
Structure Future time

B Discuss which verb form is the most appropriate in each of the following sentences.

1 Excuse me. Could you tell me what time the wildlife centre opens / shall open?
2 Nuclear waste will continue / is continuing to damage the environment for years to

come.
3 We’d better cancel our country walk. They say it rains / is going to rain tomorrow.
4 I’m afraid I’m busy this afternoon – I will play / am playing tennis with Graham.
5 I’ve sold my car because I am going to start / will start cycling to work from now on.
6 There are so many bottles left over from yesterday’s party. I think I’ll take / am

taking them to be recycled.

C Match your answers for 1–6 above with the correct explanation below.

1 The present simple can be used for a definite future action, such as an event in a
timetable.

2 The present continuous can be used for arrangements.
3 Going to can be used for

a intentions and plans.
b definite predictions based on firm evidence.

4 Will can be used as an auxiliary
a to make predictions or state facts about the future.
b to make spontaneous decisions.

D Look at examples 1–5 of other ways of referring to the future.
Based on these examples, discuss in pairs when we use

be + infinitive the past continuous
the future continuous the future perfect
the future perfect continuous

1 A hundred years from now, we’ll be trying to fix the damage to our environment
that we’re causing today.

2 I was thinking of buying a fur coat, but I’ve changed my mind.
3 The Prime Minister has announced that the nuclear power plants are to close.
4 By 2050, the amount of space per global citizen will have reduced to one hectare.
5 By the time we realise the damage we are causing, we will already have been polluting

our world for too long.

E A student wrote this paragraph about what the world will be like in 2100. How far
do you agree?

F Work in groups to write your own vision of life in 2100.
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By 2100, people will have solved all the environmental difficulties and the
world will be a clean and peaceful place. Crime and violence will have been
eradicated, and everyone will live to be over 100 years of age. Technology will
be progressing faster than ever, especially in the field of computer science. …
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Tenses in future time clauses

G After words like when, as soon as, after, etc. in reference to future time, present tenses
are used.

1 Which form of the present tense is used in sentences a–c?
a Once Biosphere 1 fails, we won’t have anywhere to go.
b When you have read the report, please tell me what you think.
c We will only recognise the problems when resources are already running out.

2 Explain the effect of each form.

H Put the verb in brackets into an appropriate present tense.

1 I’ll put some sun-tan oil on when I (be) on the beach.
2 I’ll let you know when he (leave) so you can come and give him your

present.
3 You’ll feel more confident after you (swim) for a few weeks.
4 From now on, I’m going to tear my newspapers up and use them to light the fire

when I (read) them.
5 I’ll give you a lift when you (want) to go home.
6 We’ll be able to get to the duty-free while we (wait) for the plane to leave.

Future phrases I Read the extract from a newspaper article.

1 Which phrases are used to indicate what will happen?
2 Which phrase indicates that it will happen soon?

J Which of the options below are used to suggest that something will, may or
probably won’t happen?

sure

set

He is bound to succeed.
certain

likely

unlikely

K Write a short paragraph like the newspaper article above about something you
expect will happen in your country.
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The Prime Minister is about to arrive in Zurich,
where he is due to address the conference on
Environmental Protection next week. He is
expected to deliver a warning that much more
needs to be done.
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