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Few people would accept a theory of human learning as nothing but 
stimulus-response and feedback. We agree that human agency means 
more than a hyphen between S and R, or a black box beyond scrutiny. 
So long as we accept the importance of human agency in learning 
and agree that, besides individual differences such as aptitude and 
motivation, what learners choose to do also makes a difference in 
the learning process, we should give learners’ strategic behaviors the 
rightful place they deserve in a theory of learning in general and in L2 
acquisition in particular. 

Language learner strategy research focuses on the learner’s decision-
making process and the behaviors involving learning decisions aimed 
at maximizing results. Since the publication of Rubin (1975) and 
Stern (1975), learner strategy research has gained vibrancy in applied 
linguistics enquiry. Indeed, the theoretical breadth and depth and 
empirical scope and rigor of this volume reveal the maturity and vitality 
of this confident and self-reflective field. 

Yet many both inside and outside the learner strategy tradition feel 
we have reached a crossroads. Since we have already established that 
frequent use of a large repertoire of strategies is positively related to 
learning results, we need more research investigating the real picture, 
which is more complex. For example, there is still lack of consensus 
as to what constitutes a language learner strategy. We also need more 
rigorous research designs and practices, and more tangible and useful 
applications for teachers and learners. 

While I appreciate critiques of learner strategy research, some of 
the more radical solutions offered—discussed evenly and lucidly in 
Chapter 1—do not seem plausible and viable, such as that of dismissing 
a line of robust research simply because a central concept is not clearly 
defined. While Pluto was recently removed from the list of planets 
because astronomers voted for a new definition of ‘planet’, no one 
is dismissing astronomy because astronomers can’t agree on what 
a planet is. Likewise, 30 years of research has told us that language 
learner strategy is a multidimensional and elusive moving target, 
not a straightforward construct to conceptualize and operationalize. 
Nonetheless, learner strategy researchers came together and had 
another hard look at the issues. These efforts are well reflected in this 
book. 
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This volume is therefore a link between the past and the future, marking 
the end of an exploratory era and ushering in a new era of theoretical depth, 
empirical rigor, and practical utility. In this sense, this book is a landmark and 
a monumental collection—an orchestrated attempt by leading researchers in 
the field to reflect on 30 years of research and outline a research agenda. This 
kind of collective self-reflection is not often seen in SLA research communities. 
I urge all doubters to take a closer look at the chapters in this book, and all 
interested parties to think about where the field should go from here. 
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