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1 ACTIVATE Imagine that someone has asked you to meet at a coffee shop because he or 
she needs your help with something. The person is 30 minutes late, which really annoys 
you. For each situation, would you say anything when the person shows up? If so, what do 
you say? 

1 The person is a close friend.

2 The person is your boss.

2 INTERACT Compare responses with a partner. How does the relationship between you 
and your friend or you and your boss affect how you speak to each of them? How does the 
setting affect what you say?

3  IDENTIFY Watch the video and answer these questions.

1 Does Dave say anything to Max that may be interpreted as negative?

2 How does Dave non-verbally communicate a negative opinion of Max?

3 Dave talks about his art success. How does this affect the conversation?

4 How does the conversation end?

REAL-WORLD ENGLISH  Picking up on implied meaning

Sometimes people avoid direct criticism of a person we are speaking to because they want 
to avoid overt conflict. Rather, they hint at their true meaning through a combination of 
intonation, sarcasm, and backhanded compliments. To avoid engaging in the same negativity, 
you can immediately say something that shows you understood the implied meaning but do 
not appreciate the person’s implied insult:

A: Those glasses do a really good job of hiding the bags under your eyes.

B: I like my glasses, too. But hey, I’m a little sensitive about my wrinkles.

Another possible way to respond to such implied negative meaning is with humor:

B: Yeah, I know. That’s why I chose them (and wink).

You can also neutrally communicate clear consequences if someone is speaking to you 
negatively:

A: Thanks for inviting me to this movie that has the worst ratings ever. What a really great way to 
spend my free time.

B: I invited you because I thought it would be fun. But if this is how you feel about something I 
invite you to do, I will just go with someone else. No big deal.
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4  ASSESS Watch the video again and watch for the 
strategies described in the Real-World English box. Would 
any of these strategies be different in your own culture? 
Share with a partner.

5 ANALYZE Write your responses to the following 
sentences. What is the speaker of each sentence implying?

A: Another F on a test! Man, you are a genius!
B: I know. I tried really hard!
1 I have the top score in class, and I don’t even study 

that hard. I guess it all comes to me naturally. 
 

2 I have so many friends on social media, 

and they always like my posts. I guess 

people feel that my life is really interesting. 
 

3 Can you believe that someone complimented 

me and then offered to buy the painting I 

made for class? I mean, I just slapped a few 

colors together without really thinking about it. 
 

4 Ugh! I was trying to be nice by offering 

my colleague a ride home. While we were 

driving, he spilled his coffee on the seat. I 

mean, who drinks coffee in a Lamborghini? 
 

5 Whenever I am out in public, a lot of people 

mistake me for that famous author. I guess 

I have one of those famous-looking faces! 
 

6 NOTICE Read the sentences in Exercise 5 out loud twice 
with different types of intonation. Does the meaning of 
each sentence change depending on the intonation?

7 EXPAND Work with a partner. Compare your responses. 
Did you choose to let the person know that you want 
them to stop? Did you communicate clear consequences? 
Did you use humor? Or did you choose another strategy? 
Take turns saying the sentences and your responses.

8 BUILD Your responses to someone’s implied meaning 
might change depending on your relationship to the 
person. What you would say in the following situations? 
Share your responses with a partner.

1 You show a photo of you and your sibling(s) as children. 

Someone says: Wow, I guess you went through an 

awkward stage as a kid. Write how you would respond 

to this person if you are:

 Not close to this person 
 

 Very close to this person 
 

2 You haven’t had time to reciprocate treating someone 

to lunch. Before your lunch break, this person starts a 

conversation with you and then looks at their watch 

and says, Geez I’m so hungry, and I didn’t pack a lunch 

today. Write how you would respond to this person if 

you are:

 Not close to this person 
 

 Very close to this person 
 

9 INTERACT Look at the situation below and work with 
a partner to prepare a conversation. Keep the dialogue 
going for one minute, and end your conversation naturally.

You bump into a colleague you have been trying to avoid 

because a few months ago you promised to attend a three-

hour after-work function that you consider extremely boring. 

You’ve also used the excuse of a packed schedule to get out 

of attending the boring event, but she or he just overheard 

you say to another co-worker that your schedule is wide open 

this week. Your colleague approaches you and says: That thing 

is tomorrow after work. I’m so shy at those events, and it would 

make me feel better if someone came with me.

 10 SHARE Role-play your conversation for the class.

GO ONLINE 
to create your own version  
of the English For Real video.
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