
Children love you copy their
parents, and if they see you
reading, they are more likely to join
in. It doesn't matter if your English
isn't perfect. When you read aloud,
bring the story to life using
different voices and gestures.

READ ALOUD TO YOUR CH ILD

Helping your child to read

At the start, your child may not be able
to concentrate for long, and some days
they may not want to read at all. 

Be flexible and don't feel like you need
to read for a set amount of time every
day.

BE GUIDED BY  YOUR CH ILD

Audio recordings provides a model
of pronunciation and intonation
that your child can absorb and copy.

Many books and graded readers
have these available.

USE AUDIO  RECORDINGS

Try to incorporate reading into your
routine in a way that suits you and your
child, for example at bedtime or after a
meal. 

If you do this, it's more likely to become
a habit that you will continue.

READ REGULARLY WITH YOUR

CHILD

Continue to read books over and over
again. Your child will enjoy reading
familiar stories and recognising his/her
progress in both fluency and
pronunciation.

REVIS IT  FAVOURITE  STOR IES

Getting Started
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When your child is familiar with a
story, you can read alternate pages, or
each choose a character to read.

 Don't forget that reading can be tiring
and will be challenging for some
children. If you child sometimes
doesn't want to read, just continue to
read with him/her.

SHARE THE READ ING

As your child becomes more familiar
with a story, he/she may enjoy choosing
a favourite character and acting it out.

ACT OUT THE STORY

When your child is familiar with a story,
encourage him/her to read along with
you when you read aloud. Often children
will miss out words they are unsure of
but this is fine. They are actively
engaging with the text and will hear you
say the missing word.

READ THE STOR IES  ALOUD

TOGETHER

This may mean that you have to read
the same story a lot! However, being
able to choose is motivating for your
child, and repetition is great for learning.

LET  YOUR CH ILD  CHOOSE THE

STORY

When he/she can read a story
confidently, he/she will enjoy sharing it
with a younger sibling or a friend or
grandparent.

ENCOURAGE YOUR CH ILD  TO

READ TO OTHER PEOPLE

Getting your child involved
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If, when you listen to the audio, your
child struggles to understand, it's
particularly good to let him/ her stop and
start the audio. He/ she can stop to ask
you a question, or go back and listen
again. Encourage him/ her to follow the
text so that he/she can anticipate when
to turn the page.

ALLOW YOUR CH ILD  TO CONTROL

THE AUDIO

Create a scavenger hunt by asking your
child to find objects from the story from
around the house. Then use these
objects as prompts when reading the
story and props when acting it out.

RELATE THE STORY TO

REAL L IFE

Your child will understand a little more
every time he/ she reading a story. 

Tell him/ her that it's okay not to
understand everything first time
around, and encourage him/ her to
return to stories you've already read.

READ OR L ISTEN TO STOR IES

AGAIN  AND AGAIN

If your child is struggling to understand,
make sure he/ she has plenty of time to
look at each picture before listening to
the words. 

You can check understand and
reinforce the language by asking your
child to find characters or objects in the
pictures. 

POINT  TO THE P ICTURES

Reading combines many different skills
which adults sometimes take for
granted. When you ask your child to
read a word or a sentence, or to answer
a question, give him/ her 'thinking time'
so he/ she is more likely to succeed.

OVER - COMMUNICATE

Supporting your child
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