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Parent Guide

Name of child:



Dear parents,

Kindergarten is such an important time because it shapes 
your child’s attitude to learning English. Children learn 
best if they feel safe, supported, and happy in their 
learning environment. That’s why I wrote First Friends. 
The course has been designed to make sure all our young 
learners get the best possible start when learning English.

It is always valuable to reinforce what your child is 
learning in an enjoyable way by showing them the fun 
that can be had by playing with English at home.

We are here to help and support the academic success 
of your child.

With my very best wishes, 

Author Susan Iannuzzi is an 
international teacher trainer 
and expert in early literacy. 
She has also worked in 
education as a teacher, 
editor, and program director.

Welcome
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How to use this Parent Guide:

The First Friends Parent Guide is designed to help you support 
your child’s English language learning. Each parent guide tells 
you what your child is learning in the classroom and suggests an 
activity for you and your child to do together at home. 

For each unit, there is a single parent guide for you to either print 
out or use online.

Our School 2
Unit

Vocabulary: 
My child knows these words: classroom, friend, music room, playground, sandbox,  
school bus, seesaw, teacher, sheep, shoes, fish 

Structure:
My child can ask about and identify people in school.
Who’s this? She’s / He’s (a teacher). 

My child can ask about and identify places in school.
What’s this? It’s (a sandbox). 

Value and everyday English: 
My child knows the importance of taking pride in your school.
I love our school. Yes, it’s great. The classroom looks great. 

Explore (cross-curricular):
My child can read about music. 

Phonics:
My child can recognize and say this sound: sh

My child has completed Unit 2!
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sheep shoes fish

Extra practice:
Activity Book Unit 2, Student Audio CD tracks 9–16 (Songs: tracks 12 and 16)

Home Study Activity:
Talk with your child about how to take pride in your home. Provide the materials 
for your child to make a banner to show his or her pride in your home (or an 
area of your home, such as the kitchen). Invite other family members to make 
their own banners, too.
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Each guide follows the same format: 
First, vocabulary and language structures 
are presented, followed by the unit’s value, 
everyday English, cross-curricular topic, 
and phonics.

Review the material with your child by 
opening the Student Book and having 
your child point to and say the words and 
phrases. Check the boxes on the parent 
guide when your child finishes each section.

Next, options for extra practice in the First 
Friends Activity Book and on the Student 
Audio CD are given.

Listen to the CD and do the Activity Book 
exercises with your child. 

Lastly, a Home Study Activity is suggested 
for you and your child to do at home. 
When you are finished, check the box to 
show that your child has completed the unit.
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How to help your child learn:

In addition to using First Friends Parent Guides, there are many ways that 
you can help your child learn. Here are some ideas.

  Make your home a great place to learn. Model a positive 
attitude toward learning. Give your child space and time to do 
homework without distraction. Take part in your child’s education, 
too. Look at the First Friends Student Book and Activity Book and 
let your child tell you what he or she has learned in school that day. 
Listen to the Student Audio CD together at home or in the car, 
doing the drills, repeating the dialogues, and learning the songs 
together until you can sing them along to the karaoke versions or 
without the CD. Make time to read with your child every day.

  Praise your child often, when doing the Home Study Activities. 
This will help your child gain confidence. Point out wrong answers 
gently and encourage your child to find the correct answer. Keep 
the focus on finding the answer, not on the mistake, and be sure to 
praise your child’s efforts.

  Ask questions. First Friends teaches critical thinking skills, such 
as patterning, grouping, or matching. You can encourage critical 
thinking in your child at home. Asking your child questions is one 
way to prompt your child to think. Be open to your child’s questions 
and ideas, too.

  Encourage good values. First Friends teaches basic values. Talk 
about each value with your child. Encourage your child to practice 
the value at home. Brainstorm ideas for how to do this, and then 
acknowledge and praise your child’s good behaviour. Be sure to 
model it, too!

  Make learning fun! Sing and role-play together. Do arts and 
crafts from the Student Book together, or come up with your own 
projects. Involve the whole family in your child’s learning and go 
on field trips in your neighborhood. Whenever possible, point out 
connections between First Friends and your child’s life. This will help 
your child learn to use English in real-life situations.
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Hello1
Unit

Vocabulary:
My child knows these words:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday  

Structure:
My child can introduce himself or herself. 
I’m (Baz). 
My child can talk about days of the week.
What day is it?
 It’s (Monday). 

Value and everyday English:
My child knows the importance of being helpful.
Can you help me, please?
 Sure. 

Explore (cross-curricular):
My child can read about weekly schedules. 

Phonics:
My child remembers the alphabet and the initial sounds a–z. 

Extra practice:
Activity Book Unit 1, Student Audio CD tracks 1–8 (Songs: tracks 4 and 8)

Home Study Activity:
Talk about your child’s week together. What’s on his or her schedule? If possible, point to a 
day on the calendar and take turns asking What day is it? When you answer, say what you 
do on that day, too. For example, your child might answer It’s Saturday. I’m at home.

My child has completed Unit 1!

© Oxford University Press No unauthorized photocopying. All rights reserved



Our School 2
Unit

Vocabulary: 
My child knows these words: classroom, friend, music room, playground, sandbox,  
school bus, seesaw, teacher, sheep, shoes, fish 

Structure:
My child can ask about and identify people in school.
Who’s this? She’s / He’s (a teacher). 

My child can ask about and identify places in school.
What’s this? It’s (a sandbox). 

Value and everyday English: 
My child knows the importance of taking pride in your school.
I love our school. Yes, it’s great. The classroom looks great. 

Explore (cross-curricular):
My child can read about music. 

Phonics:
My child can recognize and say this sound: sh

My child has completed Unit 2!
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sheep shoes fish

Extra practice:
Activity Book Unit 2, Student Audio CD tracks 9–16 (Songs: tracks 12 and 16)

Home Study Activity:
Talk with your child about how to take pride in your home. Provide the materials 
for your child to make a banner to show his or her pride in your home (or an 
area of your home, such as the kitchen). Invite other family members to make 
their own banners, too.



My Feelings3
Unit

Vocabulary: 
My child knows these words:  
cold, happy, hot, hungry, sad, thirsty, scared, sleepy, throw, thumb, bath 

Structure:
My child can talk about his or her feelings and ask about other people’s feelings.
Are you (cold)? Yes, I am. No, I’m not. 

Value and everyday English: 
My child knows the importance of thinking of others.
Look out! Are you OK? I think so. 

Explore (cross-curricular):
My child can read about pets. 

Phonics:
My child can recognize and say this sound: th 

My child has completed Unit 3!
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throw thumb bath

Extra practice:
Activity Book Unit 3, Student Audio CD tracks 17–24 (Songs: tracks 20 and 24)

Home Study Activity:
With your child, look at the big picture in Lessons 1 and 2. Have your child point 
to and say each feeling. Then ask each other Are you (cold)?  
Next, have your child ask each member of your family about their feelings, too. 



I Can Jump!4
Unit

Vocabulary: 
My child knows these words:  
catch, climb, draw, jump, read, run, sing, write, chocolate, beach, kitchen 

Structure:
My child can talk about ability. 
I can (jump).
I can’t (sing). 

Value and everyday English: 
My child knows the importance of being modest.
(Your picture is very good.)
Yours is, too.
Good job! 

Project (cross-curricular):
My child can make a numbers insect. 

Phonics:
My child can recognize and say this sound: ch 

My child has completed Unit 4!
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Extra practice:
Activity Book Unit 4, Student Audio CD tracks 25–32 (Songs: tracks 28, 31, and 32)

Home Study Activity:
Make up a new story with your child, using “Good Job, Baz” as a model. For 
example, you might change the characters to be you and your child and talk 
about abilities that your child does or does not have.

chocolate beach kitchen



My Home5
Unit

Vocabulary: 
My child knows these words:  
bathroom, bedroom, dining room, kitchen, living room, plant, TV, sofa, cat, hat, mat 

Structure:
My child can describe a scene.
There is (a kitchen).
There are (plants). 

Value and everyday English: 
My child knows the importance of appreciating nature.
Don’t break the plants.
 I’ll be careful. 

Explore (cross-curricular):
My child can read about plants and flowers. 

Phonics:
My child can recognize and say this sound: at

My child has completed Unit 5!
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Extra practice:
Activity Book Unit 5, Student Audio CD tracks 33–40 (Songs: tracks 36 and 40)

Home Study Activity:
Walk around your home with your child, observing what you see. Take turns 
saying There are (two TVs) or There is (a sofa). Be sure to use all of the new 
vocabulary words at least once.

cat hat mat



My Room 6
Unit

Vocabulary: 
My child knows these words:  
bed, blanket, closet, pillow, shelf, in, on, under, jet, net, wet 

Structure:
My child can describe the location of objects in a room using prepositions. 
Where is it? It’s in (the closet). It’s on (the bed). It’s under (the bed). 

Value and everyday English: 
My child knows the importance of keeping your room neat.
Let’s make the bed. Please help me. That’s better. 

Explore (cross-curricular):
My child can read about beds. 

Phonics:
My child can recognize and say this sound: et 

My child has completed Unit 6!
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Extra practice:
Activity Book Unit 6, Student Audio CD tracks 41–48 (Songs: tracks 44 and 48)

Home Study Activity:
Play a game to practice prepositions: hide an object and ask your child  
Where is it? Be sure to hide the object on, in, or under an object your child can 
name in English. After your child finds the object and answers with a complete 
sentence (It’s on the bed), switch roles.

jet net wet



On Vacation7
Unit

Vocabulary: 
My child knows these words:  
beach, bucket, crab, sandcastle, sea, shell, spade, umbrella, big, dig, wig 

Structure:
My child can ask about quantity and count the number of objects in a scene.
How many (shells) are there? There are (ten). 

Value and everyday English: 
My child knows the importance of telling the truth.
We did it. We’re sorry. 

Project (cross-curricular):
My child can make an under-the-sea collage. 

Phonics:
My child can recognize and say this sound: ig

My child has completed Unit 7!
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Extra practice:
Activity Book Unit 7, Student Audio CD tracks 49–56 (Songs: tracks 52, 55, and 56)

Home Study Activity:
Provide drawing supplies and paper, and invite your child to draw a seaside 
scene that includes all of the new vocabulary item. Then look at your child’s 
drawing together. For each vocabulary item, ask your child How many (crabs) 
are there? Have your child point and count the objects.

big dig wig



Let’s Eat!8
Unit

Vocabulary: 
My child knows these words:  
cheese, chicken, fish, milk, potato, rice, salad, soup, hop, mop, top 

Structure:
My child can describe what food people have.
She / He has (rice). 

Value and everyday English: 
My child knows the importance of respecting your elders.
Watch me. Go ahead. Now you try. 

Explore (cross-curricular):
My child can read about breakfast time. 

Phonics:
My child can recognize and say the sound: op

My child has completed Unit 8!
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hop mop top

Extra practice:
Activity Book Unit 8, Student Audio CD tracks 57–64 (Songs: tracks 60 and 64)

Home Study Activity:
With your child, find pictures of the Unit 8 foods in magazines. Say each food,  
and if possible, have your child point to the person shown with the food and say  
(He) has (salad).



Festival Fun!9
Unit

Vocabulary: 
My child knows these words:  
acrobat, bicycle, clown, drum, juggler, parrot, tent, bun, run, sun 

Structure:
My child can talk about other people’s ability.
He / She can (climb).
It can (sing). 

Value and everyday English: 
My child knows the importance of keeping places clean.
Please pick that up.
Throw it away. 

Explore (cross-curricular):
My child can read about the circus. 

Phonics:
My child can recognize and say the sound: un 

My child has completed Unit 9!
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bun run sun

Extra practice:
Activity Book Unit 9, Student Audio CD tracks 65–72 (Songs: tracks 68 and 72)

Home Study Activity:
Look at the big picture in Lessons 1 and 2. Have your child point to each 
vocabulary item and say (The juggler) can (juggle). Then, talk about a festival 
that you attended together in the past. Can you use any of the new vocabulary 
words to share your memories?



Jobs10
Unit

Vocabulary: 
My child knows these words:  
doctor, farmer, firefighter, nurse, pilot, police officer, singer, taxi driver 

Structure:
My child can ask about people and identify their jobs.
Is she / he (a doctor)?
 Yes, she / he is.
 No, she / he isn’t. 

Value and everyday English: 
My child knows the importance of being safe.
Wait. It’s not safe.
It’s safe now.
Let’s cross. 

Project (cross-curricular):
My child can grow a bean plant. 

Phonics:
My child can recognize and say all of the sounds from Level 3:  
sh, th, ch, at, et, ig, op, un 

Extra practice:
Activity Book Unit 10, Student Audio CD tracks 73–80 (Songs: tracks 76 and 79)

Home Study Activity:
With your child, talk about the jobs held by adults that your child knows. Have your child 
ask you what people do. If your child already knows a person’s job, your child can ask you 
the question, instead.

My child has completed Unit 10!
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