
Unit 1
It’s a beautiful day in Cambridge. Susie is in the classroom of the 
Cambridge English school. The other students are from many 
different countries. Susie isn’t very happy in her class because 
the other students are older than her and they’re all very good 
at English. Susie isn’t good at English. Their teacher is from 
Scotland. Her name is Catherine. She’s a very good teacher.

Unit 2
Maddy Brown lives in Bristol. She lives in a big house with 
three friends. They love living together. They always have 
dinner together on Friday evening. Maddy usually cooks their 
favourite meal. Tonight Maddy doesn’t want to cook. She 
wants to try the new Greek restaurant in town. Her friends 
don’t want to go out. They haven’t got any money. Maddy 
stays at home and they cook a wonderful meal for her.

Unit 3
Ryan and Chloe are staying with their grandmother in 
Scotland. It’s a horrible day. It’s raining hard and the wind 
is blowing. Ryan is reading in the sitting room and Chloe is 
relaxing in her bedroom. Grandma is preparing dinner in the 
kitchen. She’s watching the news on TV. The TV presenter is 
talking about a car accident in the village. The village is where 
grandma’s house is. Grandma is shouting for Ryan and Chloe 
to come and help. They run outside and see a young girl lying 
on the road. The ambulance is coming. They can hear it.

Unit 4
Pavel is sitting in his kitchen drinking a big cup of coffee. He 
doesn’t usually have time to sit in the kitchen. He’s normally 
in a hurry to catch the train to work. But he’s not working 
today. He staying at home for a change. He’s waiting for the 
postman to arrive. But the postman is late today. The post 
usually arrives at nine thirty. Then he hears the postman at 
the door. But, he doesn’t have any post for him.

Unit 5
‘Kylie, what are you doing? It’s already eight o’clock!’
‘What’s the panic, Mum? I’ve got lots of time.’
‘But, you need to be there at eight-thirty.’
‘What time does Dad leave for work?’
‘He’s leaving right now.’ 
‘Can he give me a lift to school?’
‘Yes, are you ready?’
‘Is he going now?’
‘Yes, he’s sitting in the car waiting for you! 
‘I’m ready now! Goodbye!’

Unit 6
Martin Matthews was born in 1988 in a small village in Wales. 
He started at the local village school when he was five. His 
older brother was already at the school. They didn’t like to 
watch TV in the evenings. They preferred playing football 
outside. One Saturday they went to the park to play football. 
Their favourite footballer was there and he saw Martin score 
a goal. He took Martin to meet the manager of the team. 
The manager watched Martin play and asked him to join the 
team. Martin said it was his dream come true.

Unit 7
Three years ago Mike Thompson saved his daughter’s life. The 
family were camping in the mountains in Scotland. They were 
enjoying the fresh air and beautiful scenery. Mike and his 
two daughters were walking in the mountains, and feeling 
very relaxed. After a while they decided to stop and have 
something to eat. They were quietly eating their sandwiches. 
Nobody was saying anything. Then Mike saw that a big bull 
was walking towards his youngest daughter. She wasn’t 
moving. She was waiting for Mike to do something. Mike 
shouted at the bull and it ran away.

Unit 8
Matt’s mum has just returned home from work. She’s just 
turned on the radio when she hears a noise behind her. It 
makes her jump in her chair. It’s the phone and she thinks 
that something must have happened to Matt. She’s worried 
about him. She hasn’t spoken to Matt today, but she thinks 
he’s gone to work. He’s worked in the local bank for five years. 
But today he’s gone to the cinema. He’s lost his door keys 
and has decided to phone his mum. He’s never lost his keys 
before.

Unit 9
I’ve just arrived in Kathmandu and it’s truly amazing! The 
flight was very long, but I slept okay on the plane. I found a 
nice, cheap hotel with some other English people. Two days 
ago I bought a map of the local area. Unfortunately I’ve never 
used a map before. Luckily I’ve met a good local guide who’s 
been helping me. He’s lived in these mountains all his life. 
Yesterday he took me walking in the mountains. We walked 
all day and didn’t get lost. I didn’t need to use my map once!
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Unit 10
Mother of four wins ten million pounds! Sharon told us about 
her plans for her family. ‘The first thing I’m going to do is take 
the kids to Disneyland in Florida. We’re going to spend three 
months visiting the USA. We’re going to visit all our relatives 
there,’ she told our reporter. ‘Are the children going to go to 
school there?’ our reporter asked her. ‘Oh, no’, she replied. 
‘They aren’t going to go to school. They’re going to learn 
about life in a different country. They’re going to have a lot of 
fun! They’re going to have a lot to tell their friends when they 
come home.’

Unit 11
Happy New Year. Here are my predictions for the coming 
year. It will be an exciting year for our female readers. The 
year will start very well. You’ll have a big surprise at the 
beginning of the year, and it will be very exciting! You’ll pass 
your driving test. Then you’ll buy that new red sports car 
you’ve always wanted. You’ll go on holiday in your new car. 
I think you’ll also meet the man of your dreams on holiday! 
Before the end of the year I’m sure you’ll get married!

Unit 12
‘Jason, why didn’t you go to work today?’
‘Why are you asking me that question, Sheila?’
‘Because your boss phoned and asked if you were ill.’
‘When did he phone?’
‘Oh, I don’t know. It was about ten thirty.’
‘What did you tell him?’
‘I told him you were buying some flowers.’
‘Who do I need to buy flowers for?’
‘Don’t tell me you’ve forgotten!’
‘Oh, yes! It’s our wedding anniversary today!’

Unit 13
Harley - The talking dog
Harley’s owner, Sheila Anderson, says the dog can tell her 
when he is hungry. He can ask for ‘meat’ and ‘biscuits’. Animal 
expert, Doctor Tanya Capella, says most dogs can’t talk. But 
their owners think they can. But she believes Harley can say 
a few words. She has heard him talk to his owner. ‘He can tell 
his owner what he wants to eat,’ she told us. ‘And then he 
can go out for a walk.’ In fact, he can almost live without his 
owner.

Unit 14
Emma Robinson was born In Bradford in 1886. The youngest 
of twelve children. Her parents couldn’t afford for Emma to 
stay at school. So, at twelve, she was sent to work for a rich 
family. She worked hard and she managed to save a little bit 
of money each month. She couldn’t forget her poor brothers 
and sisters. Emma was able to send some money home to 
her family. With the money they were able to buy a bigger 
house. Now they were all able to live together. Emma could 
afford to go to college and learn to read and write. Finally, 
Emma managed to get a good job in a bank.

Unit 15
Dear Auntie Jo, 
I don’t know what to do. I hope you can help me. My sister 
has a problem. She’s always eating chocolate. What should I 
say to her? Should I tell her it is bad for her health? I think that 
she should talk to a doctor. But, she says that I should leave 
her alone. She should eat food, not chocolate. She thinks she 
shouldn’t eat so much food because it makes her fat. She 
should eat more fruit and vegetables. Mum said she would buy 
more fruit and vegetables. My sister has promised to try to eat 
more fruit and less chocolate. What do you think? 
Christine

Unit 16
For your next holiday you must come to our beautiful island. 
You must stay in one of our friendly, local village houses. They 
are comfortable and clean. You have to try the local cooking. 
Flying fish is a local speciality. You must also try the local drink. 
It’s made from seven different vegetables! But, you mustn’t 
spend all your time eating and drinking. There are lots of things 
to see and do. You must come to see us soon.

Unit 17
Make sure you have the right equipment before you start your 
exercises. Wear loose clothing and and no shoes. You’ll also need 
a mat and a large ball. Lie on the mat and close your eyes. Don’t 
fall asleep! Breathe in and lift up your arms slowly. Think about 
all the nice things that have happened this week. Now, lift your 
legs and count to ten. Repeat this movement five times. Finally, 
open your eyes and you’ll feel fantastic!

Unit 18
Last Thursday was the worst day of my life. Here’s why. I was 
having a shower, as usual, when the phone rang. It was my 
boss telling me he’d got a cold. He wanted me to make the big 
decision at the meeting that afternoon. He thought I would do 
very well. Unfortunately, I made a big mistake. I sold the company 
for one hundred pounds! My boss got so angry he sacked me! 
Now I haven’t got a job, and I’m doing nothing all day.

Unit 19
I decided to get fit ten years ago. I promised to start running 
after Christmas. My wife was happy to hear about my plans. 
First, I decided to run round the local park before work. I 
wanted to show my wife that I could do it. I managed to run 
round the park once and then I went home. I thought it would 
be easy to run a marathon! I’m sad to say that I was wrong! It’s 
impossible to do it without lots of practice. But, I refused to 
give up and I’ve now run three marathons!

Unit 20
Welcome to the Cherwell Sports Centre. Here is some 
information about what we can offer you. If you like football, 
tennis, swimming, the gym, or just relaxing, we have 
something for everyone. We are open seven days a week 
until late. Our café serves delicious tea, coffee and food at 
lunchtime. We have a great menu with lots of choice. The 
menu includes hot baked potatoes. They are very popular with 
children. Babies love our play area where there are lots of toys. 
The whole family can enjoy a day at our sports centre. And you 
can save 50p when you buy a weekly pass.



Unit 21
There’s a dead body in the library, and Inspector James must 
find the murderer. At ten o’clock last night there were only 
three people in the library. There was the dead man, his wife, 
and the cook. ‘Was this clock here?’ the Inspector asks the 
wife.
‘There wasn’t a clock in the library last night.’ she tells him.
‘I think the murderer used this clock to kill your husband,’ the 
Inspector says. ‘Are there any fingerprints on this clock?’ he 
asks his assistant.
‘Yes, there are lots!’
‘Whose are they?’ the wife asks the Inspector.
‘They are yours!’ he replies.

Unit 22
In this part of the country there are a lot of wild animals. You 
might see rare birds and animals in the countryside. So, make 
sure that you bring a camera. Usually, there aren’t any shops 
outside the main towns, so we suggest you buy something 
to drink before you go out for the day. There are no buses, so 
it’s a good idea to hire a car or bring a bicycle. Make sure you 
take a good map with you, though. There are no motorways, 
so there won’t be much traffic. The roads are quiet even in 
the busy months, and you’ll easily find lots of quiet beaches 
where you can enjoy the scenery.

Unit 23
Simon and Maria are sitting in their car outside a beautiful old 
house. The house is not theirs but they would like to buy it. It 
is perfect for their big family. The man who owns the house 
hasn’t looked after it. Its windows are broken and the garden 
is full of old trees. But Simon and Maria still think it’s their 
dream home. They have agreed to pay him what he wants. 
Maria wants her mother to come and live with them. Simon 
has also asked his mother to live with them. Fortunately, the 
house will be big enough for all of them.

Unit 24
Police have been searching for missing teenager Paul 
Woodrush. Paul left his grandparents’ house on Saturday 
morning. He was planning to go to his friend’s house. Police 
found Paul’s jacket outside his friend’s house. But the friend 
said he didn’t see Paul. A woman in the butcher’s said she saw 
Paul at ten thirty. She said he was with some friends of his. 
She thought he was riding his brother’s bicycle. The police 
talked to his brother and his friends. Paul was staying with 
one of his friends.

Unit 25
It was Billy’s first day at his new school. He was a happy, 
friendly boy who loved animals. On his way to school that 
morning he met a big, old, black cat in the street. The cat had 
bright blue eyes and looked sad. Billy stopped for a minute to 
talk to the cat. Then, an old lady in a long black dress came up 
to him. She told him that it was her cat and that she needed 
his help. Billy followed the old lady into a dark dirty house. 
The cat jumped on the table and looked at Billy. The lady 
asked Billy to look after her cat while she went to the hospital. 
Billy didn’t know what to say.

Unit 26
Hi, Mum. 
I’m having a great time here! I’m sharing the house with three 
older girls. So, I’ve got the smallest room. But, my room is 
quieter than the others because it’s at the back of the house. 
I think the house is on the noisiest road in town, though! The 
rent is more expensive than I thought, but the bus is cheaper 
than at home. Even so, I think it will be quicker to walk to the 
university. That way I can spend more money on clothes. The 
shops are cheaper here too!
Love Leona

Unit 27
One evening Robbie’s parents went to the cinema and left 
him with a babysitter.. Robbie was lying in bed quietly, 
listening to the rain. Then he heard a loud noise outside his 
window. He opened his window very carefully. He couldn’t 
see very clearly in the dark. He thought there was someone 
walking slowly around the garden. He didn’t know what to 
do. He ran downstairs very quickly and told the babysitter. 
She phoned the police and they came straight away. They 
caught the burglar in the garden and took him to the police 
station.

Unit 28
Dear Jess, 
Just thought I’d let you know that it’s really cold here in 
Scotland. The people at the camp are really friendly, but the 
boss is pretty rude. She often gets quite angry with us. At 
least the job’s fairly easy, and we all get quite a lot of free 
time. I’d really like to visit the local town. I’ve heard there’s a 
very interesting market there. They sell Scottish haggis in the 
market, and one of the girls said it tastes pretty good. She 
said she’s eaten quite a lot of haggis. I think I’d really like to 
try it! 
Love Maya

Unit 29
Dear Suki, 
I hope you and your family are well. I’ve bought my ticket 
and I should be with you on Sunday. This time I’m stopping in 
Singapore for three days. I’m going to be there from Thursday 
until Saturday. I’m staying at a five star hotel in the town 
centre. Then I’m going to catch the plane late on Saturday 
night. So, I’ll be with you at five in the morning. Can you 
come to the airport at five thirty? It would be so kind if you 
could meet me. If not I’ll catch a taxi. See you on Sunday. 
Love Jas.

Unit 30
Joanna Simon left school at sixteen with no qualifications. 
She wanted to work on TV, but couldn’t get a job. She 
decided to go to college so that she could learn to be a TV 
presenter. At college she learned about business, finance, 
accounts and marketing. She was an excellent student and 
did really well. Because she worked hard, she got a job at a 
TV company. The company thought she was fantastic, so they 
asked her to be a TV presenter. Joanna loved being on TV and 
became very popular. After ten years she had enough money 
to buy the TV company. Now she has the job she wanted, she 
owns her own company, and she is successful.




