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Easter
In Serbia

Serbs celebrate Orthodox Easter 
every year, its date depends on other 
Orthodox holidays. It's always a week after 
Lazar's Saturday and after a full moon. 
According to Serbian tradition the first set of 
eggs is dyed in red and one of the 
aside until next Easter.

Easter church services are followed by 
families. Central symbol to the Serbian 
celebration of Easter is the egg, the seasonal 
symbol of new life. Usually the eggs are red 
symbolizing happiness, joy, rebirth and the 
blood of Christ. Families exchange eggs and say, 

● ● ●

ACTION!

Before reading a text 
about Easter in Serbia, 
let’s answer a simple 
questions first.

WHAT IS EASTER?

(Write some 
interesting things you 
know about Easter)

● ● ●

Serbian Culture

Orthodox Easter 
s date depends on other 

Orthodox holidays. It's always a week after 
Lazar's Saturday and after a full moon. 
According to Serbian tradition the first set of 
eggs is dyed in red and one of the eggs is set 

church services are followed by 
to the Serbian 

celebration of Easter is the egg, the seasonal 
Usually the eggs are red 

symbolizing happiness, joy, rebirth and the 
Families exchange eggs and say, 

Hristos Voskrese (Christ is risen). The response 
is Voistinu Voskrese (Indeed He is risen).

The tradition is dyeing the first set of 
eggs in red and setting one of them aside until 
next Easter. That egg is called the housekeeper, 
referring to the belief that the egg will help 
protect the home. After colouring Easter eggs, 
families traditionally spend the afternoon 
together. 

Easter Sunday starts with bells rin
in churches throughout the 
According to Orthodox tradition,
up certain food during the 40 days up to the 
Easter, making Easter Sunday a much
feast. Church services on Easter holiday are 
visited by great number of families. 
morning service, families have breakfast 
together and play the game of ‘tucanje’, which 
involves cracking eggs against each other to see 
which one breaks first.
Most Serbs spend Easter visiting friends and 
family.

Before reading a text 
about Easter in Serbia, 
let’s answer a simple 

WHAT IS EASTER?

interesting things you 
know about Easter)

Traditionally dyed eggs in Serbia

(Christ is risen). The response 
(Indeed He is risen).

The tradition is dyeing the first set of 
eggs in red and setting one of them aside until 

d the housekeeper, 
referring to the belief that the egg will help 

After colouring Easter eggs, 
families traditionally spend the afternoon 

Easter Sunday starts with bells ringing 
in churches throughout the country. 

Orthodox tradition, believers give 
during the 40 days up to the 

Easter, making Easter Sunday a much-awaited 
Church services on Easter holiday are 

visited by great number of families. After 
, families have breakfast 

gether and play the game of ‘tucanje’, which 
involves cracking eggs against each other to see 
which one breaks first.
Most Serbs spend Easter visiting friends and 

Traditionally dyed eggs in Serbia
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1 Read the text. Answer the 
about Easter in Serbia.

1. What religious event precedes 
Easter?

2. What is the central symbol of 
Easter celebration?

3. What do Serbian people say 
when they greet on Easter?

4. What is the response to the 
greeting?

5. What is a housekeeper?
6. What game do people

Easter morning?
7. How do Serbs spend Easter

Eggs dyed in onion skin

Serbian Culture

Read the text. Answer the questions 

What religious event precedes 

What is the central symbol of 

What do Serbian people say 
when they greet on Easter?
What is the response to the 

What is a housekeeper?
What game do people play on 

How do Serbs spend Easter?

2 Match the sentences with their 
definitions.
1. A holiday that’s a week before 

Easter wich is celebrated with a 
holy tree ‘vrbica’.

2. Easter symbol of happiness, joy, 
rebirth.

3. A belief that’s in Serbia for 
generations and it includes a red 
dyed egg.

4. A 40 day long Orthodox tradition 
where you give up 
and try to be better.

A. Fast
B. Housekeeper
C. Egg
D. Lazar’s Saturday

A Serbian girl painting eggs

Match the sentences with their 

y that’s a week before 
Easter wich is celebrated with a 

‘vrbica’.
Easter symbol of happiness, joy, 

A belief that’s in Serbia for 
generations and it includes a red 

A 40 day long Orthodox tradition 
where you give up certain food 
and try to be better.

Housekeeper

Lazar’s Saturday

A Serbian girl painting eggs
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3 SPEAKING Work in pairs. What do 
you do on Easter? Ask and answer 
the questions

1. Do you color eggs on Easter?
2. What’s your favorite food that you 

eat on Easter?
3. Do you get presents for Easter?
4. Do you spend Easter with family or 

friends?
…

Laras's Saturday, a.k.a. 'Vrbica'

Serbian Culture

Work in pairs. What do 
r? Ask and answer 

Do you color eggs on Easter?
What’s your favorite food that you 

et presents for Easter?
Do you spend Easter with family or 

A) What do you do on Easter Sunday?

        B) I spend
grandparents.

Laras's Saturday, a.k.a. 'Vrbica'

What do you do on Easter Sunday?

the whole day at my 


