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Listening

Walking on eggshells Look at the pictures and discuss these questions.

1 Which animals are depicted in the pictures?
2 When and where did they live?
3 How did they become extinct?

Sentence completion
A You will hear a professor talking about giant animals that became extinct in
Australia. For questions 1–9, complete the sentences with a word or short phrase.

Dating the megafauna extinction has been complicated because examining animal 

(1) can be unreliable.

Discoveries concerning (2) have produced the latest evidence.

One theory suggests that the genyornis died out due to (3) change.

It is known that plentiful (4) was a feature of the landscape in the period.

Hunting and fire have had a particularly heavy impact on (5) elsewhere.

There is insufficient (6) that the genyornis was hunted to extinction.

It is clear from its (7) that the genyornis was a plant-eater.

The stresses on the herbivorous animals had a knock-on effect on (8) .

The megafauna extinction shows that the (9) of the region must have

been in crisis.

Your views B Work in groups to discuss these questions.

1 How does the extinction of the Australian megafauna relate to endangered species today?
2 Is the environment of your country under any kind of threat?

Vocabulary Animal expressions
C Choose the correct word to complete the idioms in sentences 1–8.

crocodile dog fish frog horse snail whale wolf

1 After forgetting his wife’s birthday, Gerald was in the -house for weeks.
2 Our last holiday was great. We had a of a time.
3 Betty could tell they were only tears, because a few minutes later he was

laughing.
4 They were very poor, but Sarah’s small salary was enough to keep the from the

door.
5 I’m so nervous before I give an important speech, that I often get a in my

throat.
6 I quite enjoy walking in the hills, but rock-climbing is a whole different kettle of

.
7 Phil tried hard to promote his plan, but he was flogging a dead .
8 Even after the repairs, the train continued to move at a ’s pace.

Exam tip The answers are
taken directly from the
speaker’s words. Do not
paraphrase what you hear.
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Speaking

1 Your local council is conducting a survey on the local
environment. Complete the questionnaire for the
area where you live.

2 Work in groups to compare your answers. Give
reasons to justify your opinions.

Themed discussion

Speculating

A With a partner, look at pictures 1 and 2 and discuss
what aspect of the environment they are intended to
illustrate.

Evaluating 

B Imagine that your local council is running a
campaign to improve the environment in the city
where you live. The photographs will be used to
promote some of their ideas. Discuss which problem is
being addressed in each photo, and say how effective
you think the solution would be.

Suggesting alternatives

C Now think of two other aspects of your local
environment that you could improve and how you
could do it. Suggest images that you could use to
promote your ideas. Prepare to tell the class about what
you have chosen.
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Your council working for quality living
Help us to help you! Tell us what you think of your area.

poor not bad OK good excellent

litter

air quality

public transport

road safety

noise levels

green spaces

street lighting
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