bad frostbite in his feet, and this delayed them. Scott and the remaining men 
with him died in a snowstorm before reaching base camp. Scott’s family heard the news over a year later. 
 

Ernest Shackleton (1874-1922) 
Anglo-Irish explorer Shackleton began his expedition to the Antarctic in 1914. He planned to cross Antarctica on 
foot. When their ship, Endurance, became trapped in thick sea ice and was later destroyed by it, Shackleton and 
his men travelled across the ice to the remote and uninhabited Elephant Island. As the chance of a passing ship 
rescuing them there was small, Shackleton and five other man sailed a small lifeboat over 1,280 kilometres across 
the Southern Sea to the inhabited island of South Georgia. As soon as he could, Shackleton returned by ship to 
rescue the 22 men still on Elephant Island. Everyone on Shackleton’s expedition returned to England alive. 
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Questions about Different Antarctic Explorers 
 

1. How did Amundsen’s men travel so fast? 

2. How far did Shackleton travel in his lifeboat for help? 

3. How many men stayed on Elephant Island while Shackleton went off for help in a lifeboat? 

4. How many ships did Wilkes take on his expedition? 

5. How many supply depots did Amundsen’s route have? 

6. How much of the Antarctic coastline did Wilkes map? 

7. What type of clothes did Amundsen’s men wear? 

8. What type of clothes did Scott’s men wear? 

9. What was the name of Shackleton’s ship? 

10. What was wrong with Oates’s feet on the return journey? 

11. What were the names of Ross’s two ships? 

12. Which country was Dumont from? 

13. Which country was Wilkes from?  

14. Which two of these Antarctic explorers have seas named after them? 

15. Who bought the ponies for Scott’s trip? 

16. Who discovered a new type of Antarctic seal? 

17. Who discovered a new type of penguin? 

18. Who has a crater on the moon named in his honour? 

19. Why couldn’t Scott and his men use sails on the sledges on their return trip? 

20. Why did Dumont name a part of Antarctica ‘Adélie Land’? 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Antarctic Explorers - Answer Key 
 

1. They skied and used sledges pulled by huskies. 
2. 1,280 kilometres 
3. 22 
4. five 
5. eight 
6. 2,400 kilometres 
7. Light and loose fur clothes, like the Inuit 
8. Heavy woollen clothes 
9. Endurance 
10. He had frostbite in them. 
11. Erebus and Terror 
12. France 
13. The United States 
14. Ross and Amundsen 
15. Mears 
16. Ross 
17. Dumont 
18. Ross 
19. The wind was against them.  
20. Because his wife’s name was Adèle. 
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