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Introduction to the unit
The theme of this unit is happiness.
The topic provides suitable contexts for
practising the main linguistic aim of
the unit: the use of the present tenses.
The focus is not only on the differences
between the Present Simple and
Continuous but also on state verbs
which cannot be used in the
continuous. The topic allows for
practice of present active versus
present passive.

The reading text is about a clown
doctor. In the Vocabulary and listening
section, students listen as three people
describe why they like a particular
sport or activity. There are many
opportunities for both controlled and
free speaking practice throughout
the unit.

The Writing section at the back of the
book practises beginning and ending
letters and emails.

Language aims
Grammar – present states and actions At this level students should be
familiar with the forms and most of the uses of the Present Simple and
Continuous. The assumption is that work on these tenses will be revision;
therefore the tasks are quite challenging, and there are many opportunities for
students to offer their own explanations of form and use. The language is
introduced through a text about a lawyer’s lifestyle in which students are asked
to recognize and manipulate the form, in particular looking at auxiliary verbs
used to form questions, negatives, and passives. This is followed by activities to
contrast the use of the Present Simple and Continuous and focus students’
attention on state verbs, such as understand and like.

POSSIBLE PROBLEMS

Intermediate students often feel they already fully ‘know’ the Present
Simple and Continuous. In practice, however, they still make frequent
mistakes when trying to use them. The aim here is to overcome any
complacency or resistance by challenging students to ‘show off ’ their
knowledge in the Discussing grammar sections before exploring new
language, such as action versus state verbs and the passive.

The main form problem here is the use of does in the third person when
forming questions and negatives. The pronunciation of do and does in
questions is worth drilling and practising. In terms of use, trying to choose
which of the two tenses to use is often difficult. Stick with the basic rule
that we use the Present Simple to talk about something that is always true
(states and facts) or happens repeatedly (habits), and we use the Present
Continuous to talk about something that is in progress and not yet
finished (even if it is not occurring at the moment of speaking) or
something that is happening now. Students at this level usually know these
rules. The confusion comes when the use in their language is different.
This is particularly true with state verbs like understand. *Are you
understanding me? seems quite logical because it is talking about now. The
exception posed by state verbs is covered comprehensively in the unit.

If you have a monolingual class, it is often a good idea to make a list of
common errors made with these tenses. You can give students your list of
typical errors and ask them to correct them. Why not have a class discussion
on how present tenses are used in your students’ language and in English?

Vocabulary The main lexical area is sport and leisure. The task encourages
students to use their dictionaries to extend their vocabulary in their chosen
sports and leisure activities.

Get happy!

Present tenses • Simple or continuous?
Passive • Sport • Numbers and dates
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NOTE

Remind students of how useful it is to keep a
vocabulary notebook to help them learn new words.
Show an interest by regularly checking that they are
writing in it. Having occasional vocabulary tests is a
good way of making sure your students are recording
and revising new words.

Everyday English Students always make mistakes with
numbers, so the recognition and production of a variety of
these is reviewed here.

Notes on the unit

TEST YOUR GRAMMAR (SB p14)

This activity is designed to find out how much your
students know about the use of present tenses in English.
It is an opportunity for you and them to find out how
much work needs to be done and in which areas.

Ask students to work in pairs. Emphasize that you want
them to do the exercise quickly. You may want to set a time
limit. Go through the answers with the whole class, asking
for the correct answer and a brief explanation from
different pairs.

Do not give lengthy explanations as to why the sentences
are correct or incorrect. If students have questions, tell them
that you are going to be studying these tenses later in the
lesson. Also, don’t worry about how your students give their
explanations as long as they have the correct general idea.

Answers

1 They have a teenage son is correct. Have = possession is a
state verb and cannot be used in the continuous.

2 She speaks five languages is correct. She’s speaking five
languages is impossible – you can’t speak five languages at
the same time!

3 Don’t turn off the TV! I ’m watching it is correct. The
watching is happening at this moment. I watch it means that
you do this regularly, habitually. It is incorrect in this
context.

4 Oh no! It’s raining! is correct. It’s raining now, at the
moment. It rains is used to describe typical weather for a
place or season, e.g. It never/often/always rains here in
winter.

5 We think opera is boring is correct. Think = opinion is a state
verb and cannot be used in the continuous. You can use
think in the Present Continuous when it is something that is
happening now, for example I’m thinking about my
girlfriend; I’m thinking of going to Spain on holiday.

6 English is spoken all over the world is correct. People speak
English is also possible, but English itself can’t speak, and so
must be used passively.

WHAT MAKES PEOPLE HAPPY? (SB p14)

Present tenses 
1 Lead in by asking students What makes people happy?

Elicit ideas and write them on the board. Then ask
students to look at the list of ‘ingredients’ in the
Student’s Book. Check that they understand vocabulary
(supportive = helpful and sympathetic). Then ask
students to give each ‘ingredient’ a grade between 1
and 5. Let them compare their answers in pairs before
checking briefly with the whole class.

Answers

Students’ own answers.

2 Focus attention on the pictures. Elicit vocabulary to
describe the ages shown, for example, child/childhood,
teenager/youth/adolescence, middle-aged person/middle
age, senior citizen/old age/retirement.

Ask questions to get them talking, for example Who looks
happiest? What’s good/bad about being a teenager/an
adult/elderly?

Alternatively, put students in groups of three to look at
the pictures and discuss the questions in the book. In the
feedback, find out who thinks which age is the happiest.
If you have a class of mixed ages, you could ask students
to tell each other what’s so great about being their age.

3 Ask students to look at the pictures of Sidney Fisk. Ask
what they can predict about his lifestyle.

A T 2.1 Play the recording and ask students to read the
text as they listen. (Note: An interior designer is a person
whose job it is to plan the colour, style, and furnishing for
the inside of a house.)

SUGGESTION

We often suggest that students read and listen at the
same time because many of them appreciate the
reinforcement that each skill gives to the other.
However, you should feel free to vary the procedure to
suit your class. You might want your students to listen
first, then read, or simply to read without listening at
all. It is up to you.

Ask students in pairs to discuss the questions, then have
a whole-class discussion.

Possible answers

1 Good: well paid, travels, married with a family, beautiful big
house, busy.
Bad: doesn’t see his children much, often away from home,
not much time to relax, too busy.

2, 3 Students’ own answers
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GRAMMAR SPOT (SB p15)

The aim here is to review the form of the Present
Simple and Continuous in a student-centred
recognition exercise. It focuses on the way auxiliary
verbs are used. It should be an opportunity for students
to show off some grammatical knowledge.

1 Ask students to work individually to find the words
in the text.

Answers

1 They are all adverbs of frequency.

2–3 Check that students remember what an auxiliary
verb is, then put them in pairs to work through the
questions. Write the answers on the board, with
some examples provided by students, and go over
them with the whole class.

Answers

2 The Present Simple. The verbs are mostly in this tense
because the general lifestyle and daily habits of Sidney
Fisk are being described. 

3 Present Continuous: He’s working in Mexico. He’s
travelling to France.
Present Simple passive: He’s paid very well. ... his time is
spent ... . The auxiliary verb be is used to form the
passive.

4 Do the first as an example, then put students in pairs
to complete the questions and answers.

Answers

a Does he travel a lot? Yes, he does.
b Does she work in a bank? No, she doesn’t.
c Do they play golf? Yes, they do.
d Do you play tennis? No, I don’t.

e Is he paid a lot? Yes, he is.
f Is he working in France at the moment? No, he isn’t.

Refer students to Grammar Reference 2.1 and 2.2 on
SB pp135–136.

4 Ask students to complete the questions individually and
then check in pairs. Monitor and help as much as
possible at this stage. Ask students to practise asking and
answering the questions. Students will have to remember
or refer to the passage to answer correctly. Monitor and
correct all errors here.

A T 2.2 When students are ready, play the recording so
that they can check their answers. You may want to play
the recording a second time and ask your class to listen
and repeat. The pronunciation of does he? /"d@zi/ is
particularly difficult.
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Answers and tapescript

1 Is he married? Yes, he is.

2 What does he do? He’s a lawyer.

3 Where does he live? In a big house in Dallas, Texas.

4 Has he got any children? Yes, he’s got two.

5 What does his wife do? She’s an interior designer.
6 Which sports does he play? He sometimes plays golf.

7 Where is he working at the moment? In Mexico.

8 Is he paid very well? Yes, he is.

5 The activity now changes from practice of the third
person to practice of the first and second persons. Give
students a few minutes to work in their pairs to prepare
some questions. Tell them they can use the ideas in
exercise 4, or use their own ideas for questions.

IDEAS FOR OTHER QUESTIONS

• How do you relax after work/school?

• How much do you spend per week? (You could review
Mind your own business! in response to this. See Unit 1
Everyday English SB p13.)

• What do you do at the weekend/at weekends?

• How often do you go on holiday?

• How often do you do homework?

Model the activity with a strong student by asking three
or four questions from exercise 4. Put students in new
pairs to ask each other the questions. Then ask some
students to briefly describe their partners to the class.

Alternatively, you could do this as a mingle. Set a time
limit. Students walk around the room, asking as many
people as possible.

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

Workbook Unit 2
Exercises 1–4 Present Simple
Exercise 5 Pronunciation –  -s at the end of a word

PRACTICE (SB p16)

Listening and speaking 
This section further compares and contrasts the uses of the
Present Simple and the Present Continuous in a series of
accuracy-focused speaking and writing activities.

1 Before you play the recording, ask students to look at the
headline and the photos and describe Jeff Norman’s
lifestyle. Ask What do you think he does? Do you think he
likes his job? You could compare the pictures of Jeff
Norman with those of Sidney Fisk. They are exactly the
same age. Do they look similar? Do they have the same
jobs? What’s Jeff ’s job? 
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Pre-teach new vocabulary from the listening by writing
the following on the board and asking students to say
how they might be part of Jeff ’s lifestyle: tips, joggers, a
marriage counsellor.

A T 2.3 Play the recording. Students listen and answer
the questions.

Answer and tapescript

He’s a 45-year-old man with a college (UK = university) degree
who works as a paperboy, a job that is usually done by teenagers.

A T 2.3

People think it’s a joke that a man my age with a college
degree is a paperboy! But, hey, it’s great. I’m paid good money
– $60,000 a year for four hours’ work a day. On top of that I
often get $50 a week in tips. Not bad! 
My job isn’t easy. I get up at 2.00 a.m. every day, seven days a
week. The first newspaper is delivered at 2.30 a.m. I finish four
hours, 65 miles, and 1,000 newspapers later. I drive a red Chevy
Blazer and the newspapers are packed into the back. 
I love the peace and quiet in the early morning. Most of the
time I have the world to myself. Occasionally, I meet a jogger. I
usually get back home by 7.00 a.m. Then I have the rest of the
day to be with my family and do what I want. 
I have two teenage children and my wife works at the
University of Iowa. Some days I coach my kids’ baseball team,
other days I play golf. I’m also studying for my master’s degree
at the moment. I want to be a marriage counsellor eventually,
but I’m not in a hurry. I’m enjoying life too much. Some people
think it’s not much of a job but, hey, when they’re sitting in an
office, I’m playing golf! So I ask you – who has the better life? 

2 Ask students in pairs to try to remember what Jeff said
and to complete the sentences.

A T 2.4 Play the recording. Tell your students to listen
carefully to check their answers. Make sure they write the
exact words that Jeff uses. You may need to pause the
recording to give students time to write. Ask them to
compare their answers with a partner’s.

Answers and tapescript

1 I’m paid good money – $60,000 a year. And I often get

$50 a week in tips.
2 I get up at 2.00 a.m. The first newspaper is delivered at

2.30 a.m.
3 I drive a red Chevy Blazer and the newspapers are packed

into the back.
4 I love the peace and quiet.
5 Occasionally, I meet a jogger.
6 I usually get back home by 7.00 a.m.
7 My wife works at the University of Iowa.
8 Some days I coach my kids’ baseball team, other days I

play golf.
9 I’m also studying for my master’s degree at the moment. 

I want to be a marriage counsellor.

10 Some people think it’s not much of a job, but, hey, when
they’re sitting in an office, I’m playing golf.

3 Give students a few minutes to write notes about Sidney
and Jeff in the chart. Ask them to try to remember as
much as they can, then look back to the passage about
Sidney on SB p15 and the sentences about Jeff on SB p16
to check their work. Alternatively, you could put students
in pairs, and ask one student to write about Sidney while
the other writes about Jeff.

Answers

Ask students in pairs to make sentences comparing the
lifestyles of the two men. Introduce one or two useful
expressions to help them compare. Write on the board:

Sidney is a lawyer, but Jeff is a paperboy.

Both Sidney and Jeff play golf.

They both play golf.

Jeff is happier than Sidney.

WHAT DO YOU DO? (SB p17)

Simple or continuous?
This section provides controlled speaking practice in
contrasting the Present Simple and Present Continuous.

Work

Home and family

Free time

Sidney Fisk

lawyer;
works for
international
company;
paid well;
travels a lot

married;
two children, 11 and
14;
rarely sees children;
beautiful big house;
wife is interior
designer

not much free time;
plays golf with wife
at weekends

Jeff Norman

paperboy;
makes $60,000 a
year;
works 7 days a
week;
gets up 2 a.m.;
starts works
2.30 a.m. and gets
home 7.00 a.m.;
wants to be 
marriage counsellor

spends most of day
with family;
married;
two teenage
children

lots of free time;
coaches kids’
baseball team;
plays golf;
studying for
master’s degree
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1 A T 2.5 Write two general comprehension questions on
the board: What does she do? What’s she doing at the
moment? Then play the recording and elicit answers to
the questions. Play the recording again, and ask students
to read and listen at the same time.

Put students in pairs and give them a few minutes to
practise and memorize the dialogue. Then ask them to
close their books and see how much they can remember.
It can be both challenging and satisfying for students to
memorize occasionally, especially for stress and
intonation practice. Monitor the pairs as they practise,
and correct any errors, especially in the use and
pronunciation of the tenses.

2 This is a semi-controlled roleplay. Check that students
know all the jobs. Ask them in their pairs to choose two
or three and make up conversations similar to that in
exercise 1. Monitor and correct or just note errors. Then
ask selected pairs to roleplay their conversations for the
whole class.

3 This personalized activity can be short. Put students in
small groups to find out about each other, or let
students walk around the room, talking to several
different partners.

Students could write some of the conversations for
homework.

GRAMMAR SPOT (SB p17)

The aim here is to explore some of the verbs that
cannot be used in the continuous.

1–2 Read 1 and 2 to the class. Ask students to give you
more examples of action and state verbs.

3 Look together at the example. Students underline
the other six state verbs, then check with a partner.
Monitor and help.

Answers

like know understand work enjoy think (= opinion)
come play have (= possession) love want

NOTE

The fact that enjoy is an action verb can seem strange
to students, especially as like is not. You may need to
point out that like expresses an opinion, I like parties,
but with enjoy you can be active in an experience, I
enjoy parties, and I’m enjoying this party very much.
Note that think is an action verb when it is a thought
process, I’m thinking about my holiday, and have is
an action verb when it describes an activity, I’m
having lunch.

Refer students to Grammar Reference 2.3 on SB p136.

PRACTICE (SB p17)

Discussing grammar
This is the first Discussing grammar section in New
Headway Intermediate – the NEW edition. In these activities,
encourage students to work things out for themselves and
revise what they already know.

1 Go through the examples as a class, then ask students to
work individually to complete the exercise. Monitor and
help. Ask students to check their work in pairs before
going through the answers as a class.

Answers

3 ✗ I love you a lot.
4 �
5 ✗ I’m sorry. I don’t know the answer.
6 �
7 ✗ I think you speak English very well.
8 �

2 Ask students to work individually to complete the pairs
of sentences. Monitor and help. Ask them to check their
work in pairs, then go over the answers as a class. This
exercise could also be given for homework and discussed
in the next class.

Answers

1 They come from Paris.
They’re coming by car.

2 She’s having dinner now.
She has (= possession) a beautiful new car.

3 I think (= opinion) that all politicians tell lies.
I’m thinking about my girlfriend at the moment.

4 We’re not enjoying this party at all.
We don’t enjoy big parties.

5 Be quiet! I’m watching my favourite programme.
I always watch it on Thursday evenings.

6 He’s seeing (= visiting) the doctor at the moment.
I see (= understand) your problem, but I can’t help you.

7 This room is usually used for big meetings.
But today it is being used for a party.

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

Workbook Unit 2
Exercises 6 and 7 Present Simple and/or Present

Continuous
Exercises 8 Adverbs of frequency

READING AND SPEAKING (SB p18)

I’m a clown doctor!
The aim of this section is to develop students’ ability to
read for gist and specific information, to introduce the
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Present passive, and to practise further the Present Simple
and Present Continuous.

The first two exercises set the scene, create interest in the
topic, and introduce key vocabulary.

1 Elicit one or two suggestions from students of what
doctors and clowns do. Then put students into groups of
three or four and give them a few moments to make
their lists. Ask each group to tell the class their ideas.
Build up a full list of ideas on the board. You could get
half the groups to think about what doctors do, and half
to think about what clowns do.

Sample answers

(Note that other possible answers are in the answers for
exercise 2 below)
Doctors: treat patients, take your temperature, give advice on
general health, prescribe medicine
Clowns: make people laugh, entertain people

2 Ask students in their groups, or in pairs, to match the
phrases in the box with clowns or doctors. You could let
the students use a dictionary for this, although it is often
a good idea to get them to guess first. One student
usually has a good idea what each phrase means, and
encouraging them to guess meaning and explain words
to each other is part of the learning process. In the
feedback, you could check most of these words with a
mime. For example, check give injections by pretending
to use a syringe.

Answers

Clowns: wear funny clothes, make children feel better, wear
red rubber noses, tell jokes, do magic tricks, make funny faces
Doctors: make children feel better, perform operations, wear
white coats, give injections, give medicine

3 Ask students to look at the pictures and predict what a
clown doctor does.

4 Ask students to read the introduction and answer the
focus question.

Answer

Laughter

5 Ask students to read the rest of the article. Then in pairs
to answer the comprehension questions. Encourage
them to look again at the article to find the answers.

Answers

1 Lucy is Dr LooLoo. Dr Chequers is her colleague.
2 They make funny faces, tell jokes and do magic tricks.

They blow bubbles, shake hands with the kids and make
up nonsense songs. They take special balloons to make
‘balloon animals’ and tell funny stories.

3 She’s always been a clown. She worked with her father,
who was a clown, when she was eight.

4 It’s a great way to cheer up sick, frightened children in
hospital.

5 She wears a fancy coat, a yellow shirt and tights with big
stripes. She has a red rubber nose and wears her hair in 
crazy plaits.

6 Showing your feelings.
7 Because they meet the nurses and doctors, and they tell

them about particular kids who they think will benefit
from a clown doctor visit.

8 Sometimes she has a night out with friends, to unwind.
9 The Theodora Children’s Trust. It’s a charity; so she is paid

with the money people give.
10 She arrives in the hospital with her colleague, Dr

Chequers. Then she goes into the wards and meets the
children. She makes funny faces, tells jokes and does
magic tricks. She blows bubbles, shakes hands with the
kids and makes up nonsense songs for them. At lunchtime
she eats in the hospital cafeteria where she meets the
nurses and doctors. At about six o’clock she takes off her
make-up and changes her clothes. Sometimes she has a
night out with friends. When she falls into bed, she
crashes out.

GRAMMAR SPOT (SB p18)

1 Ask students to complete the sentences by looking
back at the text and finding the missing words.

Answers

All over the world, children in hospital are being treated

with a new kind of medicine.

It’s a charity; so we are paid with the money people give.

The first sentence is the Present Continuous passive. The
second sentence is the Present Simple passive.

Check the form:
... are being treated ... be + -ing + past participle
... are paid ... be + past participle

2 Ask students in pairs to complete the passive
sentences.

Answers

1 Clowns are loved by people of all ages.
2 She’s being given an injection.

Refer students to Grammar Reference 2.4 on SB p137.

Language work
6 Ask students in pairs to find the vocabulary in context.

Encourage them to guess first. They can check in their
dictionaries later. These are likely to be difficult phrases
for your students – they only need to be understood
passively at this level.
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ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

Workbook Unit 2
Exercises 9 and 10 Present passive

VOCABULARY AND LISTENING (SB p20)

Sport and leisure
1 Start the lesson by brainstorming all the sports and

activities your students can think of and writing them on
the board. Then put students in pairs or threes to look at
the pictures and add to their lists.

2 Ask students in pairs to decide whether the sports go with
play, go, or do. Check the answers with the whole class.

Answers

go snowboarding play golf do yoga
do aerobics go jogging go mountain biking
play volleyball play basketball
go fishing play football

The rules are as follows:

• We use play with a game which uses a ball, often in teams.

• We use go with a sporting activity, ending in -ing.

• We use do with a sporting activity, often an exercise activity,
not ending in -ing.

Note that there are some exceptions to these rules. For
example, do boxing.

3 Ask students to fill in the chart. Encourage them to
choose sports that most interest them. You may need to
go round and help them use their dictionaries and
sometimes for speed give them the words yourself. Be
careful with the timing of this activity. If it goes on too
long your students may become overloaded with new
vocabulary. It is a good idea to leave enough time for
them to be able to tell you and each other a bit about
their chosen sports.

4 Introduce the activity by focusing the students on the
photographs and asking which sports or activities they
are. You could pre-teach some vocabulary by asking
students to tell you what equipment is needed for each.
Try to elicit the following:
aerobics: trainers, music
skiing: skis, boots, poles, ski suit, goggles, socks, gloves
football: shorts, shirt, football boots, shin pads, tracksuit

A T 2.7 Play the recording. Ask students to listen and
take notes about Mary, Jenny, and Thomas.

Alternatively, if you have three recorders and enough
room, you can do this as a jigsaw activity. Divide the
class into three groups and ask each group to listen to
one person, answer the questions and then swap
information with the other groups. Round off the
activity by playing all three to the whole class.
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Answers

1 They’re racing about yelling.
2 I’m naturally a very cheerful person.
3 We’d be useless.
4 She’s always on my mind.
5 I have a night out with friends.
6 It helps me unwind.
7 I fall into bed and crash out.
8 I feel privileged to do this job.

7 The aim here is to use the reading as a springboard for
further practice of the Present Simple and Present
Continuous. If you don’t think your students need any
further guided work in this area, you could move straight
on to the What do you think? section that follows.

Ask students in pairs to complete the interviewer’s
questions. They may need to look back at the text.

A T 2.6 Play the recording. The full interview is
recorded so that students can develop their listening
skills whilst checking their answers. Ask them to listen
and find out if their questions are exactly the same as on
the recording. Answer any questions.

Sample answers and tapescript

I = Interviewer L = Lucy

I Do you like your job?

L Oh yes, I do.  I enjoy my job very much.
I Why do you like it so much?

L Because I love working with children and making them laugh.
I What do you wear to work?

L I wear crazy clothes. A fancy coat and stripy tights.
I Who are you working with now? Anyone special?

L Well, at the moment I’m working with a very sick little girl
from Bosnia. She’s had so many operations. She’s very
special to me.

I Does she speak any English?

L No, she doesn’t.  We communicate through laughter.
I Isn’t it tiring?

L Yes, it is. It’s very tiring indeed. I’m exhausted at the end of
each day.

I What do you do in the evenings? Do you just go home

and relax?

L No, I don’t. I often go out with friends. I have the best
friends and the best job in the world.

What do you think?
Round off the lesson with a personalized discussion on
happiness and lifestyles. Give students a few minutes to
read the questions and think about what they are going to
say. Then put them in groups of three or four to discuss.
You could make one person group leader – they have to ask
the questions and make sure everybody has a chance to
speak. You could make another student secretary – they
have to write brief notes about what each person says, and
report on what was said to the class at the end.



Answers and tapescript

A T 2.7 Mary

I’m 85 years old, but I’ve always been interested in keeping fit.
Recently, I started doing aerobics. I go once a week – on – erm
– a Thursday morning to the local old people’s day centre. It’s
really nice there. They run a special aerobics class for us. Erm –
first thing we do is exercise ... for about three quarters of an
hour. We go through all the exercises to music. There are
between four and eight of us depending on the weather, really.
We just wear loose-fitting clothes and comfortable shoes or
trainers and, – erm – apart from the music, and Julianne, our
lovely instructor, we don’t need anything else! I’m quite good at
it now. I can do most of the exercises, although there are one
or two that are a bit energetic for me at my age – erm – I’m
one of the oldest – erm – some of the others are just babies
of about sixty! Afterwards we all go for a cup of tea and a
piece of cake in the coffee bar. It’s a really nice morning.

Jenny

I didn’t start skiing until my mid 40s. Now I go once or twice a
year for two weeks, usually in early spring. I live in London, so I
go to ski resorts in Europe – in France, Italy, or Austria. At first
it was really difficult, starting in my 40s. I spent most of the
time on my bottom! But I was determined to learn so I took
some classes. My husband thought I was mad – but my
children said ‘You go for it, Mum!’ so I did and now my 

husband’s taken up skiing, too. I have my own skis, ski poles,
and boots and stuff – that I take with me, and of course all the
latest clothes – it’s important to be fashionable on the ski
slopes, you know. I have a lovely ski suit – I like to look good.
Now my instructor says I’m a very good skier and in fact I even
give lessons to friends – and my husband! If you’ve never been
skiing, you should try it. Hey, I could give you your first lesson!

Thomas

I absolutely love football. I’m crazy about it. It’s the best! I love
watching it but I ’specially enjoy playing it. I am nine years old
and I play for the local team at my school’s football pitch. I
play matches twice a week – on Friday evenings after school
and on Sunday mornings. And we also have football coaching
on Tuesday evenings when we just practise all our football
skills. It’s brilliant! Er – we all have a special kit – a football
shirt with a number on the back – er – I’m number 7, it’s my
lucky number! And we wear shorts, socks and stuff, all in
matching colours and of course our football boots – oh – and
we also have to wear shin pads for protection, you know. We
have a team tracksuit, too – but we only wear this before and
after matches and for training. Erm – my mum always comes to
support us – even when it’s raining. Mmm – my team isn’t very
good, in fact, we nearly always lose – but we don’t care! Er –
our football coach, Martin, says winning doesn’t matter – it’s
taking part that counts – mmm – maybe he’s right, but d’you
know what I think? I think it’s just fantastic when we win! Yeah.

5 This short personalized activity, picks up from exercise 1
where students may have said which sports they like.

Model the activity by interviewing a reliable student,
then ask students in pairs to interview each other. In the
feedback, ask some students to briefly summarize what
their partners said.

Alternatively, you could do this as a mingle, or you could
ask the students to ask you the questions so that they can
find out about your sporting activities.

WRITING (SB p104)

Letters and emails – beginnings and endings
Lead in by asking students a few questions about letters and
emails. How often do you email your friends? When do you
write letters? When did you last write a letter? What is
different about writing letters and writing emails?

1 Ask students in pairs to make phrases. Do one or two as
examples to get them started.

Possible answers

Starting: Dear sir/madam; Hi!
Ending: Best wishes; yours sincerely; yours faithfully; lots of
love; All my love; love; all the best

2 Ask students in pairs to decide which extracts are
beginnings and which are endings.
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1 Which
sport/
activity ... ? 

2 How often
do they do
it?

3 Where do
they do it?

4 What
equipment
and clothes
do they
need?

5 Are they
good at it? 

aerobics 

once a week
on Thursday
mornings 

local old
people’s day
centre 

loose-fitting
clothes and
trainers, 
music

quite good

skiing 

once or twice
a year for two
weeks 

France, Italy or
Austria

skis, boots,
poles, ski suit

very good

football 

Friday evenings
and Sunday
mornings.
Practice on
Tuesday
evening.

school football
pitch

special kit: a
football shirt
with a number
on the back,
shorts, socks,
football boots,
shin pads,
team tracksuit 

team isn‘t very
good

Mary Jenny Thomas 
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Answers

B = beginning E = ending

1 B 2 B/E 3 E 4 B 5 B 6 E 7 B 8 E 9 B
10 E 11 E

3 Ask students in pairs to look again at the sentences in
exercise 2 and decide which are formal/informal, and
which words and phrases helped them decide.

Answers

1 Informal Just a note to say thank you so much for having
me to stay last weekend. 

2 Formal Thank you for your letter of 16th April. Please find
enclosed a cheque for £50.00.

3 Informal Write or better still, email me soon.
4 Informal How are you doing? You’ll never guess who I saw

last week at Dan’s.
5 Formal I am writing in response to your advertisement in

yesterday’s Daily Star.
6 Formal We trust this arrangement meets with your

satisfaction.
7 Informal I’m sorry I haven’t been in touch for such a long

time.
8 Formal I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest

convenience.
9 Informal I thought I’d write rather than email for a change.

10 Formal Give my regards to Robert.
11 Informal Take care and thanks again.

4 Ask students in pairs to match the beginnings and
endings of five different letters and emails.

Answers

1 Let me know asap ...
2 It would be lovely to see you ...
3 Many thanks. I look forward ...
4 Can’t wait to see you ...
5 We apologize for the inconvenience ...

5 Ask students in pairs to continue the beginnings of the
letters and emails by adding the next lines. Do one as
an example.

Answers

3 Could you please send me your brochure ...
2 I’ve changed my job a few times ...
5 Unfortunately this amount did not include ...
1 We’ve got four tickets ...
4 We’d love to come. 

6 Discuss the answers as a class.

3 asks for information: Could you please send me
1 invites: Any chance that you two are free
5 asks for further payment: this did not include
4 accepts an invitation: We’d love to come.
2 gives news: I’ve changed ... I’ve moved ...

7 Give students a few minutes to write brief notes under
the headings, news, things done recently, and future plans.
Ask which phrases from the lesson they could use in
their email, then ask them to write it for homework.
You could ask them to email it to you! Correct it and
email it back.

NOTE

Friends Reunited is a popular website which enables
people to post news about themselves and find out
what old school or college friends are doing.

EVERYDAY ENGLISH (SB p21)

Numbers and dates
These exercises can be done at any point in the unit, for
example, as a warm-up at the beginning of a lesson. They
should all be revision and so covered quickly.

1 A T 2.8 Ask students to say the numbers, moving
quickly around the class. Check that they are putting the
stress on the correct syllable ( fifteen but fifty) and that
they are using and correctly. Then play the recording and
ask students to listen and repeat.

Answers and tapescript

fifteen, fifty, four hundred and six, seventy-two, a hundred and
twenty-eight 

ninety, nineteen, eight hundred and fifty, thirty-six, one
thousand five hundred and twenty 

two hundred and forty-seven, five thousand, one hundred
thousand, two million

Note that and is used with the last figure after hundreds,
thousands, and millions. For example, one thousand six
hundred and twelve, or ten thousand and sixteen.

2 Ask students to say the numbers in pairs. Note which
numbers they are having trouble with. Give extra
practice for these numbers when you play the recording.

A T 2.9 Play the recording so that students can listen
and repeat. Alternatively, ask them to say the number
first, then listen and check.

Tapescript

Money

four hundred pounds, fifty pence, nine euros and forty cents,
forty-seven euros ninety-nine, five thousand yen, one hundred
dollars

Fractions

a quarter, three quarters, two thirds, seven eighths, 
twelve and a half
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Decimals and percentages

six point two, seventeen point two five, fifty per cent,
seventy-five point seven per cent, one hundred per cent

Dates

nineteen ninety-five; two thousand and twenty; seventeen
eighty-nine; the fifteenth of July, nineteen ninety-four; the
thirtieth of October, two thousand and two

Telephone numbers

Oh one eight six five double five six eight nine oh
Eight hundred four five one seven five four five 
Nine one nine six double seven one three oh three

3 The aim of this exercise is to practise listening to
numbers in context.

A T 2.10 Play the recording so that students can listen
and write down the numbers. Then ask them to discuss
with a partner what each number refers to. Play the
recording again, pausing after each conversation to
discuss the answers.

Answers and tapescript 

(Students can also write the figures)

1 fifteenth, twenty-fourth (dates) 
2 four point two per cent, fifteen thousand (people out of work)
3 two (number of tickets); thirty-five pounds (the price of a

ticket); 4929 7983 0621 8849 (Visa credit card number)
4 £39.99/thirty-nine ninety-nine/thirty-nine pounds and

ninety-nine pence (the sale price of the shoes)
half (everything is half price in the sale);
£79.99/seventy-nine ninety-nine (the original price of the
shoes)

5 tenth (wedding anniversary); seven o’clock (time)

A T 2.10

1 ‘When are you going away on holiday?’
‘On the fifteenth.’
‘And when do you get back?’
‘On the twenty-fourth. I’ll give you a ring when we get home.’

2 And now the business news. The unemployment rate has
risen slightly this month. The national unemployment rate
is now 4.2%, and in our area, an estimated 15,000 people are
out of work. 

3 ‘Thank you for calling the Blackpool Concert Hall. This is 
Matt speaking. How can I help you?’
‘Oh, hi. Erm – do you still have seats for tonight’s concert?’
‘Yes, we do.’
‘Great. I’d like two tickets, please. Can I reserve them by
phone?’
‘Yes, that’s fine. Erm – tickets are £35 each. Could I have
your name, please?’
‘Yes, Sarah Dawson.’
‘Thanks.’
Can I pay by Visa?’
‘Yes, that’s fine. Erm – what’s your card number, please?’
‘It’s 4929 ... 7983 ... 0621 ... 8849.’

‘Let me read that back. 4929 ... 7983 ... 0621 ... 8849.’
‘That’s right.’

4 ‘Hey, I really like your shoes! Where d’you buy them?’
‘At that new shop in town.’
‘Oh yeah? Next to the post office?’
‘Yeah.’
‘How much were they, if you don’t mind me asking?’
‘£39.99 in the sale. Everything’s half price, you know, so they
were reduced from £79.99.’
‘What a bargain!’

5 ‘Hello?’
‘Hi, Jim. How’re things?’
‘Fine. Listen – we’re having a party this Saturday, and we
were wondering if you’d like to come. It’s our tenth wedding
anniversary.’ 
‘Congratulations. When is it?’
‘It starts at seven o’clock.’
‘Saturday at seven? Sounds good.’

4 Students work with their partner to think of and explain
five significant numbers in their lives.

Don’t forget!

Workbook Unit 2
Exercise 11 Opposite adjectives
Exercise 12 Phrasal verbs – look and be

Word list
Photocopy the Word list for Unit 2 (TB p155) for your
students. Ask them to write in the translations, learn them
at home, and/or write some of the words in their
vocabulary notebooks.
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