
The First Flying Man 
Lesson Plan
by Bill Bowler

Questions
1 When do the Wright brothers make 

their first powered flight? 
2 How old is Abbas ibn Firnas when he flies in 875? 

What does he hurt? 
3 How far does Ailmer of Malmsbury fly in 1010? 

What does he break?
4 Who jumps off Stirling Castle in 1507? 

Who is he working for? 
5 What does Hezarfen Ahmet Çelebi try to fly 

across in 1630? How far is the flight? 

Answers:
1 1903, in North Carolina, USA 

2 In his 60s, his back 

3 180 metres, his legs

4 Giovanni Damiano de Falcucci, the Scottish King

5 The Bosphorus strait in Istanbul, 3.3 kilometres

With the factual background now clear, you can 
introduce your class to the reader The First Flying Man, 
a retelling of Hezarfen’s life. 

CONTINUED...

The world’s first flying men

Everybody knows about the Wright brothers’ first 
powered flight in North Carolina, USA, in 1903. But 
what about earlier flying men? What is legend? What 
is fact? It’s hard to say. But here are the stories: 

In 875, in his late 60s, inventor Abbas ibn Firnas 
jumps off a hill west of Cordoba and flies for ten 
minutes on wings of wood, cloth, and feathers. He 
hurts his back badly when he lands. Until he dies, 
twelve years later, he studies how a bird uses its 
wings and tail to control landing.

In 1010, in South West England, Eilmer, a young 
monk from the town of Malmesbury, wants to fly. 
With wings fixed to his hands and feet, he jumps 
from the tower of Malmesbury Abbey and flies 180 
metres. He breaks his legs when he lands because 
his design doesn’t have a tail.

In 1507, an Italian, Giovanni Damiano de Falcucci, 
is working for the Scottish King. He puts on wings 
with birds’ feathers on them and jumps from the 
walls of Stirling Castle. When he falls and crash 
lands, he breaks his leg. ‘Using chicken feathers, not 
eagle feathers, is the reason for my fall!’ he says.   

In 1630, in Istanbul, Hezarfen Ahmet Çelebi tries to 
fly, using fixed wings, from the Galata Tower across 
the Bosphorus strait and land safely on the other 
side. This is a flight of 3.3 kilometres.

In 18th century France, the Mongolfier and Robert 
brothers use balloons for ‘lighter-than-air’ flight. In 
the 19th century, work continues on ‘heavier-than-
air’ flight. The flight pioneers then are George Cayley 
(Britain), Jean-Marie Le Bris (France), John Louis 
Pierre Mouillard (France), Joseph Montgomery (USA), 
Otto Lillienthal (Germany) Percy Pilcher (Britain), and 
Octave Chanute (USA). All have great life stories.

When you use a fictional reader with a class, it’s a good 
idea to give students factual information connected with 
the story’s time, place, and theme. This can help them to 
understand the story better.

For example, before using the Dominoes Quick Starter 
Story The First Flying Man, ask your students to read the 
text below, and answer the questions. (Let students 
check the meaning of unknown words in a dictionary.)
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Before starting the story, pre-teach some story 
vocabulary. Instead of you, the teacher, doing this, get 
students to teach each other, like so: 

Face-to-Face Class
Put students into ABC trios, each student with a lettered 
set of six picture cards (A, B or C). 

Print out enough gapped sentence pages to have one 
ABC set per trio, and cut it into strips, separating out the 
answer keys and putting them aside for later. 

In threes, each student completes his/her gapped 
sentences, using the words in his/her picture cards, and 
the words from the other students in the trio, too.

Students check their work against the A, B, and C 
answer keys you give them.   

Online Class
Email students to download before class the lettered 
picture sheets merged with the lettered gapped 
sentences and split into A, B, and C two-page pdfs and a 
one-page pdf answer key 

Put students into groups of 3 in breakout rooms. Ask 
each trio of students to decide on the A student, the B 
student, and the C student in their room, and for each 
to do their lettered task. They can screen-share their 
lettered page of picture cards with other students in 
the room if you allow this. When students return to 
the main room, screen-share the ABC answer key so 
students can check their answers.

To finish your lessons about the reader The First Flying 
Man, ask students to re-read the factual text you began 
with. Each student should choose and research on the 
internet one of the flight pioneers mentioned in the 
text. They then make a project poster giving a summary 
(in words and pictures) of that pioneer’s life and work as 
a ‘flying man’.

Picture Cards download

Answer Key download

Gapped Sentences download
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