
How can I improve 
my students’ English 
speaking skills?  
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Spain
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Switzerland

Brazil
Turkey

UK & Eire
Czech Republic

2

ENGLISH FILE has 
helped more than  
20 million students to 
get talking in English 
for over 20 years. 

Discover how other teachers have found English File helps 
them and their students

We reached out to teachers like you around the world, through 
an Impact Study, to find out how they feel ENGLISH FILE has 
helped improve students’ English speaking skills. 
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Spain
Italy

Poland
Switzerland

Brazil
Turkey

UK & Eire
Czech Republic

Mexico
Belguim
Hungary
Germany

Netherlands
Russia
Brazil
USA

Peru
Iraq
Iran

Yemen
Costa Rica
Panama

El Salvador
Vietnam
Colombia

Taiwan
South Korea

Thailand
Uruguay
Japan

Argentina
Canada
Chile

We asked 299 ENGLISH FILE teachers in 33 countries

Who did we ask? 

How many years have they been teaching English for? 

5–10

Less 
than 5

More 
than 10

74%7% 19%

3
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believe ENGLISH FILE has improved students’  
English speaking skills. 

ENGLISH FILE gets  
students talking. 

9
out of

10
More specifically,  
they say...

28%Students are more fluent  
in speaking

15%Students’ pronounciation  
is better

20% Students are more 
accurate in speaking

37% Students know more vocabulary words 
and expressions on specific topics

teachers

4
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Which aspect of ENGLISH FILE do teachers think 
has the biggest impact on students’ speaking skills?

Why teachers choose
ENGLISH FILE.

say ‘Practical English 
vocabulary’ 

say ‘Role plays and 
communicative 

activities’

say ‘collaborative 
tasks, like pair and 

group work’

Varied tasks motivate students77%

Grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation 
are given equal importance72%

The listening activities are based on a variety of 
entertaining and realistic situations72%

Topics in reading texts are interesting71%

Practical English lessons practise 
the key vocabulary for situations70%

approx. 

50%
approx. 

20%
approx. 

20%

5
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They’ll be  
here on Tuesday,  

I think. 4A That’s rubbish!

G future forms: will / shall and going to
V rubbish and recycling
P /ɪ/, /aɪ/, and /eɪ/

1 LISTENING
a How often do you or your family throw  

away food? What kind of things? How  
do you feel about it?

b Look at the photo below. What do you  
think the woman is looking for? Why?

c You’re going to listen to a journalist, Liz Scarff, talking about her 
experiences of living as a ‘freegan’. Read the beginning of an article 
she wrote about freegans. Who are they? What do they do?

d 2  29  Listen to Liz Scarff talk about trying 
to live as a freegan. Mark the sentences  
T (true) or F (false).
Sunday 
1 You should take gloves and a torch  

with you before going to look in bins.  

2 Large shops are better than small or 
medium size ones.  

3 In the first bin they found frozen  
chicken soup and chilli con carne.  

4 They also found some eggs, but they  
were past their sell-by date. 

5 Ross says you don’t need to worry  
if the packaging is broken or if  
something is past its sell-by date.  

6 He says you should wash everything  
you find before eating it.  

Monday
7 Liz and Dave found the unlocked  

bin behind a large supermarket.  

8 They found fruit and vegetables in  
the bin behind the supermarket.  

9 They didn’t feel embarrassed looking  
in the bins.  

10 They had soup and bread and baked  
apples for dinner.  

e 2  30  Listen to the second part of Liz’s 
challenge. Answer the questions.
Tuesday
1 How did Liz feel on Tuesday morning?
2 What did they have for breakfast? 
3 What did they find in the bins on Tuesday? 
4 How does she feel about what people had 

thrown away?
5 What did they have for dinner on Tuesday 

evening?
6 Did all the ingredients come from the rubbish?
Wednesday
7 What was wrong with the bins in the 

market on Wednesday? 
8 What did they find in them?
9 What did Liz learn from trying freeganism?

f What do you think are the advantages and 
disadvantages of being a freegan? Can you 
imagine ever trying it?

When are  
they going to 

collect the 
rubbish?

My three days as a freegan
By Liz Scarff

They’re not poor or homeless, 
but they look in rubbish bins 
for food to eat. They call 
themselves ‘freegans’ – a 
combination of the words 
‘free’ and ‘vegan’ – and they 
are upset about how much 
food people waste. Around 
17 million tonnes of food is 
thrown away in Britain every 
year, four million of which is 
perfectly good to eat. This is 
especially disturbing since 
four million people in Britain 
can’t afford  
a healthy diet. 

Their ideas are admirable, 
but taking and eating food 
from the rubbish sounds 

disgusting, embarrassing, and possibly unsafe. So, just how 
easy is it to live on food from bins? My challenge is to live as a 
freegan for three days. Too embarrassed to go on my own, I’ve 
brought my friend Dave. But first, we meet up with two London 
freegans, Ash and Ross, for a quick lesson in freeganism.
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1
A What motivates you?

G discourse markers (1): linkers
V work
P word stress and rhythm

�

1 READING & SPEAKING
a Think of a person you consider to be successful. 

What makes you think they are successful? What,  
in your view, are the reasons for their success? 

b Read the article and match the headings to each 
paragraph. There is one heading you don’t need.
A A fierce spirit

B Being my own person 

C Learning from my mistakes

D Needing to show them they were wrong

E The courage to set out and seek my fortune

‘I owe my success to having listened respectfully to the very best advice, 
and then going away and doing the exact opposite.’

G. K. Chesterton, English poet and novelist

Revenge is a terrific motivating force for young 
creative people and it certainly kept me going 
right through to the publication of my first novel. 
I’d been late to learn to read, and as a result 
the nuns at my school in Tennessee had me 
marked down as being somewhere between 
slow and stupid. They taught me for 12 years 
and even after I’d caught up and got smarter, 
I was still thought of as dumb. ‘They’ll be sorry 
when they discover I’m a great writer,’ I’d say 
to myself. ‘In retirement, the single thing they’ll 
be most proud of will be that they had me as a 
pupil.’ And so it continued right through into the 
workplace where, in my first teaching job after 
leaving graduate school, the male head of the 
department would come to me whenever the 
secretarial staff were off. ‘Type this up for me, 
will you, Ann?’ he’d say habitually. ‘One day,’ I 
would think, gritting my teeth, ‘One day…’

There must have been something unique 
or, at least, different about me as a boy, 
because I recall it would sometimes amuse 
my brother and his friends to throw beer 
cans at me. Why? Because of the clothes 
I wore, which they didn’t like, or because 
I wouldn’t do whatever it was that they 
wanted me to, or just because it was fun. 
But being different is fine. It was my father 
who encouraged in me the notion that I 
and I alone am responsible for my own life, 
for what I do and don’t do, for my opinions 
and beliefs, and it’s proved to be a great 
source of strength. I’m often asked if I read 
and take notice of critics. Which ones? 
Those who love the work? Who hate it? 
Or are indifferent? As a director, as in life, 
you have to know your own mind and be 
prepared to stick to your guns.

One of my tutors at Southport Catering 
College knew Anton Edelmann, the chef 
at the Savoy, and recommended me to 
him. I was very nervous of leaving my 
comfort zone and coming to London. I 
was a loner who’d never made friends 
because I was always working, and I was 
happy enough being alone and busy.

   But I did come to London, and even 
though it was a very tough environment, I 
worked like a trouper and was very quick 
to learn. The hardest part was being away 
from my family and having to deal with 
other people while having no management 
or interpersonal skills whatsoever. So I 
called my dad every day, to fill him in on 
the good and bad, and ask him how he 
would deal with this or that.

Southport  a town in north-west England

the Savoy  one of London’s most 
prestigious hotels

c Read the article again and write the initials (e.g. AP) of the 
person next to the questions below.
Who…?
1  found it hard to manage on their own
2  was motivated by the same desire until they became successful
3  thinks that a conflict helped them become stronger
4  was made fun of by a member of their family
5  is grateful for something their parents did wrong
6  asked a parent for advice
7  learnt an important lesson from a parent
8  was treated in the same way at school and at work

Fr
om

 T
he

 T
im

es

dumb /dVm/ adj. o smart NAmE  stupid

graduate school noun NAmE  US college for 
post-graduate studies

1  Ann Patchett, 
US novelist

2  John Malkovich,  
US actor, producer, and director

3  Marcus Wareing, 
UK chef

I didn’t get where I am today without...
Successful people talk about their inspiration and motivation

4594585 NEFAS.indb   4 20/12/09   19:02:20

ENGLISH FILE THIRD EDITION  
Unit 4, Intermediate Plus

ENGLISH FILE SECOND EDITION 

We’ve been recently dealing with “That’s rubbish” 
and my students admitted that they had never 

taken much interest in such a topic before. They 
enjoyed it a lot. The lexis, listening, reading 

and speaking parts of the coursebook allowed 
them to express their mind quite fluently on the 
topic they seldom think of even in Polish. They were 
motivated and had all the tools they needed to do so.

The course uses a more adult range of topics and the 
students are very involved in the conversation. 
We often start from a reading comprehension, which 

provides students with the necessary vocabulary, 
then we increase our information thanks to a listening 
activity and the students express their point of view in 

the final discussion, so they are able to improve their 
English gradually and without any anxiety.

Hear from some of our teachers… 

6

Impact Brochure EF.indd   6 08/04/2019   10:02



92

E
P

IS
O

D
E

 5Practical English Finding Henry

2 
VIDEO

  GIVING DIRECTIONS IN A BUILDING
a  5  20  Look at the plan of the building. Watch or listen. Mark the 

rest of the police officers’ route. Where do they end up, A, B, or C?

1 
VIDEO

  WHAT THE CLUE MEANS

a  5  19  Watch or listen to Jenny and Luke 
looking in Henry’s study. What does old man 
refer to? Where do they think Henry is?

b Watch or listen again. Complete the 
sentences with Jenny, Luke, or Rob.

1      has checked all the paintings. 
2       thinks maybe the old man thing 

wasn’t a message.
3      suggests looking on top of the 

bookcase.
4      finds the two paperweights.
5      discovers that Proteus is a 

company in Oxford.
6      phones the Police Inspector.
7      downloads the plans of the 

Proteus building.
8      is going to guide the police 

officers.

 What do you think they are going to find in 
the building?

4558099 EF3e IntPlusSB post pub cxs.indb   92 14/03/2014   10:51

AMERICAN ENGLISH FILE SECOND EDITION 

ENGLISH FILE THIRD EDITION

Extra speaking activities available 
in the Teacher’s Book are engaging 
and fun. My students can’t wait to do 
that part. The variety of tasks are 

amazing, also they have the chance to 
practice the expressions they studied 

during the week.

The Practical English section is rich and 
interesting. The topics are well organized 
and well written. The units flow naturally. 

The Teacher’s Book is outstanding 
and this includes the communicative 
photocopiables. English File is the 

favorite book in our school among 
students and teachers.

198

 1B	 nationalities	bingo
A bingo game activity

Sts play Bingo! to practice nationalities and the names 
of countries. Copy one worksheet and cut out one 
bingo card per game per student. Make a few copies of 
the nationalities list.

Language
Nationalities and countries: American, Peruvian, England, 
France

•	 Give each student a bingo card. With classes of more 
than 12, you can give more than one student the same 
card or give one card per pair of Sts.

•	 Explain that Sts are going to play a bingo game. Tell 
Sts that you will call out a nationality at random. If 
they have that country on their card, they should cross 
it out. The first student to cross out all the countries 
should shout Bingo!

•	 Call out the nationalities at random and check them off 
as you go.

•	 When a student shouts Bingo! ask them to say the 
countries on their card. Be sure that they are the ones 
you have already checked. If not, continue the game. 
The first student to cross off all the countries on their 
card is the winner.

Extra idea 
•	Divide the Sts into groups of three or four to play a 

second game. Tell the groups to choose one person to 
be the caller. Give each caller the list of nationalities 
and each student a new bingo card. Tell the callers 
to call out the nationalities from the list at random. 
Remind them to keep a note of the nationalities as 
they say them.

 1C	 Personal	information	
A mingle activity

Sts ask and answer questions to complete business 
cards with personal information about each other. 
Copy and cut up one worksheet per eight Sts.

Language
What’s your name, please? And your last name?
What’s your email address? Can you spell it? (+ alphabet)
What’s your phone number? (+ numbers 0–10)

•	 If necessary, review the alphabet and numbers before 
you start. You could also drill the questions in the 
Language Box.

•	 Divide the class into groups of eight (or fewer, e.g. if 
you have 20 Sts, have two groups of eight and one of 
four). Use one set of cards per group.

•	 Give each student one strip with a card and two blanks. 
Focus on the first card and tell them that they are that 
person. Check that they know how to say the @ sign 
(at) and the . (dot). Tell them not to worry if they can’t 
pronounce the names perfectly.

Communicative activity instructions

tips	for	using	Communicative	
activities
•	 We have suggested the ideal number of copies for each 

activity. However, you can often manage with fewer, 
e.g. one worksheet per pair instead of one per student.

•	 When Sts are working in pairs, if possible, get them to 
sit face-to-face. This will encourage them to really 
talk to each other and also means they can’t see each 
other’s worksheet.

•	 If your class doesn’t divide into pairs or groups, take 
part yourself, get two Sts to share one role, or get one 
student to monitor, help, and correct.

•	 If some Sts finish early, they can change roles and do 
the activity again, or you could get them to write some 
of the sentences from the activity.

•	 With some activities we have left space for you to add 
information to make them more relevant to your Sts.

 1A	 the	memory	game	
A pairwork matching activity

Sts play matching games to practice greeting phrases. 
Copy and cut up one set of cards per pair or group of 
three Sts.

Language
Hello / Hi. 
I’m… / My name’s… 
Nice to meet you.

•	 Divide the Sts into pairs or groups of three and give 
each pair or group a set of cards.

•	 Ask the Sts to match the cards so that they make A and 
B dialogues, and then check answers.

Hello, I’m Charlie. What’s your name? – Freddie.
Nice to meet you. – Nice to meet you, too.
What’s your phone number? – It’s 555-789-4132.
See you on Saturday. Bye. – Yes, see you on Saturday. Goodbye.
Hello, George. – Hello, Sarah.
How are you? – Fine, thanks.
What day is it today? – It’s Monday.
Hi, Fran. This is Sophie. – Nice to meet you.
My name’s Marc, not Matt. – Sorry.
Bye. – Bye.

•	 Now ask the Sts to shuffle the cards and lay them face 
down on the table in rows. 

•	 Explain that Sts are going to play a memory game. Sts 
take turns choosing two of the cards on the table and 
turning them face up. Their partner(s) should be able to 
see the cards, so the cards should be left on the table in 
their original position for 15–30 seconds. If the cards 
make a matching pair, the student says the two lines 
aloud and keeps the cards. They must have an A and a 
B card to have a match. If they are unsuccessful, they 
turn both cards face down and the next student has 
a turn. Sts have to remember where the cards are. The 
winner is the student with the most pairs in the end. 

477573_AEF2e_TB1.indb   198 1/28/13   7:53 PM
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• Build your confidence with a perfect blend of Grammar, 
Vocabulary, Pronunciation and skills in every File.

• Learn to communicate effectively in English with unique, 
lively and relevant texts and topics.

• Keep learning outside of class with new Online Practice. 
Look again at Student’s Book activities, do extra practice 
activities and check your progress.

VIDEO includes a motivating drama 
series, documentaries and in the 
street interviews.

FOR STUDENTS
• Student’s Book with

Online Practice.
Also available as an e-book.

• Workbook

NEW Online Practice gives you 
instant feedback on your progress.
www.englishfileonline.com

FOR TEACHERS
• Teacher’s Guide with

Teacher’s Resource Centre
• Classroom Presentation Tool
• Class DVD
• Class audio CDs

English File
fourth
edition

2

Beginner
Student’s Book

WITH ONLINE PRACTICE 

English File gets you talking
EnglishFile

fourth
edition

Christina Latham-Koenig 
Clive Oxenden
Jerry Lambert

3

www.oup.com/elt

Oxford University Press
is the world’s authority
on the English language.

As part of the University of 
Oxford, we are committed to 
furthering English language
learning worldwide.

We continuously bring
together our experience,
expertise and research to 
create resources such as 
English File, helping millions
of learners of English to 
achieve their potential.

4

English File
fourth
edition

WITH ONLINE PRACTICE 

Elementary
Student’s Book

• Build your confidence with a perfect blend of Grammar, 
Vocabulary, Pronunciation and skills in every File.

• Learn to communicate effectively in English with unique, 
lively and relevant texts and topics.

• Keep learning outside of class with new Online Practice. 
Look again at Student’s Book activities, do extra practice 
activities and check your progress.

VIDEO includes a motivating drama 
series, documentaries and in the 
street interviews.

FOR STUDENTS
• Student’s Book with

Online Practice.
Also available as an e-book.

• Workbook

NEW Online Practice gives you 
instant feedback on your progress.
www.englishfileonline.com

FOR TEACHERS
• Teacher’s Guide with

Teacher’s Resource Centre
• Classroom Presentation Tool
• Class DVD
• Class audio CDs

EnglishFile
fourth
edition

English File gets you talking

Christina Latham-Koenig 
Clive Oxenden
Jerry Lambert

Paul Seligson 
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www.oup.com/elt

Oxford University Press
is the world’s authority
on the English language.

As part of the University of 
Oxford, we are committed to 
furthering English language
learning worldwide.

We continuously bring
together our experience,
expertise and research to 
create resources such as 
English File, helping millions
of learners of English to 
achieve their potential.

4

English File
fourth
edition

Pre-intermediate
Student’s Book

• Build your confidence with a perfect blend of Grammar, 
Vocabulary, Pronunciation and skills in every File.

• Learn to communicate effectively in English with unique, 
lively and relevant texts and topics.

• Keep learning outside of class with new Online Practice. 
Look again at Student’s Book activities, do extra practice 
activities and check your progress.

VIDEO includes a motivating drama 
series, documentaries and in the 
street interviews.

FOR STUDENTS
• Student’s Book with

Online Practice.
Also available as an e-book.

• Workbook

NEW Online Practice gives you 
instant feedback on your progress.
www.englishfileonline.com

FOR TEACHERS
• Teacher’s Guide with

Teacher’s Resource Centre
• Classroom Presentation Tool
• Class DVD
• Class audio CDs

EnglishFile
fourth
edition

WITH ONLINE PRACTICE 

English File gets you talking

Christina Latham-Koenig 
Clive Oxenden
Jerry Lambert

Paul Seligson 
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www.oup.com/elt

Oxford University Press
is the world’s authority
on the English language.

As part of the University of 
Oxford, we are committed to 
furthering English language
learning worldwide.

We continuously bring
together our experience,
expertise and research to 
create resources such as 
English File, helping millions
of learners of English to 
achieve their potential.

4

• Build your confidence with a perfect blend of Grammar, 
Vocabulary, Pronunciation and skills in every File.

• Learn to communicate effectively in English with unique, 
lively and relevant texts and topics.

• Keep learning outside of class with new Online Practice. 
Look again at Student’s Book activities, do extra practice 
activities and check your progress.

VIDEO includes a motivating drama 
series, documentaries and in the 
street interviews.

FOR STUDENTS
• Student’s Book with

Online Practice.
Also available as an e-book.

• Workbook

NEW Online Practice gives you 
instant feedback on your progress.
www.englishfileonline.com

FOR TEACHERS
• Teacher’s Guide with

Teacher’s Resource Centre
• Classroom Presentation Tool
• Class DVD
• Class audio CDs

English File
fourth
edition

Upper-intermediate
Student’s Book

EnglishFile
fourth
edition

English File gets you talking

Christina Latham-Koenig 
Clive Oxenden
Kate Chomacki

U
p

p
er-interm

ed
iate Stud

ent’s B
o

o
k

Latham
-K

oenig
 O

xend
en C

hom
acki

E
n

g
lish

 F
ile

 
F

O
U

R
T

H
 E

D
IT

IO
N

23

www.oup.com/elt

Oxford University Press
is the world’s authority
on the English language.

As part of the University of 
Oxford, we are committed to 
furthering English language
learning worldwide.

We continuously bring
together our experience,
expertise and research to 
create resources such as 
English File, helping millions
of learners of English to 
achieve their potential.

4

WITH ONLINE PRACTICE 

Christina Latham-Koenig 
Clive Oxenden
Jerry Lambert 

Kate Chomacki

3

www.oup.com/elt

Oxford University Press
is the world’s authority
on the English language.

As part of the University of 
Oxford, we are committed to 
furthering English language
learning worldwide.

We continuously bring
together our experience,
expertise and research to 
create resources such as 
English File, helping millions
of learners of English to 
achieve their potential.

4

• Build your confidence with a perfect blend of Grammar, 
Vocabulary, Pronunciation and skills in every File.

• Learn to communicate effectively in English with unique, 
lively and relevant texts and topics.

• Keep learning outside of class with new Online Practice. 
Look again at Student’s Book activities, do extra practice 
activities and check your progress.

VIDEO includes a motivating drama 
series, documentaries and in the 
street interviews.

FOR STUDENTS
• Student’s Book with

Online Practice.
Also available as an e-book.

• Workbook

NEW Online Practice gives you 
instant feedback on your progress.
www.englishfileonline.com

English File
fourth
edition

Advanced
Student’s Book

WITH ONLINE PRACTICE 

EnglishFile
fourth
edition

English File gets you talking

FOR TEACHERS
• Teacher’s Guide with

Teacher’s Resource Centre
• Classroom Presentation Tool
• Class DVD
• Class audio CDs
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• Build your confidence with a perfect blend of Grammar, 
Vocabulary, Pronunciation and skills in every File.

• Learn to communicate effectively in English with unique, 
lively and relevant texts and topics.

• Keep learning outside of class with new Online Practice. 
Look again at Student’s Book activities, do extra practice 
activities and check your progress.

VIDEO includes a motivating drama 
series, documentaries and in the 
street interviews.

FOR STUDENTS
• Student’s Book with

Online Practice.
Also available as an e-book.

• Workbook

NEW Online Practice gives you 
instant feedback on your progress.
www.englishfileonline.com

FOR TEACHERS
• Teacher’s Guide with

Teacher’s Resource Centre
• Classroom Presentation Tool
• Class DVD
• Class audio CDs

Analogouswith gold

English File
fourth
edition

WITH ONLINE PRACTICE 

Intermediate
Student’s Book

EnglishFile
fourth
edition

Christina Latham-Koenig 
Clive Oxenden
Jerry Lambert

English File gets you talking
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www.oup.com/elt

Oxford University Press
is the world’s authority
on the English language.

As part of the University of 
Oxford, we are committed to 
furthering English language
learning worldwide.

We continuously bring
together our experience,
expertise and research to 
create resources such as 
English File, helping millions
of learners of English to 
achieve their potential.
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Christina Latham-Koenig 
Clive Oxenden
Kate Chomacki

Interm
ed

iate P
lus Stud

ent’s B
o

o
k

Latham
-K

oenig
 O

xend
en C

hom
acki

E
n

g
lish

 F
ile

 
F

O
U

R
T

H
 E

D
IT

IO
N

23

www.oup.com/elt

Oxford University Press
is the world’s authority
on the English language.

As part of the University of 
Oxford, we are committed to 
furthering English language
learning worldwide.

We continuously bring
together our experience,
expertise and research to 
create resources such as 
English File, helping millions
of learners of English to 
achieve their potential.

4

• Build your confidence with a perfect blend of Grammar, 
Vocabulary, Pronunciation and skills in every File.

• Learn to communicate effectively in English with unique, 
lively and relevant texts and topics.

• Keep learning outside of class with new Online Practice. 
Look again at Student’s Book activities, do extra practice 
activities and check your progress.

VIDEO includes a motivating drama 
series, documentaries and in the 
street interviews.

FOR STUDENTS
• Student’s Book with

Online Practice.
Also available as an e-book.

• Workbook

NEW Online Practice gives you 
instant feedback on your progress.
www.englishfileonline.com

FOR TEACHERS
• Teacher’s Guide with

Teacher’s Resource Centre
• Classroom Presentation Tool
• Class DVD
• Class audio CDs

English File
fourth
edition

Intermediate Plus
Student’s Book

WITH ONLINE PRACTICE 

EnglishFile
fourth
edition

English File gets you talking

Find out more about ENGLISH 
FILE 4th edition here…

www.oup.com/elt/english_file 
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