
A C T I V I T I E S

exam  a student 
takes these to see 
how much he or 
she knows 

laboratory/lab  
a room where a 
scientist works

university  
people study here 
after they leave 
school 

mall  a building 
with a lot of 
different stores and 
places to eat

C h a p t e r  O n e 

The accident
At nine o’clock on Saturday morning, Sara Dixon looked out 
of  the window of  her bedroom. The sky was gray and it was 
raining a little. Sara was getting ready to go out. She was happy 
that today was not a school day. This was her last year and the 
work was getting harder all the time. She had to do well in the 
coming exams. But just for today, she wasn’t studying – she had 
other plans.

Sara’s father looked through the door of  her room. He was 
wearing his coat. Mr. Dixon lived alone with Sara, his only child. 
He worked for the police in a laboratory and he loved his job. 
His daughter enjoyed listening to all his interesting stories and 
one day she wanted to work for the police too. She planned to 
go to university next year, but first she had to do those difficult 
exams.

‘Are you going out today, Sara?’ Mr. Dixon asked. 
‘Yes, Dad,’ she said. ‘Luke’s coming for me and we’re going to 

the mall. We’ll have something to eat there, I think.’
‘OK, then,’ he said. ‘I’ll see you later. I have to do some work at 

the lab. Have a good time.’
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IT company   
a business that 
works with 
Information 
Technology or 
computers

mood  when 
you are in a good 
mood, you feel 
happy

nervous  a little 
afraid or worried

Luke was Sara’s boyfriend. They usually met at the weekends 
because they were both busy during the week. Luke left school 
last year and he was trying to start an IT company. A lot of  
people wanted to do the same thing and Luke wasn’t finding life 
easy. Sara hoped that he was in a good mood today. He was very 
quiet these days and it was sometimes hard to talk to him.

The doorbell rang and Sara went to answer it. Luke was 
standing outside. She smiled at him, but he did not smile back. 
‘He’s in a bad mood again,’ Sara thought darkly.

The mall was very bright, and busy with crowds of  Saturday 
shoppers. Sara and Luke walked past the many stores, coffee 
bars and places to eat. Once or twice, Luke looked nervously 
behind him.
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stare  to look 
at something or 
someone for a 
long time

reflect  to show 
a picture of 
something,  
e.g. in the glass  
of a window

‘What is it, Luke? Have you seen someone that you know?’ 
Sara asked.

‘No, I haven’t,’ he replied.
Suddenly, Luke stopped in front of  a store which sold jeans 

and he stared into the window. Sara looked too and she 
saw that her boyfriend wasn’t looking at the clothes. He was 
staring at something behind him which was reflected in the 
glass. She looked too and saw a thin, dark man standing a few 
meters behind them. Was he following them?

‘Do you know him?’ Sara said to Luke.
‘Who?’ asked Luke. ‘What are you talking about? I’m looking 

at the jeans.’
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guess  to think 
something when 
you are not very 
sure

silence  when 
a person doesn’t 
speak

The man turned and walked away. Suddenly, Luke wasn’t 
interested in the jeans any longer, and he looked at Sara. He 
tried to smile.

‘Let’s have something to eat,’ he said.
‘All right. Where shall we go?’ asked Sara brightly.
‘Anywhere,’ said Luke shortly. ‘I’m not all that hungry.’
‘Is anything the matter?’ asked Sara. ‘You look worried.’
‘No, I’m fine. Look, here’s a place that sells sandwiches. Let’s 

go there.’
They sat down and waited without speaking for their food to 

arrive. Sara tried again to start a conversation. When she spoke, 
Luke jumped a little.

‘How are things at work?’ she asked.
Luke stared down at the table. He answered without looking 

up at Sara.
‘OK, I guess. We need to buy some new computers but it isn’t 

a good time right now. We’ll have to wait a few months,’ he said.
‘Oh well,’ she answered, smiling. ‘You’re very good at your job. 

I’m sure things will get better.’
‘How can you know that, Sara?’ asked Luke suddenly.  

He sounded nervous and angry. ‘You’re always so happy!’
‘You always liked that about me before,’ said Sara. ‘I’m only 

trying to help.’
‘I know. I’m sorry,’ said Luke. ‘But you sometimes forget that 

we don’t all have money like you. Life isn’t always easy.’
Sara looked at her boyfriend in surprise. It was true that she 

and her father did not have money troubles. Her mother was 
from a rich family. But two years ago she died very suddenly, and 
since then Sara and her dad often felt unhappy and alone. Luke 
knew this, so he never usually spoke to her in this way. Was he 
really just worried about work or was there something more? He 
often became angry with her these days. Was he bored with her?

They finished their food in uncomfortable silence. Without 
looking in any more stores, they left the mall and walked out 
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brakes  (verb to 
brake) the things 
on a car which 
help you to stop or 
go more slowly

sidewalk  this 
is where people 
walk, at the side of 
the street

towards  going 
to

scene  the place 
where something 
happens

into the street. It was very busy with lots of  traffic and crowds 
of  shoppers. The lights were on green for the traffic and they 
waited to cross the street. Suddenly, there was a loud noise of  car 
brakes and a cry went up from the sidewalk opposite them.

Somebody was lying in the street. People were screaming and 
shouting. Sara began to move quickly towards the scene of  
the accident. 

‘Come on, Luke!’ she shouted. ‘Perhaps we can help!’
But Luke was pulling her back by her arm. His face was white 

and he was staring at something in the crowd opposite.
‘No! We can’t do anything. Look, I have to go. I’ve just 

remembered something. It’s about work and it’s important. I’ll 
call you later,’ he said quickly. ‘Bye.’

Before Sara could say anything, Luke left her and he was 
running away through the crowds.

Sara looked after him for a minute. He usually wanted to help 
people. What was wrong with him? But he was moving quickly 
and soon she could not see him anymore. Sara crossed the street 
and walked towards the circle of  people who were standing 
around something on the ground.
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A C T I V I T I E SA C T I V I T I E S
READING CHECK

1 Are these sentences true or false? Tick the boxes. True False

a Sara’s mom dies before the story begins  

b Mr. Dixon works for the police.  

c Luke is a student at Sara’s school.  

d Luke and Sara go to the mall.  

e Luke is in a very good mood.  

f Luke sees something in the mall that makes him nervous.  

g Luke helps Sara after the accident.  

2 Match the first and second parts of the sentence.

a ‘Are you going out?’   1 Sara asks herself.

b ‘Is there something wrong with him?’  2 Luke asks Sara.

c ‘I’m not very hungry.’ 3 Luke says quickly.

d ‘You’re good at your job.’ 4 Mr. Dixon asks Sara.

e ‘Why are you always so happy?’ 5 Luke tells Sara.

f ‘I have to go!’ 6 Sara says to Luke.

WORD WORK
 Use suitable forms of the words in the traffic lights to complete the sentences on  

the next page.

✔

brakes

sidewalk
guess

IT company

laboratory
mall

maybe

mood

nervous

scene
staring university

reflects
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A C T I V I T I E SA C T I V I T I E S
a The sidewalk  is for people, not traffic.

b I’m not sure, but I think that  he’s afraid of her.

c He’s in a bad  because he’s lost his job.

d The  on this car are very good. The car stops in seconds!

e That man is  at me again. Do I have food on my face?

f When he finishes school my son is going to  to study languages.

g Her parents have a small  and she works there. She’s very good with 

computers.

h My hands are shaking. I’m always  when I meet new people.

i I want to buy something for John’s birthday. Let’s go to the   .

j I love it when the water  the evening light.

k I’ll go to the party, I  , but I don’t really want to go.

l After the accident, the  in the street was terrible. Everyone was crying.

m I would like to work in a  , but I’m not good at science.

GUESS WHAT
 Which of these things do you think happen in the next chapter? Tick four boxes.

a  Luke dies in the accident.

b  Sara goes to look at the accident.

c  The police and ambulance arrive.

d  Sara goes to the hospital in the ambulance.

e  Sandy arrives and talks to Sara.

f  Sara tells Sandy that she knows the person in the accident.

g  Sara runs away from Sandy.

h  Sandy and Sara go to Sara’s school.

7

4245739 L2 Sara Dixon.indd   7 09/12/2016   09:03

© Copyright Oxford University Press




