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Lesson 1.4 What Are You 
Implying?
Student Book pages 12 – 13

Exercise 1 ACTIVATE
1 Direct students’ attention to the video stills. Ask 

students how the two men might be feeling. Ask 
them why they think this and in what situations  
people might feel this way.

2 Ask students how they feel about waiting for people. 
Discuss how long it is acceptable to wait for someone.

3 Direct students to the two scenarios and have them read 
them independently and write their responses to each.
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Andy  I just need to get back to the office by 2:30. Hey, that’s 
amazing!

Max  Oh, that’s, uh, that’s…that’s Dave’s. My work is over 
there.

Andy: Ugh. Dave always needs attention.
Max: Yeah…yeah, no kidding.
Andy: Let’s look at your paintings.
Scene 2:
Dave Hello, Andy. Max.
Andy Hey, Dave. How’s it going?
Dave  Well, I had a huge art exhibit today. A reporter from the 

town paper was there, and she already wrote a great 
review…Look!

Max Uh, I was there, Dave, remember?
Dave  Right. Hm. It’s too bad no one looked at  

your work.
Andy I saw it.
Dave  Well, the reporter interviewed me and uh, hm, I guess 

she didn’t talk to you, Max. 
Max Er… uh. I saw her near my work.
Dave  She says here, “The farm paintings are pale in 

comparison…”
Max  Uh, that’s not what she meant, Dave! She was talking 

about the colors.
Andy  Oh…sorry, I have to get back to work.  

Bye. See you at home, Max!
Max Later! Thanks for coming.
Dave Enjoy your two seconds of fame, Max!

Real-World English
Picking up on implied meaning
1 Ask students to read the Real-World English box 

independently.
2 Have students explain sarcasm and backhanded 

compliments. Discuss the example dialogues given, and 
ask students which is sarcasm (second) and which is a 
backhanded compliment (first).

3 Ask students how they might feel in each of these 
situations, and discuss the possible appropriate reactions 
as a class.

Extra Practice
1 Put students into pairs, and have them role-play the two 

scenarios from Exercise 1. Tell students that they must 
use either a backhanded compliment or sarcasm in their 
dialogue. 

2 Choose 2–3 pairs to perform their role plays for the class.
3 Other ideas for role plays include the following: 

You are two people on a first date, and the restaurant 
one of you chose wasn’t good.
 You are two colleagues, and one of you just got a bad 
haircut.

Real-World English Strategies
Understanding implied meaning can be particularly 
difficult for learners of English, and it is important for you 
to sensitize your students to the many layers of meaning 
a single utterance can carry. However, the first step is 
to notice that an utterance should not be interpreted 
literally.
After your students have completed Exercise 1, collect 
their responses and select a few examples to display on 
the board.
For each response, ask them to decide the literal meaning 
and the implied meaning. For instance:

Answers
Students’ answers will vary. Sample answers include:
Since situation 1 is a close relationship, it could be either direct 
or indirect with body language and words. Situation 2 is not as 
close, and the boss has more power than the student; therefore, 
the student will likely not say or do anything.

Exercise 2 INTERACT
1 Have pairs compare responses from Exercise 1 and discuss 

the questions.
2 Continue the discussion as a class. Ask volunteers to share 

their ideas.

Answers
Students’ answers will vary. Sample answers include:
Students are more reluctant to tell or show their boss that they 
are annoyed even in a casual setting.

r Exercise 3 IDENTIFY
1 Ask students if they have ever been to an art exhibition 

or art opening. Ask them what usually happens at an art 
opening. Encourage students to share their experiences.

2 Explain to students they will be watching a video about 
an art exhibit and two artists: Max and Dave. You can 
direct students back to the video stills at the top of  
the page.

3 Have students watch the video and then work in pairs to 
answer the questions.

4 Explain to students that tsk is a sound that shows 
disapproval. Demonstrate by asking: What is your favorite 
sports team? When the person answers, make the 
tsk sound and say your favorite team is another one.

Answers
1 Students’ answers will vary. Sample answers include:  

Dave says the following things that may be interpreted  
as negative:
-  “Well, I had a huge art exhibit today. A reporter from the 

town paper already wrote a great review…Look!”
-  “Too bad no one looked at your work.”
-  “Well the reporter interviewed me, and uh, I guess she didn’t 

talk to you, Max.”
- “Enjoy your two seconds of fame, Max!”

2 Students’ answers will vary. Sample answers include:  
Tsk-ing, using falling intonation that exhibits sarcasm and 
condescension, uses stress on pronouns (e.g., I, me) to 
indicate comparison of his work to Max’s, showing off the 
news article while in front of Max.

3 Students’ answers will vary. Sample answers include:  
The atmosphere was already tense when Max sees Dave 
enter the coffee shop. Max gets defensive. It makes the 
conversation more negative. Max feels like he is being put 
down. Andy, on the other hand, tries to downplay what  
Dave is saying and to reassure Max about his art.

4 Students’ answers will vary. Sample answers include: Dave 
gives Max a backhanded compliment, which Max verbally 
ignores. Andy has to leave while Max is still reading the 
review. The negativity caused by Dave’s attitude lingers on.

Video Script

r English For Real Video Unit 1
Scene 1:
Andy Hey, Max. Wow, this is great.
Max Hey Andy, I’m glad you’re here.
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4 Respond by politely ignoring the message and respond with: 
Oh, I’m sorry to hear that. Do you need help finding a car 
detailing service? [Person is implying they have a cool and 
expensive car.]

5 Respond with humor: Maybe you should start giving out 
autographs! [Person is implying that they look famous.]

Exercise 6 NOTICE
1 Provide a model using the example at the beginning of 

Exercise 5. Read the sentences using different intonation.
2 Call on a couple of volunteers to read the sentences using 

different intonation (e.g., happy, sad, angry, tired).
3 Discuss with students how intonation can change the 

tone and implied meaning.

Answers
Students’ answers will vary. Sample answers include:  
Depending on the intonation used, the speaker could  
sound annoyed, angry, surprised, or like they are bragging.

Exercise 7 EXPAND
Have students work in pairs to complete the exercise. 
Remind them to vary stress and intonation.

Exercise 8 BUILD
1 Direct students to the scenarios, and have them work 

independently to create responses.
2 Circulate and provide feedback.
3 Have volunteers share some of their responses with the class.

Answers
Students’ answers will vary. Sample answers include:
1 Not close to this person: Respond with humor: You’re right, 

and I’ve only gotten worse with age!; Very close to this person: 
Respond neutrally with clear consequences: I wanted to show 
you these photos because we’re close, but if you don’t want 
to look, no big deal.

2 Not close to this person: Respond by politely ignoring the 
message and mention a way to fix it: There are some really 
good restaurants around the corner you could go to.; Very 
close to this person: Respond with humor: I guess I’m super 
popular today because my schedule is completely booked 
up! Can I take you out to lunch tomorrow?

Exercise 9 INTERACT
1 Read the scenario aloud to students.
2 Put students into pairs to create a dialogue. For variation, 

assign some students to be frenemies. Encourage them to 
use intonation, sarcasm, or backhanded compliments in 
their dialogue.

3 Circulate and provide feedback.

Exercise 10 SHARE
1 Have volunteer pairs role-play their conversation for the 

class. Explain that some students will play the role of a 
frenemy.

2 Ask students which people were frenemies and to 
describe what tactics they used to display this negative 
behavior.

Response to scenario #1: Man, nice of you to come on 
time! I almost froze to death!
Literal Meaning: The person is happy to see the friend.
 Implied Meaning: The person is upset that the friend 
is late.
Display some additional sentences that can have double 
meanings, for example:
Do whatever you want. (literal meaning: “Whatever you 
choose is fine with me.” ; implied meaning: “I really don’t 
agree with you.”)
I will think about it and get back to you. (literal meaning: “I 
will consider what you have said and let you know what I 
think.” ; implied meaning: “I think we are done discussing 
this topic; we clearly disagree.”)
Well…, this is interesting. (literal meaning: “I find this 
intriguing.” ; implied meaning: “I don’t like this.”)
Ask your students to work in pairs and come up with 
scenarios in which these statements could have an 
implied meaning that is different from literal meaning. 
They could go back to the scenarios in Exercise 1 or the 
video if they need context to situate these sentences in.
Have them share with the class.
Conclude by asking how we can predict that an utterance 
should not be understood literally. If students are stuck, 
prompt them to consider the context of the interaction, 
shared background knowledge, body language, and facial 
expressions.

r Exercise 4 ASSESS
1 Put students into pairs, and play the video again. Have 

pairs discuss the questions.
2 Share students’ ideas as a class.

Answers
Students’ answers will vary. Sample answers include:
The strategies would be different because we wouldn’t say 
anything, or the strategies would be the same because we 
might use humor to diffuse the situation.

r English For Real Video Unit 1

Exercise 5 ANALYZE
1 Look at the first sentence and response, and discuss what 

the speaker of each sentence is implying.
2 Have students work independently to write responses and 

then share them with a partner.
3 Call on volunteers to share their responses with the class.

Answers
Students’ answers will vary. Sample answers include:
1 Respond with humor: I guess you don’t need me to tutor you 

after all! [Person is implying they are smarter than the class.]
2 Respond with humor: Oh…can I be part of your entourage! 

[Person is implying they are effortlessly popular.]
3 Respond by neutrally communicating clear consequences: 

You are very talented, but you know that I struggle a lot with 
my art, and I’ve been having a difficult time. If you want to 
talk about your work, that’s fine, but I might get emotional. 
[Person is implying they are naturally talented in art.]
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