
106 big, large and great

1 concrete nouns: usually big or large

With concrete nouns – the names of things you can see, touch etc – we mostly
use big and large. Big is most common in an informal style.

Get your big feet off my flowers.
She is a small woman, but she has very large feet.
It was a large house, situated near the river.

2 great with concrete nouns

Great is not normally used simply to talk about physical size. In an informal
style, it is often used with concrete nouns to mean ‘wonderful’.

I’ve just got a great new flat.
And it can also be used with meanings like ‘large and impressive’.

Great clouds of smoke rose above the burning cathedral.
Another meaning is ‘famous’ or ‘important’.

Do you think Napoleon was really a great man?

3 abstract nouns: usually great

Great is common with abstract nouns – the names of things you cannot see,
touch etc.

I have great respect for her ideas. (NOT big/large respect)
His behaviour caused great annoyance. (NOT big/large annoyance)
You are making a great mistake.
Her work showed a great improvement last year.

Big can be used with countable abstract nouns in an informal style.
You’re making a big mistake.
Big bargains for weekend shoppers!

Large is used with countable abstract nouns referring to quantities, amounts
and proportions.

We’re thinking of giving your firm a very large order.
There was a large error in the accounts.
She spent large sums on entertaining.
He wrote a large part of the book while he was in hospital.

Big and large are not generally used with uncountable nouns – but note the
fixed expressions big business, big trouble.

4 large and wide

Large is a ‘false friend’ for speakers of some languages. It does not mean
‘wide’.

The river is 100 metres wide. (NOT . . . 100 metres large.)

For wide and broad, see 115.

107 [a] bit

1 use

A bit is often used as an adverb with the same meaning as a little (see 329).
She’s a bit old to play with dolls, isn’t she? s
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Can you drive a bit slower? Wait a bit.
Note that when a bit and a little are used with non-comparative adjectives, the
meaning is usually negative or critical.

a bit tired a bit expensive a little (too) old
(BUT NOT a bit kind, a little interesting)

2 a bit of a

A bit of a can be used before some nouns in an informal style. The meaning is
similar to rather a (see 490).

He’s a bit of a fool, if you ask me. I’ve got a bit of a problem.

3 not a bit

The informal expression not a bit means ‘not at all’.
I’m not a bit tired. Do you mind if I put some music on?�Not a bit.

For a bit with comparative adjectives and adverbs, see 140.

108 born and borne

1 be born

To talk about coming into the world at birth, we use the passive expression
to be born.

Hundreds of children are born deaf every year.
To give a place or date of birth, we use the simple past: was/were born.

I was born in 1936. (NOT I am born in 1936.)
My parents were born in Scotland.

2 the verb bear

The verb bear (bore, borne) is used to talk about accepting or tolerating
difficult experiences. It is most common in the expression can’t bear (= hate,
can’t stand).

I can’t bear her voice.
In a very formal style, bear can be used with other meanings, including ‘give
birth to’ and ‘carry’.

She bore six children in seven years. (More normal: She had six children . . .)
The king’s body was borne away to the cathedral.

109 borrow and lend

Borrowing is taking (for a time).
Can I borrow your bicycle? (NOT Can I lend your bicycle?)

You borrow something from somebody.
I borrowed a pound from my brother. (NOT I borrowed my brother a pound.)

Lending (AmE also loaning) is giving (for a time). You lend something to
somebody, or lend somebody something.

I lent my coat to Steve, and I never saw it again.
Lend me your comb for a minute, will you? (NOT Borrow me your . . .)

For lend in passive structures, see 415.
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