
A
N

SW
ER

 K
EY

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: ADVANCED PRACTICE TESTS ANSWER KEY: TEST 1 © OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

TEST 1

Reading and Use of English
PART 1

1 C 5 D 
2 B 6 C 
3 A 7 A 
4 C 8 B 

PART 2

9 it / this
10 whose
11 be
12 them
13 between
14 their
15 with / having
16 make

PART 3

17 annoyance 21 honesty
18 bearing 22 offence
19 reference 23 disclose
20 emotional 24 truthful

PART 4

25 there’s / there is ][ hardly any petrol
26 had no idea (that) ][ cars cost
27 let it ][ get you
28 to be ][ making a recovery
29 take her work seriously enough, ][ according
30 causing you ][ such a lot of

PART 5

31 D 34 D
32 B 35 B
33 A 36 C

PART 6

37 C 39 C
38 A 40 A

PART 7

41 G  44 F
42 C 45 B
43 E 46 D

PART 8

47 E 52 D
48 B 53 E
49 B 54 A
50 C 55 E
51 D 56 D

Parts 1–3 = 1 mark for each correct answer
Part 4 = up to 2 marks for each correct answer
Parts 5–7 = 2 marks for each correct answer
Part 8 = 1 mark for each correct answer

Writing
For assessment information, see page 102.

QUESTION 1 

Mark scheme

Content
The essay must discuss two of the three aspects of 
reality and talent TV shows listed in the question and 
state which of them the writer regards as the most 
important, giving reasons for this choice. The essay 
may include reference to the panel discussion and the 
quotes from it, but this is not essential. If the opinions 
from the discussion are used, they should be rephrased 
as much as possible, not simply copied. 

Communicative achievement
The essay should be neutral or formal rather than 
informal or conversational, as it is a serious piece of 
academic work. The reader should clearly understand all 
the points made about the two aspects of these types 
of show, as well as the writer’s reasons for selecting one 
of them as the most important. 

Organization
The essay should be appropriately divided into 
paragraphs, perhaps with separate paragraphs for each 
of the two aspects. A short introductory paragraph  
and / or a short concluding paragraph could be 
included but neither of these is essential. Sentences 
and paragraphs should be linked with appropriate 
linking words and phrases. 

Language
A wide range of suitable grammatical structures and 
elements should be used in sentences that are not too 
simple. Longer sentences with more than one clause 
should be well controlled and totally clear in meaning. 
Vocabulary connected with the topic area should be 
used accurately and a high level of vocabulary to make 
and support points on the subject should also be 
demonstrated.  

Model answer

The discussion focused on various issues connected with 
TV shows that feature members of the public. They have 
been a worldwide phenomenon for some time and views 
on them vary greatly. 
 One of the main aspects of these shows is the 
entertainment they provide for viewers. Obviously, they 
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would not be watched by so many people if audiences 
didn’t find them entertaining. During the discussion, it 
was said that the shows are enjoyable to watch and 
do no harm. People enjoy watching ordinary members 
of the public living their lives, doing their jobs or taking 
part in talent competitions because they can relate to 
those people. I think that this is true. Although I don’t 
personally find them interesting and therefore seldom 
watch them, I agree that many people find them very 
entertaining. 
 However, a more serious aspect was discussed 
and that is the influence these shows can have on 
people, especially young people. This, I think, is the most 
important aspect. Many young people are influenced 
by these shows and the people on them. They too want 
to appear on TV, to be ‘famous’ just like the people 
they see. Rather than thinking realistically about their 
futures and about getting jobs and careers, they get 
the impression that anyone can be famous. Instead of 
focusing on building a life in a practical way, they dream 
of being like those people on the shows. I think this is the 
most important consequence of these shows and it is a 
harmful one. 

QUESTION 2 

Mark scheme

Content
The review should describe the product in some detail 
and give the writer’s opinions on it, including whether 
or not the writer recommends it.

Communicative achievement
The review may be neutral or fairly informal. The writer 
may be completely objective about the product, or take 
a more personal, informal approach. The reader should 
have a clear idea of exactly what the product is and 
what the writer thinks of it. 

Organization
The review may be divided into paragraphs separating 
a description of the product from the writer’s opinions 
of it. The background, for example explaining why the 
writer bought the product, where the writer came 
across it, etc may be included, perhaps as a separate 
paragraph. The product itself must be identified at the 
beginning, perhaps in a title for the review. Linking 
words and phrases should be used appropriately, 
perhaps to link stages in a sequence of events or to link 
opinions with reasons for them.  

Language
The review should include appropriate structures 
for describing the writer’s experience with the 
product, including appropriate past and present 

tenses. Appropriate structures for giving opinions 
and recommending should also be used. Vocabulary 
associated with buying and using products should be 
used accurately, as well as vocabulary connected with 
the particular product chosen. 

Model answer

THE GEORGETOWN SHELVING SYSTEM
I recently purchased this product, having seen it widely 
advertised. As my apartment is quite small and I have 
quite a large number of books, DVDs and CDs, I was 
looking for something that would save space and enable 
me to keep everything in a neat and tidy way in one 
place. The pictures of the shelving system in the adverts 
made it look ideal for someone in this situation, as did 
the price, which is significantly below that of other, 
comparable, products.
 I bought the product online and had it delivered to me. 
The shelving system came in three separate boxes and it 
required self-assembly. When I had removed everything 
from the boxes, I was initially concerned as to whether I 
would be able to put it together myself. The plans looked 
complicated and time-consuming, and this kind of thing 
is not one of my strengths. However, I embarked on the 
process, and was both surprised and pleased to discover 
forty-five minutes later that I had completed the 
process and my shelving system was ready for use.
 I then organized and put away all the items that 
have been lying around in a mess in my apartment for 
some time. I was able to place the shelving system along 
one wall and put everything neatly into it. The system 
enables you to store an enormous number of items 
in a relatively small space and it has transformed my 
apartment. I heartily recommend it to anyone who needs 
to save space – it is cleverly designed and extremely 
good value for money.

QUESTION 3 

Mark scheme

Content
The proposal must contain details of what the event 
would be, where it would take place, what it would 
involve and how it would be organized. It should also 
make clear what the scenario is, for example the kind of 
establishment that is celebrating its anniversary. 

Communicative achievement
The proposal should be fairly formal or neutral because 
the context is fairly formal – the writer is submitting a 
proposal to people who are in charge. The reader would 
understand clearly the kind of event being proposed, 
what that event would involve and how it could be 
organized.  
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Organization
The proposal should be appropriately organized in 
paragraphs or sections, which may each be given a title. 
These should deal with different aspects, for example 
the background, the nature of the proposed event and 
reasons for choosing it, and suggestions for how it can 
be organized. Appropriate linking of points should be 
present.  

Language
It is likely that the proposal will need to include accurate 
use of modals such as would, could, etc to talk about 
possibilities and arrangements for the event. Appropriate 
structures for recommending and suggesting should be 
used accurately. Vocabulary connected with the kind of 
event suggested should be used accurately. 

Model answer

20TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT
A Reunion
My suggestion is that the event should be primarily a 
social one that involves both the past and the present. 
Since the school opened, former students have gone on 
to do all sorts of interesting things, and the school has 
maintained contact with many of them. I think we should 
stage a reunion of as many of these people as possible, 
to bring them back together with members of staff they 
knew from their time here and introduce them to current 
members of staff who joined after their time here.
The Event
The event that I am proposing would be a party / dinner 
in the Main Hall. We would employ outside caterers to 
provide the food and we can decide in due course whether 
this should be a buffet or a sit-down meal. We can also 
decide later on the precise number of people to invite, 
but I suggest that a maximum of about 100 would be 
appropriate. I suggest that the event should include 
one or two speeches. One speech should be given by the 
Principal, and I suggest that we ask one of the former 
students also to give a speech, in which they recall their 
time here.
An Exhibition
I propose that a further ingredient of the event should be 
an exhibition of photographs and other items connected 
with the history of the school since it opened. The 
exhibition should be arranged chronologically to provide 
an interesting, and perhaps amusing, look back over the 
years. I believe that we can select suitable photos and 
items from the records kept by the school.

QUESTION 4 

Mark scheme

Content
The letter must give staff the reason(s) for making the 
video about the company, tell them what the video will 
consist of and explain to them what their roles in it will 
be. 

Communicative achievement
The register should be fairly formal because it is a 
company announcement to the staff in general. The staff 
should be completely clear as to why the video is being 
made, what it will contain and what their involvement in 
it will be. 

Organization
The letter should be organized into appropriate 
paragraphs, perhaps with separate paragraphs for each 
of the three elements listed in the question. There should 
be an appropriate opening and ending, though these do 
not have to form separate paragraphs. Suitable linking 
words and phrases should be used to connect pieces of 
information. 

Language
Appropriate future tenses must be used accurately for 
talking about the plans for the filming. Appropriate 
structures for explaining the purpose of actions must 
also be used. Vocabulary appropriate to the topic of 
filming and promotion should be used accurately, as well 
as vocabulary appropriate for the world of work in this 
context.

Model answer

To all members of staff,
 I am writing to inform you of our plans to make a video 
to promote the company. A film company will be coming 
to the premises for two days next month, and they will 
be filming a variety of aspects of our operation, as well as 
interviewing various members of staff. The idea is to give 
an accurate picture of who we are and what we do. The final 
video will be prominent on the company website and it will 
be shown at presentations that we give in many places 
and at many events, as well as being sent to possible 
new clients. It will be an important part of our publicity 
material. 
 The video will show people in our various departments 
both doing their work and talking about what they do. 
Every aspect of our operation will be represented in the 
film in order to give the broadest possible picture of the 
company and to project the right image. 
 While the filming is taking place, many of you will be 
filmed doing your work, but this will not require you to do 
anything different from what you usually do. So nobody 
should be worried that this will be a stressful experience. 
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What we do need, however, is for some people to 
volunteer to be interviewed in the film. Please let me know 
as soon as possible if you would be happy to take part in 
a short interview with the filmmakers when they are here.

Listening
PART 1

1 B 3 A 5 A
2 C 4 B 6 A

PART 2

7 melted 11 a restaurant
8 mass(-)producing 12 a competition
9 (some) popcorn 13 meat
10 exploded 14 counter

PART 3

15 B 17 D 19 C
16 A 18 B 20 C

PART 4

21 G 25 H 29 D
22 C 26 C 30 A
23 E 27 F
24 A 28 H

Each correct answer receives 1 mark.

Speaking
Teachers should use their own judgement to award 
marks  based on the assessment criteria on page 103.

TEST 2

Reading and Use of English
PART 1

1 A 4 A 7 B
2 D 5 C 8 D
3 B 6 A 

PART 2

9 to 13 anything 
10 how 14 from 
11 being 15 great / good 
12 its 16 so 

PART 3

17 nomination 21 contested
18 receipt 22 deadline
19 diners 23 unannounced
20 chosen 24 prestigious

PART 4

25 a while ][ before / until / till I fully
26 isn’t / is not worth ][ arguing about
27 there be ][ any / a delay
28 have anything ][ in common with
29 my amazement, ][ nothing went
30 wouldn’t / would not dream of doing ][ any

PART 5

31 B 33 D 35 A
32 C 34 B 36 B

PART 6

37 D 39 A
38 B 40 D

PART 7

41 F 43 E 45 C
42 A 44 G 46 B

PART 8

47 A 52 B 
48 B 53 C 
49 A 54 C 
50 B 55 B 
51 D 56 D 

Parts 1–3 = 1 mark for each correct answer
Part 4 = up to 2 marks for each correct answer
Parts 5–7 = 2 marks for each correct answer
Part 8 = 1 mark for each correct answer

Writing
For assessment information, see page 102.

QUESTION 1 

Mark scheme

Content
The essay must discuss two of the three causes of 
youth crime listed in the question and state which of 
them the writer regards as the most important, giving 
reasons for this choice. The essay may include reference 
to the documentary and the quotes from it, but this is 
not essential. If the opinions from the documentary are 
used, they should be rephrased as much as possible, not 
simply copied. 

Communicative achievement
The essay should be neutral or formal rather than 
informal or conversational, as it is a serious piece of 
academic work. The reader should clearly understand all 
the points made about the two causes of youth crime 
as well as the writer’s reasons for selecting one of them 
as the most important. 



A
N

SW
ER

 K
EY

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: ADVANCED PRACTICE TESTS ANSWER KEY: TEST 2 © OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

Organization
The essay should be appropriately divided into 
paragraphs – perhaps with separate paragraphs for 
each of the two causes. A short introductory paragraph 
and / or a short concluding paragraph could be 
included but neither of these is essential. Sentences 
and paragraphs should be linked with appropriate 
linking words and phrases.  

Language
A wide range of suitable grammatical structures and 
elements should be used in sentences that are not too 
simple. Longer sentences with more than one clause 
should be well controlled and totally clear in meaning. 
Vocabulary connected with the topic area should be 
used accurately and a high level of vocabulary to make 
and support points on the subject should also be 
demonstrated. 

Model answer

The documentary investigated what makes young people 
commit crimes. It seems to me that the most important 
reason is lack of appropriate control by parents. 
 To put the blame for youth crime on parents may 
seem rather unfair, but a lot of the interviews and 
information in the documentary backed up this belief. 
There is more than one reason why many parents fail to 
control their children. Some parents believe that it is 
wrong to discipline children in any way, and think that 
children should be free to do whatever they want. Some 
parents are simply too lazy and selfish to control their 
children, preferring to let them behave badly so that they 
can continue doing what they want. Another reason is 
that some parents did not grow up being disciplined by 
their parents and so they do not do that with their own 
children. 
 Factors such as economic position and influence from 
peers can of course play a major role in causing young 
people to turn to crime. However, it is my view that how 
children are brought up is more important than either 
of those. They need firm rules to be given to them by 
parents who they respect, and if they are not given firm 
guidance by parents, some of them are bound to behave 
badly. Some of this bad behaviour will be criminal. If you do 
something wrong and you get away with it, you will do it 
again or do worse things.

QUESTION 2 

Mark scheme

Content
The email must describe the writer’s experience of 
the adventure sports centre, and give the reader 
information and advice concerning his / her possible 
visit to it. It should say what the writer did and how the 

writer felt and it should tell the reader whether or not 
he / she would enjoy going there.

Communicative achievement
The register should be fairly informal because it is from 
one friend to another. The reader should be completely 
clear as to what the writer felt about his / her visit to 
the centre, what happened when he / she was there 
and whether the writer believes that the reader would 
enjoy visiting it.  

Organization
The email should be organized into appropriate 
paragraphs. There should be clear opening and closing 
paragraphs giving a brief summary relating to the 
writer’s experience and the writer’s advice to the friend. 
The description of the writer’s own experience may be 
divided into suitable paragraphs. Suitable linking words 
and phrases should be used.  

Language
Appropriate past tenses must be used accurately 
for describing the writer’s experiences. Appropriate 
structures for giving advice and recommending must 
also be used. Vocabulary appropriate to the activities 
described should be used accurately, and vocabulary for 
describing feelings should also be used accurately. 

Model answer

Hi Nick,
I think you’d really enjoy the place. I had a really good time 
there and I reckon you would too.
 The scariest thing I did was diving. I got pretty worked 
up while I was doing that and couldn’t carry on with it. We 
each had a qualified teacher with us, so I knew I was safe, 
but I panicked anyway and gave up. The canoeing was 
pretty scary too, but again there was a teacher looking 
after me the whole time so I didn’t feel I was really in a lot 
of danger.
 Apart from that, all the activities were great fun, even 
if some of them were pretty hard. The assault course, 
which I did on the first day, was extremely demanding but 
I enjoyed it and I think you would too. I was pretty useless 
at rock climbing at first, but I got the hang of it after a 
while and really enjoyed that. You really must try that!
 There was a great bunch of people at the centre and 
we had a lot of fun together. Setting up a camp was 
hilarious – we got into a terrible mess. I’m sure I’ll see 
some of them again.
 I felt that I achieved a lot at the centre and that it 
was well worth going. I certainly think you should go too.

QUESTION 3 

Mark scheme

Content
The review must explain who gave the performance 
and what the writer and audience thought of it. It must 
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also compare the performance with the same person’s / 
people’s performances in recordings or on TV / in films. 

Communicative achievement
The register may be neutral, fairly informal or fairly 
formal. The writer may choose to write a serious review 
or to write a review that is intended simply to entertain 
the reader. The reader should have a clear idea of what 
the performance was like, what the writer and other 
people there thought of it and how it compared with 
previous performances in the writer’s opinion.  

Organization
The review should be appropriately divided into 
paragraphs, perhaps presenting the background, a 
description of the performance, a comparison with other 
performances and a conclusion. Appropriate linking 
words and phrases should be used to link description 
with opinion. 

Language
It is likely that a wide variety of verb tenses will be 
required – past tenses for the performance, and present 
and present perfect tenses for the background and the 
situation until the performance. Comparative structures 
are required to compare the live performance with the 
previously seen or heard performances. Vocabulary 
associated with performing and entertainment must 
be used accurately, and vocabulary describing people’s 
feelings, impressions and reactions should also be used 
accurately.  

Model answer

CONCERT REVIEW: THE HIGHLIGHTS
Recently I went to see the Highlights giving a concert at 
a huge stadium near my home town. The Highlights are 
one of the most popular bands here at the moment and 
they are also my favourite band. I’ve got everything they’ve 
ever recorded and I must have listened to each song at 
least a hundred times! However, until that concert I had 
never managed to see them live before. So I was incredibly 
excited about seeing them.
 Their performance was certainly not a disappointment. 
They played all of their best-known songs but they didn’t 
play them exactly as they sound on the CDs. The sound 
was not as sophisticated as it is on the recordings and 
there were none of the special effects from the records. 
Instead, what we saw and heard was the band playing 
and singing in a natural way, without much technology, as 
if they were performing in a local club. In my opinion, they 
sounded even better than they do on the recordings. There 
was more energy and it seemed somehow more personal. 
They didn’t seem like a hugely famous act, remote from the 
audience, they seemed like a bunch of friends playing at a 
party.
 I was thrilled by the performance and so was the rest of 
the audience. The atmosphere was fantastic and everyone 

was dancing and smiling. It felt like a special occasion, 
and we were the only people involved in it. It was a very 
memorable experience for me and it confirmed for me that 
the Highlights are my favourite band of all time! 

QUESTION 4 

Mark scheme

Content
The report must address all the points listed – who the 
writer visited and when, what happened during the visit, 
how the visit compared with the earlier visit, and general 
comments on the exchange programme.  

Communicative achievement
The register should be fairly formal or neutral, as is 
appropriate for a report. The reader should understand 
fully what both visits were like and what the writer’s 
opinion of them is, as well as what the writer thinks of 
the programme in general and why. 

Organization
The report should begin with an opening paragraph, 
briefly explaining the background. It should then be 
divided appropriately into paragraphs dealing with 
different aspects, for example the previous visit, the 
recent visit and general points about the programme. 
Each paragraph could be presented as a separate section 
with its own heading. Appropriate linking should be used 
for connecting causes with results (e.g. why the writer 
felt as he / she did), for comparing and contrasting 
(e.g. whereas, although, however, etc), and perhaps for 
making further points (e.g. in addition, as well as). 

Language
Appropriate past tenses must be used accurately 
to describe the writer’s visit and the earlier visit. 
Comparative structures are required to compare the two 
visits. Structures for giving opinions or recommending 
are required for the general comments. Vocabulary 
appropriate to the topic of visiting people and places 
must be used accurately, as should vocabulary for 
describing behaviour and feelings.

Model answer

EXCHANGE VISIT TO LONDON
In July, I went to London to stay with Helen Oliver and her 
family for three weeks as part of the exchange programme. 
Helen had previously been to stay with me for three weeks 
in March.
 Helen and her family made me feel welcome from the 
very beginning. I was told that I should make myself 
at home and come and go as I pleased. They provided 
wonderful meals and made me feel that I was part of 
the family. In view of all this, it may be unfair to criticize. 
However, the problem for me was that I had no idea what 
to do or where to go most of the time. Helen took me into 
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the town once or twice but apart from that she didn’t 
take me to any places of interest. I had to find things to 
do for myself, with little or no guidance, and as a result I 
felt that I wasted a lot of my time.
 When Helen stayed with me, my family and I took her 
somewhere almost every day, and she commented on how 
much she had appreciated our efforts and how much she 
had learnt about our city. I had been expecting something 
similar to happen when I stayed with her.
 So, although I enjoyed my trip in many ways, I 
recommend that it should be made clear to everyone 
taking part in the programme that they are expected to 
provide some sort of programme of activities for visitors, 
or at least give them the information they need to make 
the most of their stay.

Listening
PART 1

1 B 3 B 5 A
2 C 4 C 6 C

PART 2

7 struggles 11 anecdotes / funny stories
8 gossip 12 oral accounts
9 sophistication 13 careers
10 special occasions 14 scientific procedures

PART 3

15 A 17 D 19 C
16 C 18 B 20 A

PART 4

21 G 25 A 29 A
22 D 26 E 30 H
23 B 27 G
24 F 28 C

Each correct answer receives 1 mark.

Speaking
Teachers should use their own judgement to award marks  
based on the assessment criteria on page 103.

TEST 3

Reading and Use of English
PART 1

1 C 4 A 7 B
2 B 5 C 8 D
3 D 6 C 

PART 2

9 the 13 to
10 such 14 other
11 of 15 in
12 were 16 These / Those / They

PART 3

17 phenomenal 21 contemporaries
18 central 22 producers
19 lasting 23 signed
20 unsuited 24 unanswered

PART 4

25 haven’t / have not got round ][ to answering
26 was a matter ][ of minutes
27 no doubt (that) ][ things will get
28 was Jake who / that ][ got me interested
29 was desperate to ][ give
30 injury ][ prevented him from playing

PART 5

31 C 33 A 35 B
32 C 34 D 36 B

PART 6

37 B 39 A
38 A 40 D

PART 7

41 F 43 G 45 E
42 B 44 C 46 A

PART 8

47 C 51 B 54 B
48 A 52 D 55 A
49 C 53 B 56 D
50 B  

Parts 1–3 = 1 mark for each correct answer
Part 4 = up to 2 marks for each correct answer
Parts 5–7 = 2 marks for each correct answer
Part 8 = 1 mark for each correct answer

Writing
For assessment information, see page 102.

QUESTION 1 

Mark scheme

Content
The essay must discuss two of the three advantages of 
technology listed in the question and state which of them 
the writer regards as the greatest advantage in everyday 
life, giving reasons for this choice. The essay may include 
reference to the panel discussion and the quotes from it, 
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but this is not essential. If the opinions from the panel 
discussion are used, they should be rephrased as much 
as possible, not simply copied. 

Communicative achievement
The essay should be neutral or formal rather than 
informal or conversational, as it is a serious piece of 
academic work. The reader should clearly understand 
all the points made about the two advantages of 
technology, as well as the writer’s reasons for selecting 
one of them as the greatest advantage for people in 
their everyday lives.

Organization
The essay should be appropriately divided into 
paragraphs – perhaps with separate paragraphs for 
each of the two advantages. A short introductory 
paragraph and / or a short concluding paragraph could 
be included but neither of these is essential. Sentences 
and paragraphs should be linked with appropriate 
linking words and phrases. 

Language
A wide range of suitable grammatical structures and 
elements should be used in sentences that are not too 
simple. Longer sentences with more than one clause 
should be well controlled and totally clear in meaning. 
Vocabulary connected with the topic area should be 
used accurately and a high level of vocabulary to make 
and support points on the subject should also be 
demonstrated. 

Model answer

The discussion considered the question of what is the 
biggest advantage of digital technology to people in their 
everyday lives. Of course, it was agreed that there are 
many obvious advantages, and this discussion did not 
include any disadvantages. 
 The specific focus of the discussion was with regard 
to people’s everyday lives rather than more general 
advantages, and for this reason I feel that shopping 
and services is the top one. Everyday tasks that used 
to be very time-consuming can now be done very quickly 
thanks to computer technology. The key points here are 
convenience and time saved. Whereas before people had 
home computers they had to go out to do any shopping 
or to use services such as banks, now they can do all of 
that at home using very little time indeed. Bills can be 
paid easily without having to go to an office or bank to 
pay them, and just about any goods from any part of the 
world can easily and quickly be bought via the internet. 
In addition, people have enormous amounts of choice, 
whereas in the past they could only buy things from the 
shops near to them or use local services. In terms of 
people’s everyday lives, these are huge advantages. 
 Instant communication via all sorts of devices 
is of course another major advantage of the digital 

age. People can contact anyone, anywhere, at any 
time. However, I feel that this is not quite as great an 
advantage as being able to carry out a whole range of 
everyday tasks quickly and easily.

QUESTION 2 

Mark scheme

Content
The proposal must give details of what kind of business 
is being proposed, what it would do, how it would be 
established and how the funding provided would be 
used.  

Communicative achievement
The register should be formal or neutral, as is 
appropriate for a proposal to an official organization. 
The reader should be absolutely clear as to what kind 
of business is proposed, how it would operate, why 
the writer believes that it is a very good idea for a 
successful business and how the funding would be 
spent. 

Organization
The proposal should be appropriately divided into 
paragraphs or sections, each dealing with different 
aspects, such as why the writer wants to set up 
this particular business, details of what it would do, 
predictions concerning its success, and information 
regarding the request for funding. The proposal should 
have an overall heading and headings for each section. 
Appropriate words and phrases for linking points and 
pieces of information should be used throughout.   

Language
The accurate use of a variety of forms of modals such 
as would for talking about something proposed for 
the future is required, as is the accurate use of other 
structures for giving reasons, explaining plans and 
making predictions. Vocabulary connected with the area 
of business being proposed must be used accurately, 
and a good level of vocabulary for talking about 
finance and business activity in general should also be 
demonstrated. 

Model answer

PROPOSAL FOR MUSIC TEACHERS' AGENCY

Background
Having found music teachers for my own children for  a 
wide variety of musical instruments, I know that there 
are many teachers available in the city. However, there 
is no central organization that people can use to find a 
teacher that suits their particular requirements and 
I am sure that there is a gap in the market for such a 
company. 
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Services
My proposal is that the company would both find clients 
for teachers through extensive advertising in a variety 
of media, and also match teachers to students who 
are looking for a teacher. At present, anyone wanting a 
music teacher generally only finds one by chance – seeing 
an individual teacher’s advert somewhere or by word of 
mouth.
Income
The company would charge a fee for each lesson it 
arranges, to be included in the cost of the lesson. My 
proposal is to charge 10% of the cost of each lesson. 
There is huge demand for musical instrument lessons 
in this city and I envisage the operation growing quickly 
as more and more people find out about it and use it for 
convenience. At present there is no competition and I 
believe that the company would produce healthy profits 
after the first year or two. 
Funding
Setting up the business would involve renting a small 
amount of office space for me and one assistant. A 
business of this nature would not require a large number 
of staff. It would also require funding for a large amount 
of advertising over a period of about a year to get the 
company established and profitable.

QUESTION 3 

Mark scheme

Content
The report must describe a number of events and 
comment on them. It should give details of what the 
events involved, and comment both on how successful 
they were and on issues relating to organizing them. 

Communicative achievement
The register should be neutral or fairly formal, as this is 
a report for a committee. The reader should be clear as 
to the main points concerning what happened for each 
event and what the writer has concluded concerning 
each event.  

Organization
The report should have an appropriate format, 
probably divided into sections dealing with each event. 
Descriptions of what happened should be linked 
with causes and results of what happened, and with 
recommendations, by the appropriate use of linking 
words and phrases.   

Language
Appropriate past tenses to describe the events must be 
used accurately. Appropriate future tenses are required 
for future recommendations and conditional structures 
may be required both to talk about how the events could 

have been organized in the past and how they could 
be organized in the future. Vocabulary associated with 
organizing, staging events and profit and loss must be 
used accurately. 

Model answer

REPORT ON ENTERTAINMENTS
Theatre Trip (19 March)
The choice of play was excellent – it was as funny as it had 
been described in the local paper. However, not many people 
came to the event, and because of the cost of hiring a 
coach to take us there, we lost money on the event. If we 
are to offer a similar trip in future, we will need to advertise 
more extensively so that we get enough people to make it 
viable financially.
Music Evening (20 June)
This event was very successful and very well attended. 
We were able to choose excellent bands to perform 
because there are so many talented bands locally. As a 
result, demand for tickets was high and we sold out of 
them before the event. The atmosphere at the event was 
excellent and it was enjoyed by everyone there. We made a 
big profit from this event.
Annual Party (1 August)
We need to change the way we organize this in future. We 
didn’t sell tickets in advance and underestimated the 
number of people who would come. As a result, there were 
too many people and the Main Hall was overcrowded. On 
the other hand, the very varied food that was provided 
proved very popular and we were able to make a small profit 
from the event.

QUESTION 4 

Mark scheme

Content
The review should describe the process of renting the 
apartment, describe the apartment and make positive 
comments about staying there. 

Communicative achievement
The review may be neutral or fairly informal – the review 
is for other members of the public who may wish to rent 
an apartment such as this one. Readers should be clear 
as to why the writer is recommending the apartment as a 
good place to rent.  

Organization
The review may be divided into paragraphs that each deal 
with the different aspects mentioned in the question. 
Short introductory and / or concluding paragraphs may 
be included but these are not essential. Linking words 
and phrases should be used appropriately, perhaps to link 
pieces of information, or to link facts with opinions or 
causes with results.  
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Language
The review should include a variety of appropriate 
verb tenses, for describing past experiences, present 
opinions and perhaps future actions. A variety of other 
grammatical structures should be used in sentences 
that are not simple but are also very clear. Vocabulary 
connected with renting property and describing 
accommodation is required, as well as vocabulary for 
expressing positive feelings about places and people. 

Model answer

Having just spent a week staying in this apartment, I 
can highly recommend it. It is ideal for a couple wanting 
somewhere affordable but in a good location in London. 
 The apartment is rented out privately by the owners 
rather than through an agency. I found them to be 
extremely pleasant to deal with and very reliable in 
answering enquiries about the apartment before I made 
the booking. Although it is not cheap, the apartment is 
reasonably priced in comparison with others in the centre 
of London, and there are no unexpected extra charges – 
the owners make very clear exactly what the cost is. 
 The apartment is beautifully furnished and feels like a 
home, rather than somewhere created only for renting. 
Everything you could need for a relaxing stay in a pleasant 
atmosphere is there, and we felt comfortable from the 
moment we went into it. The kitchen is extremely well 
equipped if you want to cook your own meals, though there 
are many good restaurants nearby. The bathroom is quite 
luxurious and the living room and bedroom are extremely 
comfortable. 
 The owners look after the property very well and they 
live nearby, so they are on hand to have any problems dealt 
with very quickly. When we arrived, they were there to 
greet us and to make sure that everything was fine, which 
we appreciated very much.
 The apartment is in a great central location, close to 
shops, sights and transport, and I would not hesitate to 
recommend it to anyone planning a trip to London.

Listening
PART 1

1 B 4 A
2 B 5 B
3 C 6 C

PART 2

7 construction business 11 marketing ideas
8 don’t(-)wants 12 physical distractions
9 road map 13 past
10 time management 14 problem(-)solvers

PART 3

15 B 18 C
16 C 19 C
17 A 20 B

PART 4

21 D 25 C 29 A
22 A 26 D 30 C
23 G 27 H
24 F 28 F

Each correct answer receives 1 mark.

Speaking
Teachers should use their own judgement to award marks  
based on the assessment criteria on page 103.

TEST 4

Reading and Use of English
PART 1

1 C 5 D 
2 B 6 A 
3 D 7 A 
4 B 8 C 

PART 2

9 to 13 get 
10 into 14 for 
11 so 15 a 
12 well 16 with 

PART 3

17 originally 21 necessarily
18 sight 22 maximize / maximise
19 untrained 23 strengthening
20 work(-)out 24 entirety

PART 4

25 come up with ][ a solution
26 be wondering why ][ it has been
27 me of not ][ telling the truth
28 without giving ][ enough thought
29 there has been ][ a decrease in
30  however bad ][ his behaviour OR  

however badly(-)behaved ][ he

PART 5

31 A 33 A 35 C
32 B 34 D 36 A
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PART 6

37 A 39 C
38 A 40 D

PART 7

41 F 43 D 45 A
42 E 44 G 46 C

PART 8

47 C 51 E 54 A
48 B 52 E 55 D
49 E 53 D 56 A
50 B 

Parts 1–3 = 1 mark for each correct answer
Part 4 = up to 2 marks for each correct answer
Parts 5–7 = 2 marks for each correct answer
Part 8 = 1 mark for each correct answer

Writing
For assessment information, see page 102.

QUESTION 1 

Mark scheme

Content
The essay must discuss two of the three ways of 
increasing participation in sports listed in the question 
and state which of them the writer regards as the most 
effective way of achieving that aim, giving reasons for 
this choice. The essay may include reference to the radio 
programme discussion and the quotes from it, but this 
is not essential. If the opinions from the discussion are 
used, they should be rephrased as much as possible, not 
simply copied.  

Communicative achievement
The essay should be neutral or formal rather than 
informal or conversational, as it is a serious piece of 
academic work. The reader should clearly understand 
all the points made about the two ways of increasing 
participation in sports, as well as the writer’s reasons 
for selecting one of them as being likely to be the most 
effective in achieving that aim. 

Organization
The essay should be appropriately divided into 
paragraphs – perhaps with separate paragraphs for 
each of the two ways of increasing participation. A short 
introductory paragraph and / or a short concluding 
paragraph could be included but neither of these is 
essential. Sentences and paragraphs should be linked 
with appropriate linking words and phrases. 

Language
A wide range of suitable grammatical structures and 
elements should be used in sentences that are not too 
simple. Longer sentences with more than one clause 
should be well controlled and totally clear in meaning. 
Vocabulary connected with the topic area should be 
used accurately and a high level of vocabulary to make 
and support points on the subject should also be 
demonstrated.  

Model answer

The radio programme focused on the issue of how more 
people of all ages could be encouraged to take part in 
sports. In my opinion, the most effective way of increasing 
participation is through advertising. 
 Of course, having enough facilities for people of all ages 
to do a wide variety of sports is essential, but that is 
not enough on its own. In many places, wonderful sports 
facilities have been built which are hardly used. So, it is 
not just a question of providing the right kind of facilities, 
and making sure that they are free or not too expensive, 
it is also a question of getting people to go and use those 
facilities. There is no point providing good sports facilities 
if people don’t use them. This is why advertising is so 
important.
 There are all kinds of ways of making people aware 
of what sports facilities are available to them and 
encouraging them to use those facilities. People do not 
necessarily look for something, they need to be told about 
it. With the right sort of advertising, people might be 
inspired to take up a sport that they had previously never 
considered doing. For such people, advertising could focus 
on the enjoyment of doing those sports as well as the 
obvious health benefits. In other cases, advertising could 
focus on people who are thinking of taking up a sport but 
don’t know how to get started. There are all kinds of ways 
of getting the information to people, and when they have it, 
participation is sure to increase. 

QUESTION 2 

Mark scheme

Content
The letter must include reference to all the matters 
mentioned in the advertisement – why the writer wishes 
to work at the festival, what job the writer would like 
to get and why he / she prefers this, and reasons why 
the writer is suitable for the job. There should also be 
a reference to the writer’s ability at English. A second 
choice of job may also be given. 

Communicative achievement
The letter should be fairly formal but polite and friendly 
as it is a job application for temporary work in informal 
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surroundings. The letter should also indicate the writer’s 
enthusiasm for the job. The reader should understand 
fully why the writer is applying, what job the writer 
prefers and why, and why the writer believes he / she is 
suitable for that job.  

Organization
The letter should begin with an appropriate introduction 
and end with an appropriate ending for a job application. 
It should be appropriately divided into paragraphs dealing 
with why the writer wants to work at the festival, the job 
preferred, the writer’s background and experience and 
reasons why the writer is suitable for the job. Sentences 
and paragraphs should be appropriately linked. 

Language
A variety of verb tenses must be used accurately – 
present for the writer’s qualities and current situation, 
past for the writer’s background and future for the 
writer’s plans and hopes. It is likely that the present 
perfect tense will be required. Vocabulary connected 
with the situation and the type of work must be used 
accurately, as should words and phrases that are 
appropriate for a letter of application.  

Model answer

Dear Sir / Madam,
I am writing to apply for work at your festival this summer. 
I would particularly like to work on one of the stalls selling 
merchandise for the artists appearing.
 I have been to several major rock festivals in my own 
country as a member of the audience and I have also 
previously worked on two occasions on stalls at a festival. 
Your festival is well known in many other countries, 
including mine, and I would really welcome the opportunity 
to work at it. I am planning to travel round Britain during 
the summer and the experience of working at your festival 
while I am in Britain would be fantastic for me.
 My level of English is very good (please see the attached 
list of my qualifications and previous experience). I very 
much enjoy meeting people and I feel that I would be suited 
to working on a stall and dealing with members of the 
audience. I am also quite knowledgeable about many of the 
artists who will be appearing at the festival, and this will 
be an advantage when selling their merchandise on the 
stall. My previous experience at festivals has of course 
included handling money and also dealing efficiently with 
large queues of customers.
 I hope that you will be able to offer me work at your 
festival. Should you be unable to use me on a merchandise 
stall, I would also be more than willing to work in catering, 
selling food on a stall or in a tent.
 I look forward to hearing from you.
 Yours faithfully

QUESTION 3 

Mark scheme

Content
The proposal should present a coherent programme for 
the whole day, listing what is suggested for each part of 
the visit and explaining what would be involved. 

Communicative achievement
The register should be fairly formal or neutral, as is 
appropriate for the subject matter of the proposal. 
The reader should be absolutely clear about what the 
proposed programme would include, when each item 
would happen and what each item would involve. 

Organization
The proposal should be appropriately divided into 
paragraphs or sections, each dealing with separate parts 
of the programme or a separate part of the day. The 
proposal may have an overall heading. The various parts 
of the programme should be linked with appropriate 
linking words and phrases, and items on the proposed 
programme should be appropriately linked with reasons 
for including them. 

Language
The accurate use of modals such as would, could and 
should is required, as is the accurate use of other 
structures for making suggestions and recommendations. 
Future verb tenses may also be required. Vocabulary 
for describing the various activities and items on the 
programme must be used accurately.  

Model answer

PROPOSED SCHEDULE FOR VISITORS, 26 JUNE
The day should begin, as suggested in the meeting, 
with the visitors being welcomed in the reception area. I 
suggest that Laura should give a short welcoming speech 
– as Head of Human Resources, she’s done the same kind 
of thing quite often in the past.
 Following that, I think we should divide them into groups 
of four for the tour of the building. This would mean three 
small groups – I could take one, Laura could take one and 
Simon could take the other. We should keep the tour to 
a maximum of about 30 minutes and then we should all 
gather together in the Conference Room. We can have 
coffee there, and then I suggest that Charles comes to 
give a talk about our activities. We can then go to the 
Executive Suite for lunch. I think that all the Heads of 
Department should join us for lunch.
 After lunch, I think that we should take them to watch 
us doing what we normally do. I think this would be much 
better than the talk suggested at the meeting. To see us 
in action will be more interesting for them.
 I think we could end the day with a Question and Answer 
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session, which I’m happy to conduct. We could then give 
them an information pack and a ‘bag of goodies’ of the kind 
we usually give to visitors.

QUESTION 4 

Mark scheme

Content
The report must address all the matters mentioned in the 
question. It must refer both to the young people who do 
further studies after school and to those who go straight 
into employment. It must also refer to the source(s) of 
information. 

Communicative achievement
The register should be fairly formal or neutral, as is 
appropriate for a report on a serious topic, involving 
facts. The reader should have a clear understanding of 
the situation regarding school leavers in that place, and 
what they currently do after leaving school. 

Organization
The report should be appropriately divided into 
paragraphs. This may involve a short introductory 
paragraph about the research, and separate paragraphs 
about the two different aspects (further studies and 
work). There may be a brief closing paragraph providing 
a short summary. Appropriate linking words and phrases 
should be used throughout, for example for a list of 
points (Firstly, Secondly). 

Language
It is likely that the present continuous tense and the 
present perfect tense are required and these must be 
used appropriately. Appropriate past tenses may be 
required for comparisons with the past. Comparative 
structures are also required to talk about changes. 
Appropriate vocabulary for education and employment 
must be used accurately. Vocabulary connected with 
increases and decreases and with changes must also be 
used accurately.  

Model answer

The question of what young people do after they leave 
school in this part of the country is one that has been 
addressed by a series of surveys carried out by various 
organizations. These surveys reveal a fast-changing 
situation.
 The surveys show that an increasing number of young 
people are going from school into further education 
rather than straight into employment. The figure for 
those doing further studies has risen by 35% compared 
with five years ago. This is a significant rise, and reflects 
both the fact that more young people now want to get 
further educational qualifications that they feel will be to 
their advantage in the world of work, and the fact that 

the provision of further education in the region has risen 
significantly. Eight new colleges have opened over the past 
ten years and many others have expanded.
 The surveys also indicate that there have been 
significant changes concerning those young people who 
go directly from school into employment. Firstly, an 
increasing number are leaving the rural areas and going to 
work in the towns and cities – the figure for people doing 
that has gone up 15% compared with five years ago and 
56% compared with ten years ago. Secondly, there is a 
pattern of young people being employed in the service 
industries rather than in the industrial or manufacturing 
sectors. Ten years ago, 67% of all school leavers going 
directly into employment were employed in manufacturing 
or manual work. That figure is now down to 28%.  

Listening
PART 1

1 B 3 C 5 A
2 A 4 B 6 A

PART 2

7 industrial city  11 lawyer
8 car engines  12 art
9 regional accent 13 piano
10 social attitudes 14 bookshelves

PART 3

15 D 17 A 19 C
16 B 18 C 20 A

PART 4

21 E 25 D 29 B
22 B 26 D 30 A
23 G 27 G
24 C 28 F

Each correct answer receives 1 mark.

Speaking
Teachers should use their own judgement to award marks  
based on the assessment criteria on page 103.


